
McGill University 

Department of Languages, Literatures and Cultures 

Italian 295  
  

ITALIAN POP 
Comics, Mass Media, Folk Culture 

 

 
Renato Guttuso, Il comizio 1975 
 

Giuliana Minghelli      
giuliana.minghelli@mcgill.ca    Zoom Meetings 
Office hours by appointment    T Th 10:05—11:25 

     

This course intends to introduce the advanced language student to Italian culture through the 
most popular media productions of the last sixty years.  Songs, TV serials, comics, and popular 
literature are read in the context of the historical and social background of the “miracolo 
economico” of the early sixties, the radical political upheaval of the late sixties and early 
seventies, the terrorist years, and the “riflusso” of the eighties, up to the political “glasnost” of 
“tangentopoli” and the Berlusconi years.  What is popular culture and how is it a privileged 
moment to understand the history and ethos of a nation? Pursuing this question we will learn 
how popular music can sing a country’s history and how television can become a catalyst for 
national identity. What can you learn about Italian politics by watching Carosello, the half-hour of 
ingenious advertisements that kept Italians glued to their TV screens from 8:00 to 8:30 every 
night for decades?  How did the Italians of the miracolo economico speak and think about sex?  
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Pier Paolo Pasolini’s 1960 documentary Comizi d’amore and contemporary hit songs provoke 
discussions about Italy in relation to our own beliefs about consumer culture, sexual practices 
and politics.   While enjoying the ephemeral products of Italian popular culture, we are 
confronted with multiple and contrasting inscriptions of what constitutes “italianness” and the 
ongoing process of the creation and redefinition of its meaning in an increasingly multicultural 
society. At the same time, by applying theories of popular culture, we can think critically about 
our own relations to media and entertainment. 
 
 

 
Course Materials  
 
Three books (marked below with an asterisk) are to be purchased at the McGill bookstore: you  
can do a curb pick up or ask to have the books mailed to you.  All the other readings and the films  
will be posted on MyCourses. The films are available either through Kanopy, a streaming video  
service that you can access directly through McGill library (these films are marked with K below),  
or through a link to McGill OneDrive.  
 
 
BOOKS 
 

*Paul Ginsborg, A History of Contemporary Italy. Society and Politics 1943-1988, London: Penguin,1990  
*Scott McCloud, Understanding Comics, NY: Harper, 1993 
*Hugo Pratt, La ballata del mare salato, Roma: Lizard, 1999 
Sergio Bonelli, Tex Willer (selections) 
Italo Calvino, Se una notte d’inverno un viaggiatore (selections), Torino: Einaudi, 1979 

FILMS  

Giuseppe De Santis, Riso Amaro (1948) 
Dino Risi, Il sorpasso (1962) K 
Guido Chiesa, Lavorare con lentezza  (2004) 
Erik Gandini, Videocracy (2009) 
 
 
CRITICAL READINGS                                  
 

Umberto Eco, Apocalittici e Integrati, [Apocalypse Postponed]  Milano:  Bompiani, 2001 (selezioni) 
Roland Barthes, Mythologies, New York:  Hill and Wang 1972 (selezioni) 
John Berger, Ways of Seeing, London:  Penguin, 1972 
Gianni Borgna, Storia della canzone italiana, Milano: Mondadori, 1992 (selezioni) 
Fausto Colombo, La cultura sottile. Media e industria culturale in Italia (selezioni) 
Piero Dorfles, Carosello, Bologna: Il mulino, 1998 (selezioni) 
Emanuele Fucecchi, Politik, Milano: Sperling & Kupfer, 2007. 
Aldo Grasso, Storia della televisione italiana, Milano: Garzanti, 1992 (selezioni) 
Stephen Gundle, “Adriano Celentano and the Origins of Rock and Roll in Italy,” JMIS 11,3 2006: 367-386 
---. “L’americanizzazione del quotidiano.Televisione e consumismo,” Quaderni storici, 61 62, 1986: 573-579 
Rachel Haworth, “Making a Star on the Small Screen: The Case of Mina and RAI,” JICMS, 3.1/2, 2015. 

. 
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Evaluation 
20%  Forum and/or in class discussions 
20%  2 Short Essays 
20%  3 Group Presentations 
10%  2 Quizzes 
30%  Final Project 
 
Prerequisites  
To be admitted to this course, students must have taken an intermediate level course (ITAL 215, ITAL 
216 or ITAL 210) and ITAL 250. Should the student have previous knowledge of the language but no 
formal instruction, permission of the instructor is required. 
 
Academic Integrity: 
McGill University values academic integrity. Therefore, all students must understand the meaning and 
consequences of cheating, plagiarism and other academic offences under the Code of Student Conduct and 
Disciplinary Procedures” (see McGill’s guide to academic honesty for more information).  
 
Extraordinary Circumstances Statement: 
In the event of extraordinary circumstances beyond the University’s control, the content and/or evaluation 
scheme in this course is subject to change. 

 
 
Course Organization  
 
This course will be taught in a mostly synchronous online format organized around two Zoom 
class meetings held on Tuesday and Thursday at our scheduled time: 10:05 am to 11:25 am.  
Since the majority of the materials as well as the assignments and the discussions will be in 
Italian, attendance and participation to the zoom meetings is crucial for the student’s proficiency.  
To address the eventuality that a student’s live participation is impaired because of the time zone 
or internet access, the live session will be recorded for the students unable to attend.  
Additionally, the in-class discussions will be held in conjunction with the online forum discussions, 
so as to guarantee a mixed synchronous and asynchronous access to the lessons.  Our home base 
for all the materials, assignments, Zoom meetings, as well as the recordings of the live sessions, 
will be MyCourses.   
 
 
>Weekly Zoom Meetings 
The link to the platform and the semester meeting schedule will be posted on MyCourses in the 
Zoom section. The zoom meetings will take the mixed form of a lecture/seminar typically 
organized in a three-part format: 1) a short lecture 2) reading of a text or viewing of a clip and 3) 
breakout in smaller groups to discuss the questions raised.  After the meeting, a post with the 
major takeaway points and a recording of the class will be available on MyCourses. Given the 
format, it is essential that students be prepared to actively participate. Because the success of the 
sessions will depend on student contributions, students must read the material before class to be 
able to contribute their ideas, views and comments. Students unable to attend the class 
discussion will have the option to participate in the forum discussion.  We will discuss and agree 
upon a Zoom etiquette on the first day of class. Hopefully we will be able to create a community 
of trust and collaboration that will approximate the normal classroom experience. There will be 
no recording of the breakout discussion rooms.   

http://www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/honest/
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>Organization of Online Materials and Activities 
The course is divided in five modules organized around major socio-cultural moments in the 
Italian long post-war. Each module contains the course materials (readings, links to films, video 
clips) and learning activities.  The modules vary in length and are subdivided in week-long 
sections. Each section/week is organized around a main text or question and a main task. The 
tasks alternate between 1) Group Presentations 2) Forum discussions and review assignments 
like 3) Quizzes or 4) short essays.  All the modules as well as other course documentation and 
guidelines are located in MyCourses under Content. 
 
 
Technical requirements:   
All students are required to have access to a computer, the internet, a microphone and webcam.  Please do 
the following before joining the course:  

• Create a basic account through this link: https://mcgill.zoom.us You must sign in with your McGill 
username/password.  Having a Zoom account will help you facilitate virtual meetings for 
collaborative assignments. 

• Read this section on getting started: https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362033-
Getting-Started-on-Windows-and-Mac  

• Please contact me if you do not have a webcam or microphone so that we can find a solution 
together and make appropriate accommodations.  

 
 
 

Course Work 
Discussions in class and/or online forum 
2 Short Essays 
3 Group Presentations             
2 Quizzes 
Final Project  
 

Participation in group discussions (20%) 
You will be responsible for the timely completion of readings and viewings to guarantee an active 
and informed participation in the weekly in-class and forum discussions.  The discussions are an 
integral part of the content in this class. You don’t study for exams, you study for discussions.  
Engaged participation in this activity is crucial to your learning and success in the course. Please 
make sure to read the detailed guideline and the grading rubric for the forum postings and 
replies available on MyCourses under Content in the folder Course Basics.  
 

2 Short Essays (20%) 
Two short essays (500 words) in response to a prompt that engages the module’s discussions.  
 

3 Group presentations (20%) 
The two group presentations in the form of PowerPoints posted online and/or presented during 
class.  
 

 
 

https://mcgill.zoom.us/
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362033-Getting-Started-on-Windows-and-Mac
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362033-Getting-Started-on-Windows-and-Mac
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Quizzes (10%) 
Two quizzes at mid-point and end of semester in a mix format (Multiple Choice, True/False, Fill-
in-the-Blanks) to assess your understanding of the materials. The quizzes will be asynchronous; 
they will remain available for 48 hours and you will have 40 minutes to complete them.  
 

Final essay and/or project (30%) 
For the final project you will have two possibilities. You can choose to write a critical essay of about 
1500 words, draw or montage a cartoon that engages some critical question raised in class, or  
make a video clip or website exploring and documenting a cultural moment or idea, that emerged 
during the semester.  For the project you will be allowed to work in groups of 3 to 4 people. 
After study break, you should start thinking about ideas. The first deadline for the final project is the 
short proposal of topic and possible format on March 18.  On April 10, an outline/draft of the essay 
(bullet points, choice of stills, brief bibliography), or project (one-page description of the concept, a 
tentative script, ideas engaged from the course, collection of materials) is due. A detailed description 
of what is expected for the draft/outlines will be provided in Course Basics. Each step of the project 
will receive detailed feed-back from the instructor. The final essay/project is due on April 20. 
   
 

KEEPING IN TOUCH—aka Office Hours 
I will create a page on MyCourses where students will be able to post queries that either the 
instructor or fellow students will be able to answer. There will not be official office hours, but you 
will be able to reach me by email. Beside the regular feedback on the forum discussions, short 
essays and weekly Zoom meetings, I am planning to meet at least twice with each individual or 
group working on the final project to discuss the topic choice, the draft/outline, and its progress.  

 
A FEW TIPS: How to succeed in the online setting  
Create your workspace at home. Manage your time: complete the assignments in a timely 
manner, space the tasks, don’t procrastinate. The organization of the course will help you early 
on to create a routine. The course is focused on Zoom and forum group discussions: make the 
most of the many options for group interaction and collaboration. Technology can be 
overwhelming, but we are all learning the tools of our new learning trade. We will make trial runs 
of the major platforms we will be using (Zoom; Microsoft One Drive).  Please look at McGill’s 
Teaching and learning services for more tips: https://www.mcgill.ca/tls/students/remote-
learning-resources. 
 
NETIQUETTE   
The University recognizes the importance of maintaining teaching spaces that are respectful and 
inclusive for all involved. To this end, offensive, violent, or harmful language arising in contexts 
such as the following may be cause for disciplinary action: 1) Username (use only your legal or 
preferred name) 2) Visual backgrounds 3) "Chat" boxes. To maintain a clear and uninterrupted 
learning space for all, you should keep your microphone muted throughout your class, unless 
invited by the instructor to speak.  
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.mcgill.ca/tls/students/remote-learning-resources
https://www.mcgill.ca/tls/students/remote-learning-resources
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Course Outline  DRAFT 
 

INTRODUZIONE   
Film: Roberto Rossellini, Paisà (1946), II episodio, Napoli 
Canzone: “Bella Ciao” http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UD1GRncf1h8 
Lettura:  Paul Ginsborg, A History of Contemporary Italy, 8-17, 39-42, 63-71 
 
 
 

MODULO I Swinging Dopoguerra  
L’America nella cultura Popolare 12-28 Gennaio 
 

     
 “Ho scritto una nuova storia su Tex. La trama? Tex arriva e le suona a tutti. . . .”  Gian Luigi Bonelli 

 
WEEK I.  CANZONI    

— Tammuriata Nera,   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YRFFEAsnUpw 
— Renato Carosone, Tu vo’ fa’ l’americano, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=utHtDqwf5cQ 

Letture 
— Nelson Moe, “Napoli 1944/Tammuriata Nera”  http://www.premionapoli.it/2007/tamm.html 

— Paul Ginsborg, A History of Contemporary Italy, 72-88, 98-120, 141-185  
 

Presentazione di gruppo I: Albero temporale con una scelta di alcuni avvenimenti e/o aspetti 
della società italiana con data, breve spiegazione, e immagine. 

 
 
WEEK II.  FILM: Giuseppe De Santis, Riso Amaro (1949)  
Letture 

— Antonio Vitti, “Riso Amaro/Bitter Rice” in The Cinema of Italy 
Discussione sul Forum 

 
 
WEEK III.  FUMETTO: Tex.  Sangue navajo  
Letture 

— “Lettura di Steve Canyon” in Apocalittici e integrati 131-183 
SAGGIO I : Lettura semiotica à la Eco di una pagina di Tex 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=utHtDqwf5cQ
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MODULO II: La Televisione (1954) e Carosello (1957)   

 
2-11 Febbraio 
 

       
 
“Carosello? La cosa migliore del cinema italiano.” Jean-Luc Godard 

 

 

I Caroselli 1958-1968 (selezioni) 
 
WEEK I.  Letture  

— Paul Ginsborg, A History of Contemporary Italy, 210-253 
— Stephen Gundle, “L’americanizzazione del quotidiano. Televisione e consumismo  
      nell’Italia degli anni cinquanta” 573-579 
— Fausto Colombo, “Le strategie della produzione culturale in Italia” 15-18  

 

QUIZ I 
 
 
WEEK II.  Letture   

— P. Dorfles, Carosello, I: 7-21, 28-34, 65-68, 91-117 
— John Berger, Ways of Seeing, cap. 7 

 
Presentazione di Gruppo II: Scegli un carosello e analizzane la struttura. Come il carosello è 
rappresentativo della cultura italiana degli anni cinquanta-sessanta?  (ex.immagine della donna  
famiglia, atteggiamento verso la tecnologia, “il pulito”). Carosello. Non è vero che tutto fa brodo  
1957-1977, I: 104-185 
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MODULO III:  Il Miracolo Economico 1958-68 
 
16-25 Febbraio 
 

  
 

 
WEEK I.  Mobilità and Modernità 
 

Film  Dino Risi, Il sorpasso (1962)    
 

— Primo carosello: SHELL http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W254KmNLbU8  
— Domenico Modugno, “Volare” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z-DVi0ugelc 

Discussione sul Forum 
 
 
WEEK II. Amore al tempo del Miracolo Economico  
 
Canzoni 

— Adriano Celentano,  “Con 24000 baci” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9ufQQ3r79EE  
— Mina, “Nessuno, nessuno” da Urlatori alla sbarra (1960) 
— Rita Pavone, “Il ballo del mattone” e “Datemi un martello”  

 
Film  Selezioni da Pier Paolo Pasolini, Comizi d’amore (1964) 
 
Letture  

— Gianni Borgna,  Storia della canzone italiana, 228-231, 241, 244-254, 259-274 
— Stephen Gundle, “Adriano Celentano and the origins of rock and roll in Italy” 
— Umberto Eco, “Rita Pavone”  

 
 
Saggio II  Mina: l’ex-ribelle al carosello 
Rachel Haworth, “Making a Star on the Small Screen: The Case of Mina and RAI” 
 
 

 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W254KmNLbU8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z-DVi0ugelc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9ufQQ3r79EE
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Modulo IV: Sogni e azione collettiva 1968-77 

9-25 Marzo 

 
 

WEEK I.  Fumetti: I sogni d’avventura   
 
Hugo Pratt, La ballata del mare salato (1967) 
 
Letture:  Eco, “Introduzione a Pratt” 

  Scott McCloud, Understanding Comics  Cap. 1-4  
               

Presentazione di gruppo III: La ballata e lo spirito del ’68  
 
 
WEEK II.   Il ‘68 e i suoi Cantautori   
 
PRESENTAZIONE: JULIANNE VANWAGENEN 
 

— Fabrizio de Andrè: Canzone del Maggio, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TklpVzeFhgo 
— Paolo Pietrangeli: La battaglia di Valle Giulia, http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZTn_fwb4ZGQ  
— Pino Masi: Gino della Pignone, https://www.ildeposito.org/canti/gino-della-pignone 

— Francesco Guccini: La locomotiva, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KeX1Yb8CSjw 
— Luigi Tenco, Ciao amore Ciao,  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TB-9jtUH4hE&feature=related 

 
Letture:   Gianni Borgna, Storia della canzone italiana 332-37, 356-59, 367-375 

   Paul Ginsborg,  A History of Contemporary Italy, 298-347 
 

  Proposta per il progetto finale 18 MARZO 
 
 
WEEK III.   Dopo il ’69: gli anni di piombo e il ‘77   
 
Film:  Guido Chiesa, Lavorare con lentezza (2004) 
Carri armati a Bologna (Skiantos, Eptadone):  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WpjwChz3e9g  
Letture: Paul Ginsborg,  A History of Contemporary Italy, 348-387, 400-405  
 

QUIZ II 

https://www.ildeposito.org/canti/gino-della-pignone
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KeX1Yb8CSjw
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TB-9jtUH4hE&feature=related
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Modulo V: Dagli anni del “riflusso” a Berlusconi  
 
30 Marzo-13 Aprile 
 

I.   Gli anni ottanta e il Riflusso  
 
WEEK I  Testi e canzoni 

— Italo Calvino, Se una notte d’inverno un viaggitore” (capitolo1) 
— Rino Gaetano, “Nuntereggae più” 

 
Letture  

— Paul Ginsborg,  A History of Contemporary Italy, 406-425 
— Aldo Grasso, Storia della televisione italiana, “Neotv” 815-819 

 
WEEK II  Film: Maurizio Nichetti, Ladri di saponette (1989) 
 
Discussione Forum 
 
 

 Outline del progetto finale 10 Aprile 
 

 
II.  Videocrazia e Democrazia 
 
Letture 

— Paul Ginsborg, “From Berlusconi to Berlusconi, 1994-2001” 
 

Canzoni:  Modena City Ramblers, “Quarant’anni,” http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f_wYdY5-A0c;   

 
Film:   Erik Gandini, Videocracy (2009) 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f_wYdY5-A0c
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