
McGill University is on land which has long served as a site of meeting and exchange among 
Indigenous peoples, including the Haudenosaunee and Anishinabeg nations. We acknowledgeand thank 
the diverse Indigenous people whose footsteps have marked this territory on which peoples of the 
world now gather. 

HISP 243: Latin American Literature and Culture 1 (3 credits) 
Fall 2021 

M - W 4:05 - 5:25 pm (W: Rutherford Physics Building 114) 
Prof. Fernanda Macchi 
Office Hours: W 11 a 12 o con cita previa 
Office: 688 Sherbrooke St. W, rm.381 
Email: fernanda.macchi@mcgill.ca 

Course pre-requisite(s):  
To have successfully completed HISP 220/219 or to have been excused from this requirement 
following an assessment through the placement exam offered by the Hispanic Studies department at 
McGill University. If you do not meet this pre-requisite, you must have the authorization of the course 
instructor. 

I am committed to do my best to provide a supportive learning environment for you. Please, contact me 
by email if you have a problem related to the class or questions. I will do my best to answer you within 
24 hs. If I do not answer you within 72 hs, please, excuse me and write to me again.  

I. Course description 
This course aims to offer a general introduction to Latino American literature and culture in its 
multilingual and multicultural reality. To this end, the program includes texts that represent different 
places of enunciation – indigenous, mestizos, creole, peninsular, letrados, ladinos, etc. -; that are 
produced from various locations in the colonial territory – Lima, Buenos Aires, Mexico, etc. -; and that 
belong to multiple discursive genres – chronic, history, journal, letter, relacion, etc. We privileged a 
chronological approach that allows us to read the process of colonization of stories, memories, and 
spaces that occur in what we know today as Latin America, and to consider how this space was built 
both in the European imagination as in the minds of those who had been born there. Throughout the 
semester, we will discuss the relationships between discourse and society, and to consider the process 
of shaping identity and Latin American literature. 

II. Objectives 
At the end of this course, the student must be able to: 
-Define and explain basic literary terms and concepts (literature, text, genre, poetry, chronicle, history, 
verse, strophe, author, rhyme, versification). 
-Use basic search tools to locate information. 
-Summarize and evaluate secondary sources. 
-Identify and comment at least two main themes present in the Latin American literature and culture 
until the beginning of the 19th century. 
-Contextualize effectively the texts studied during the course and explain the relation between text and 
context in specific cases. 
-Interpret, and analyze the texts covered in the course using the concepts and terms studied. 



-Develop a pluricultural critical perspective in relation to the Latin American cultural productions. 
-Write an argumentative text in Spanish, cohesive and coherent.  

II. Instructional Method 
This course has been redesigned for a hybrid delivery. Lectures will be recorded and posted on 
MyCourses, in blocks of about 20'. In general, there willbe 2-3 videos per week to be watched. All 
readings will be included on MyCourses, accompanied by annotations, and flexible activities (short 
tests, questionnaires, among others) to be done after reading. On Wednesday, we will meet in person to 
discuss the readings and review the assigned activities. We will not record our discussions. 
Attendance is not mandatory, but encouraged because the sessions will give the opportunity to clarify 
your understanding of the readings, review the activities, and practice your Spanish language skills 
using different techniques such as group discussions, etc. The topics of discussion introduced during 
the in-person sessions will also be posted on the Discussion board on MyCourses and students will be 
able to continue discussing them after class in that venue. 

I remind everyone of their responsibility in ensuring that all video and associated materials are not 
reproduced or placed in the public domain. This means that each of you can use it for your educational 
(and research) purposes, but you cannot allow others to use it, by putting it up on the Internet or by 
giving it or selling it to others who may also copy it andmake it available.  

There may be modifications in the program, or readings, to adjust it to the rhythm of the class or due to 
external circumstances. Therefore, I ask you to consult the class program and the announcements in 
MyCourses 24hrs before each class.  

“© Instructor-generated course materials (e.g., handouts, notes, summaries, exam questions) are 
protected by law and may not be copied or distributed in any form or in any medium without explicit 
permission of the instructor. Note that infringements of copyright can be subject to follow up by the 
University under the Code of Student Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures.”  

IV. Methods of Evaluation 
-Participation (10%): Students are expected to prepare the assigned readings for each class and to 
participate actively. To do this, students can contribute to the class discussions (during the in-person 
classes, or by participating in the MyCourses Discussion Boards), expressing their points of view about 
the readings and discussion topics, answering the questions of the professor to the class, debating with 
their classmates, etc. It is essential for the student to do the assigned readings for each class and to be 
prepared to share their comments, observations, and questions. To facilitate the readings and 
discussions, there will be reading guides included in MyCourses and/or comments on the readings 
using the Perusall program. It is strongly suggested to consult the notes and/or questionnaires before 
the class. On many occasions, they will be the point of departure for the in-person discussions. In 
others, they will help the understanding of the assigned texts. The student should remember that for the 
in-person sessions, they will need to have the texts assigned accessible. 
-3 Quizzes on MyCourses (10%): There will be 3 Quizzes on MyCourses which will contain around 5 
questions each on readings and lectures. Questions are intended to be answered in 2/3 minutes each, 
and the whole quiz can be completed in 15 minutes. You will be able to consult all material when 



answering the quiz. The quiz will remain accessible during 72 hours (Friday noon to Monday noon). 
Once open the quiz, you will have 2 hours to complete it.  
I recommend to do the quiz only after all readings, and activities.  
- Short Essays (40%): (20% each) The student must submit two short essays (between 900 and 1200 
words) based on a series of proposed topics that will be posted on MyCourses two weeks prior the due 
date.  
The first essay may be REWRITTEN. Each version presented will be marked and its final grade will be 
the average of both versions. If the student does not present a second version, the final grade will 
correspond to the first version. If the first version is not delivered, the grade will be 0. Grammar and 
spelling are part of the grade of the essay, but they are NOT the central factor in the grading on the 
exercise. The correction guide is available on MyCourses (section Content under module Assignments). 
The second essay cannot be rewritten. For the second essay,  the student will have the option to 
structure their work as a timeline or a interactive map (using the apps odessey.js and/or timeline) of at 
least 4 entries, with a text of no more than 300 words in each entry.  
For the short essays, students should consult academic sources (between 2 and 4) and use MLA style, 
as it appears in the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, 8th edition. A shortened version of 
the book is available at: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/search.php.  
More information on how to write an essay is available on MyCourses. 
The essays should be submitted to the section Assignments in MyCourses.  
The due date of the essays are: 1st essay: October 4 (first version) and October 20 (second version), 
and 2nd essay: December 1st. 
- Midterm (15%): 5th November: Take Home: Short Essay (between 750 and 900 words) about one of 
the topics discussed in class up to that date. The student will have access to the topic for 24hs. however 
once begun the essay needs to be completed in 4 hours. Given the time limitation, the essay should not 
have quotes for textual support of arguments from primary nor secondary sources. Similar topics to the 
ones to be developed in the midterm will be posted on my courses one week prior the exercise. 
Important: The due date of essays will only be delayed for properly documented medical reasons. For 
the essays submitted after the delivery date, 3 points will be deducted for each day of delay. The essays 
submitted 7 days or more after the delivery date will be considered as “not presented”. For all essays, 
students should use Time New Roman, 12 points, throughout, double spaced, and the margins should 
not exceed 1 inch. Review general presentation for essays in the MLA link above.  
-Take HomeFinal Exam (25%): The final exam will cover all readings and discussions in class during 
the semester, and it is designed to be answered in 120 minutes. The student will have access to the 
exam during a period of 48 hours, however when you access it, you will have only 6 hours to finish it. 
It will consist in a combination of short and long answers. The exam will be offered during the period 
of formal examinations. In order to access the final exam, you will be asked to sign the following 
Honor Pledge: "I affirm that I will not give or receive any unauthorized help on this exam, and that all 
works will be my own." Exam will be submitted via MyCourses on pdf (double spaced, regular 
margins). More information regarding format will be available on MyCourses. 
IMPORTANT: According to Senate regulations, instructors are not permitted to make special 
arrangements for final exams. Please consult the Calendar, section 4.7.2.1, GeneralUniversity 
Information and Regulations. This course does not offer the possibility to increase the final grade 
through additional exams or other kinds of work.  

V. Academic Integrity  



“McGill University values academic integrity. Therefore, all students must understand the meaning and 
consequences of cheating, plagiarism and other academic offences under the Code of Student Conduct 
and Disciplinary Procedures”(see McGill’s guide to academic honesty for more information). 
(Approvedby Senate on 29 January 2003)  

VI. Language of Submission 
“In accord with McGill University’s Charter of Students’ Rights, students in this course have the right 
to submit in English or in French any written work that is to be graded. This does not apply to courses 
in which acquiring proficiency in a language is one of the objectives.”  
Note: In courses in which acquiring proficiency in a language is one of the objectives, the assessments 
shall be in the language of the course, in this case, Spanish. 

VII. Required Readings 
All primary readings for this course are available for the student in MyCourses. 
Adorno, Rolena. Colonial LatinAmerican Literature: A Very Short Introduction. Cambridge: Oxford 
University Press, 2011 (McGill Bookstore and McGillLibrary /digital version/) 

IX. Reading Schedule (all readings are included in MyCourses under Content, accompanied by specific 
activities) 
September 1: Introduccion - 
September 6 Literaturas del antiguo Mexico (Introducción general xiii- xxxii) 
September 8: Leon Portilla: Literaturas del antiguo Mexico (Introducción general xiii- xxxii) 
September 13: Colón: Diario del primer viaje ( hasta el 7 de septiembre + 9 de octubre a 16 de 
octubre) 
September 15: Colón: Diario del primer viaje (27 de noviembre, 11 a 13 de diciembre) Colón: Carta a 
Luis de Santander (opcional, Reading Colombus de Margarita Zamora) 

Septiembre 14: Add Drop period ends 
September 20: fray Ramon Pane Relación de las antigüedades de los indios (Introducción de Jose 
Arrom Y Relación hasta el Capítulo VI) 
 Course Withdrawal with refund deadline September 21 
September 22: fray Ramon Pane: Relación de las antigüedades de los indios (Introducción a 
Capítulo VI) 
September 27: Hernan Cortés: Segunda carta de relación (40 a 46 + 53 a 60) 
September 29: Hernan Cortés: Segunda carta de relación (65 a 78) (opcional, Elliot "The mental world 
of Hernan Cortes") 
October 4: Bartolomé de Las Casas: Brevísima relación de la destruccion de las Indias: 
(Argumento + Prólogo + Brevísima relación + De la isla Española + De los reinos que habia en 
la isla Espanola) /Quizz 1/ 
Octubre 6: Bartolomé de Las Casas: Brevísima relación de la destruccion de las Indias: (De la 
Nueva Espana y Paluco) (opcional,  Adorno "Fray Bartolomé de Las Casas, Polemist and Author in The 
Polemics of Possession) Isabel de Guevara - Carta (opcional Mencía de los Nidos/Ercilla La araucana 
canto VII) 

Primera entrega del primer ensayo breve 
October 11: Sahagun: Historia general de las cosas de la Nueva España (Prólogo, Al sincero 
lector, y Libro Primero Capítulo 1) 



October 13: Sahagun: Coloquios y doctrina cristiana (capítulo VI) (opcional, Castro Klaren 
"Produciendo a Sahagún: el problema de la autoría en Sahagún,...") 
    Devolución 
October 18: Guaman Poma: Nueva coronica (0 a 7) 
October 20: Guaman Poma: Nueva coronica (0 a 7) (opcional, Adorno "Felipe Guaman Poma de Ayala 
and The Polemics of Possession" in The Polemics of Possession) 

Segunda entrega del primer ensayo breve 
October 25: Inca Garcilaso de la Vega: Primera parte de los comentarios reales de los incas 
(Proemio, Advertencias, Libro Primero Capítulo IV, V , XV) 
October 27: Inca Garcilaso de la Vega: Historia general del Perú (Prólogos, Libro Primero 
Capítulo XXII y XXIII)  Quiz 2 
November 1:  Catalina de Erauso Memorias (selección) 
November 3: Catalina de Erauso Memorias (selección) 
November 8: Ensayo de revisión de mitad de término 
November 10: Moraña, "Barroco y conciencia criolla” 
November 15: Sor Juana: Sonetos (Sátira filosofica: Hombres necios) 
November 17: Sor Juana: Sonetos (A su retrato, En que da moral censura a una rosa)  
November 22: Arzans Historia de la villa imperial del Potosí (selección) 
November 24: Viscardo y Guzmán Carta a los españoles americanos 
November 29: Andres Bello: Alocucion a la Poesia (selección) -Echeverría El matadero /Quiz 3/ 
December 1: Echeverría El matadero 

Entrega 2do Ensayo Breve 
December 6: Cierre del curso y conclusiones 

“In the event of extraordinary circumstances beyond the University’s control, the content and/or 
evaluation scheme in this course is subject to change.” 

“As the instructor of this course I endeavor to provide an inclusive learning environment. However, if 
you experience barriers to learning in this course, do not hesitate to discuss them with me and the 
Office for Students with Disabilities, 514-398-6009.” 

“End-of-course evaluations are one of the ways that McGill works towards maintaining and improving 
the quality of courses and the student’s learning experience. You will be notified by e-mail when the 
evaluations are available. Please note that a minimum number of responses must be received for results 
to be available to students.” 

Know Your Rights! Additional policies governing academic issues which affect students can befound in 
the McGill Charter of Students' Rights" (The Handbook on Student Rights and Responsibilities is 
available here https://www.mcgill.ca/deanofstudents/rights ) 






