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I. Course Overview 

HISP 243 is a literature survey course designed to provide a robust introduction to Latin American literature 
and culture. Students will be challenged through intellectual rigor to examine a range of diverse Latin 
American societies and identities through texts representing unique places of enunciation. These include, 
but are not limited to, indigenous, mestizo, creole, peninsular, letrado, ladino, and more, written from 
locations spanning the Americas, pertaining to a broad range of discursive genres, such as history, journal, 
letter, relaciones, and more. To better understand the process of colonization, these texts are presented 
chronologically, providing the relevant context to build the framework on which Latin America has come 
to exist as we know it today. As the term progresses, we will examine the ongoing, and often tumultuous, 
relationship between discourse and society, and to identify, or perhaps reidentify, the processes that have 
shaped Latin American literature and identity. 

 

II. Learning Outcomes  

At the end of this course, the student must be able to: 

 Compare and contrast how authors employ distinct literary genres and define basic literary terms 
and concepts, including but not limited to literature, text, genre, poetry, chronicle, history, verse, 
strophe, author, rhyme, versification. 

 Engage with themes of cultural diversity, regional and individual identities, and literature as both 
a literary and cultural text. 

 Identify the distinct literary periods and movements throughout Latin America relative to their 
historical and cultural periods, and link to the processes of colonization and emerging nations that 
directly or indirectly guided the development of literary movements. 

 Improve your skillset with the rich toolkit of search tools available through the McGill library and 
its network of resources to locate relevant information, while also improving on critical reading to 
best summarize and evaluate the secondary sources located through this improvement of your 
skillset. 

 Identify and comment on the main themes present in the Latin American literature and culture up 
to the mid-19th century. 

 Contextualize succinctly and appropriately the texts presented throughout this course, while being 
able to link shared or evolving themes between different texts in relation to the development of a 
changing literary landscape. 

 Develop a pluricultural critical perspective in relation to the Latin American cultural productions 
to produce your own argumentative text in Spanish that is succinct, cohesive, and coherent. 

 Improve written and oral expression in Spanish and expand vocabulary. 
 

III. Instructional Methods 

There are two ninety-minute lectures per week. To get the most from this course, it is crucial to follow these 
steps with regards to the course material: 
 

Before Class: Read the assigned texts, any other assigned media, and prepare activities or 
questions to discuss in class. Plan for one to two hours of preparation time depending on the 
material.  
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In Class (in-person): Lectures will provide a space to meet in person and   
discuss the readings and review the assigned activities. These sessions will serve as the primary 
method of improving your understanding of the texts, the assigned activities relevant, and to 
practice your Spanish language skills through group discussions, etc.  
 
After Class: Students will engage with the material covered each week with their peers in the 

 
below for more information.  

 

IV. Evaluation 

Participation (15%): Students are expected to actively participate after preparing the assigned readings for 
each class by contributing to the class discussions, either in-person, or by building on in-class discussion 
through the MyCourses Discussion Boards, expressing their points of view about the texts and discussion 
topics, answering the questions posed to the class, debating with their classmates, etc. Note that for 
participation on the MyCourses Discussion Boards to be counted, the student must have been present in 
class.   

 

It is essential for the student to adequately prepare the assigned readings and be prepared to share their 
comments, observations, and questions. The student should remember that for the  

in-person sessions, they will need to have the texts assigned accessible. 

 

Two Short Essays (40% total, 20% each): Two short essays (4-5 pages, 1000-1200 words) will be 
submitted based on topics posted to MyCourses two weeks prior to the due date. To improve as a writer 
of a strong, cohesive argument, the first essay may be rewritten. The first version presented will be valued 
at 60% of the final grade, and the edited version will be valued at 40%. If the student does not present a 
second version by the due date, the final grade will correspond to the first version. If the first version is 
not delivered, the grade will be 0. Although grammar and spelling constitute a factor in grading, they are 
not the principal concern to the reader. The second short essay cannot be rewritten.  

 

For the short essays, or any written work, students should consult an appropriate number of academic 
sources, and what is appropriate is contextual and will be discussed in class. In some cases, two sources 
might be sufficient, and in others, more may be necessary. MLA style is expected for formatting as it 
appears in the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, 9th edition. A shortened version of the 
book is available here in this link. We will be devoting a portion of a class to essay writing. 

 

Essay submission is only accepted through the Assignments section in MyCourses, the same space where 
the topics will be posted. No other forms of delivery, including email, are permitted.  

 

Midterm (15%): An in-class exam of short answer questions written by hand, between 250-300 words per 
question, about the topics discussed up to that date. Given the time limitation, the answers do not require 
quotes for textual support of arguments from primary nor secondary sources. Practice topics will be 
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available on MyCourses beforehand, and we will discuss this together during one of the lectures to best 
prepare.  

 

Final Exam (30%): The final exam will cover all material and discussions from the semester. Similar to 
the midterm, it consists of short questions, and there will also be a longer answer from a selection of 
topics. The exam will take place during the period of formal examinations, centrally scheduled by the 
University. Refer to McGill exams for more details.  

 

This course does not offer the possibility to increase the final grade through additional exams or other 
. 

 

V. Discussion Board: Rules and Structure 
 

A. Discussion Board Objective 

The Discussion Board will allow students to interact with the class material and with other students 
in a critical and respectful manner.  

B. Discussion Board Structure 

Definitions: A FORUM is a collection of topics linked to a specific class in the Discussion area of 
MyCourses. Note that each forum shares its title with the class they are linked to. (See General 
Course Outline below). Within each forum is a TOPIC, which is a specific subject that includes but 
is not limited to events, daily life objects, paintings, and music relevant to the subject of the forum. 

Structure: The Discussion Board is composed of several forums, usually one discussion forum per 
text that we examine (with the exclusion of the first and last class of the semester). Each forum will 
contain topics building on discussions from the lecture. 

C. Discussion Board Participation 

Students are required to participate in at least 9 of the available FORUMS through at least 1 topic within 
each of those forums, with each entry worth 1.5% of their total grade. They must do so according to the 
following distribution: 

 At least 3 forums from January 9 to February 8. 

 At least 3 forums from February 13 to March 12. 

 At least 3 forums from March 17 to April 12. 

Keep track of your contributions as there are no make-up posts allowed, i.e., if no posts are made until the 
final three classes of the semester, only three entries are marked as complete, regardless of how many posts 
are made during those final three classes.   

D. Valid vs. Invalid Posts 

To be considered valid, posts in the Discussion Board must be  

(1) Informative (they must develop an idea based on facts and/or arguments). 
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(2) Relevant (they must be linked to the topic/forum subject or expand it in a  

logical/significant way).  

(3) Be approximately 150 words long (never exceeding 200 words); and 

(4) Comply with Moderation Rules (see below). 

Posts that do not satisfy the conditions stated above are not counted towards the participation grade. 

E. Post submission deadlines - IMPORTANT 

Please plan your participation in the Discussion Board carefully, and, when possible, contribute 
immediately after class. Forums are available only for a limited period. Forums (and their 
associated Topics) are available for one week starting on the date of their associated lecture. 
Therefore, students have one week to participate in a Forum. Students will not be able to post 
messages to the Forum once the submission deadline has passed. 

F. Discussion Board Language 

Messages must be written in Spanish and should be written in a Word Processor before posting to 
a forum in the Discussion Board to ensure grammatical correctness and avoid technical 
complications. 

G. Discussion Board Moderation Rules 

Participation in the Discussion Board is subject to the following moderation rules: 

1. Never post personal information about another participant. This includes identifying any individual 
by their real name if they have not already done so or providing personal contact information. 

2. Don't defame anyone or any organization. A comment is defamatory if it lowers or harms the 
reputation of a person or organization. This is not the place to insult or accuse anyone of 
wrongdoing or incompetence. 

3. Don't post anything that could be considered intolerant of a person's race, culture, appearance, 
gender, sexual preference, religion, or age. 

4. Do not be obscene and/or use foul language. People from different backgrounds participate on this 
site. Disguising profanities by deliberately misspelling them doesn't make them any less offensive. 

5. Don't personally insult or harass other participants. Always focus on the logic of the argument 
rather than the individuals involved in the argument. Participants are entitled to choose not to enter 
into debate with you. 

6. Don't post or link to any inappropriate, offensive, or illegal material. Don't post any advertisements. 
7. -harm, suicide, violence, or criminal activity of any kind. 
8. 

above will also be moderated. 
9. Please don't raise concerns about the moderation on the site as it disrupts the flow of any discussion. 

Please direct any queries regarding moderation directly to the course instructor or TA. 

Removal of content: Any message that, in the view of the moderator, breaches the moderation rules will be 
removed. Posts that breach the rules are automatically excluded from the course grade and can contribute 
negatively towards it. 
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Post Preapproval: The Instructor and of this course have the right to establish a pre-approval process for 
posts of individual students or groups at any time if considered necessary. 

 

VI. Course Materials 

As an advocate of Open Educational Resources (OER), it is essential that high-quality educational materials 
should be available to everyone without creating unnecessary economic barriers. All materials used in this 
course will be made available through the McGill library or other online depositories, as many of these 
texts are in the public domain. If you prefer to own a copy or if for whatever reason you are not able to 
access the books through the McGill Library website, any edition is acceptable. 
 
All other textual and visual material will be available through the McGill University Library and/or other 
online platforms. 
 

VII. McGill Policy Statements 

Policy On Missed Evaluations: There are no make-up tests for missed evaluations unless a doctor's 
certificate (signed by a doctor) is provided within the next 5 days of the absence. The note must cover the 
day and hour of the test. It must bear the doctor´s office or hospital logo and a contact number. If a problem 
arises, students are expected to contact their professor before the exam date by e-mail. Longer weekends 
out of town and prolonged holidays, for example, will not be accepted as a valid excuse. No travel 
arrangements by yourself or family member should be made before knowing evaluations dates. If you do 
not abide to the above rules for a missed test or an in-class composition, you will receive a 0. There are no 
extensions for Forum contributions. 

 

Policy on Course Materials: I remind everyone of their responsibility in ensuring that videos and associated 
materials of this course are not reproduced or placed in the public domain. This means that each of you can 
use it for your educational (and research) purposes, but you cannot allow others to use it, by putting it up 
on the Internet or by giving it or selling it to others who may also copy it and make it available. Please refer 

udents on Remote Teaching and Learning for further 
information. Thank you very much for your help with this.  

 

Policy on Video/Audio Recordings: No audio or video recording of Zoom Meetings or interactions with 
the instructor and/or other students is allowed without the explicit permission of the instructor and/or the 
students involved in the interaction.  

 

have the right to submit in English or in French any written work that is to be graded. This does not apply 
to courses in which acquiring proficiency 
21 January 2009 - see also the section in this document on Assignments and Evaluation.) Note: In courses 
in which acquiring proficiency in a language is one of the objectives, the assessments shall be in the 
language of the course, in this case, Spanish. 
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Policy on Academic Integrity: McGill University values academic integrity. Therefore, all students must 
understand the meaning and consequences of cheating, plagiarism and other academic offences under the 
Code of Student Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures (see www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/honest/ for more 
information).  

 

-of-Course Evaluati -of-course evaluations are one of the ways that McGill works 

be notified by e-mail when the evaluations are available. Please note that a minimum number of responses 
 

 

the content and/or evaluation scheme in this course is subject to change. 

 

Policy on the use of MC2 (Mobile Computing and Communications): The use of MC2 (mobile computing 
and communications) devices must, in all cases, respect policies and regulations of the University, including 
in particular the following: 1. The Code of Student Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures; 2. The Policy 
Concerning the Rights of Students with Disabilities; 3. The Policy on the Responsible Use of McGill IT 
Resources.  

 

Copyright of Lectures Statement: All slides, video recordings, lecture notes, e
intellectual property. As such, you may use these only for your own learning (and research, with proper 
referencing/citation) ends. You are not permitted to disseminate or share these materials; doing so may 
violate the instruct  

 

Universal Design for Learning: The instructor of this course wishes to provide an inclusive learning 
environment. Should you experience barriers to learning in this course, do not hesitate to discuss them with 
me and/or the Office for Students with Disabilities, 514-398-6009 For further information contact 
http://www.mcgill.ca/osd/.     

 

 

A certain email etiquette is expected from your emails, please watch this informative video.  
 Include a courteous greeting and closing and use proper titles and forms to address your professor. 

 Demonstrate professionalism and respect in your emails. 

 Use correct spelling and standard grammar in your communications. Avoid typing in all capital 
letters. Avoid the use of abbreviation and informal language. 

Special care must be taken in online meetings to avoid misunderstandings. Finally, make sure to 
demonstrate the same professionalism and respect in the online class toward all members as you would in 
a face-to-face class. 

 

Sensitive Content Statement: Content warning: Please be aware that some of the course content may be 
disturbing for some students. It has been included in the course because it directly relates to the learning 
outcomes. Please contact the instructor if you have specific concerns about this.  
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Text-Matching Software: Note that to support academic integrity, your assignments may be submitted to 
text-matching or other appropriate software (e.g., formula-, equation-, and graph-  
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VIII. General Course Outline 
 

Date Topic Required Reading 
Before Class 

Due Dates 

Wed., 4 
Jan 

Course 
Introduction  
The Hispanic 
World 
through maps   

Course Syllabus 
(MyCourses)  

  

Mon., 9 
Jan 

Early writing, 
Literaturas del 
antiguo 
México 

Miguel Leon Portilla: 
Literaturas del antiguo 
México (Introducción 
general xiii- xxxii) 

 

Wed., 
11 Jan 

Colón: Diario 
del primer 
viaje 

Leer hasta el 7 de 
septiembre, y 9 de 
octubre a 16 de 
octubre   

 

Mon., 
16 Jan 

Colón: Diario 
del primer 
viaje 

27 de noviembre, 11 a 
13 de diciembre, y 
también leer Colón: 
Carta a Luis de 
Santander 

 
 



10 
 

Wed., 
18 Jan 

Fray Ramon 
Pane: 
Relación de 
las 
antigüedades 
de los indios   

Introducción de Jose  
Arrom y Relación hasta 
el Capítulo VI 

 
 

Mon., 
23 Jan 

Hernan 
Cortés: 
Segunda carta 
de relación 

Páginas 40 a 46, 53 a 60 
 

 
 

Wed., 
25 Jan 

Hernan 
Cortés: 
Segunda carta 
de relación 

Páginas 65 a 78  

Mon., 
30 Jan 

Bartolomé de 
Las Casas: 
Brevísima 
relación de la 
destrucción de 
las Indias 
 

Argumento, Prólogo, 
Brevísima relación, De 
la isla Española, De los 
reinos que había en 
la isla Espanola 

 

Wed., 1 
Feb 

Bartolomé de 
Las Casas: 
Brevísima 
relación de la 
destrucción de 
las Indias 
 

De la Nueva España y 
Paluco, Isabel de 
Guevara - Carta 

 

Mon., 6 
Feb 

Sahagun: 
Historia 
general de las 
cosas de la 
Nueva España 

Prólogo, Al sincero 
lector, y Libro Primero 
Capítulo 1 

Entregar ensayo 1, primera versión 
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Wed., 8 
Feb 

Sahagun: 
Coloquios y 
doctrina 
cristiana  

Capitulo sexto  

Mon., 
13 Feb 

Guaman 
Poma: Nueva 
coronica  

Guaman Poma: Nueva 
coronica (0 a 7) 
 

Devolución de ensayo 1 

Wed., 
15 Feb 

Inca Garcilaso 
de la Vega: 
Primera parte 
de los 
comentarios 
reales de los 
incas 

Proemio, Advertencias, 
Libro Primero Capítulo 
IV, V , XV 

 

Mon., 
20 Feb 

Inca Garcilaso 
de la Vega: 
Historia 
general del 
Perú  
 

Prólogos, Libro Primero 
Capítulo XXII y XXIII 

Entregar ensayo 1, segunda versión 

Wed., 
22 Feb Mid-term Exam during class 

 
Winter Reading Break: from February 27 to March 3 (some exceptions apply) 
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Mon., 3 
Mar 

Catalina de 
Erauso: Historia 
de la monja 
Alferez Doña 
Catalina de 
Erauso  

Capítulo 1 y 2  

Wed., 5 
Mar 

Catalina de 
Erauso: Historia 
de la monja 
Alferez Doña 
Catalina de 
Erauso  

Capítulo 3 y 4  

Mon., 
10 Mar 

Bernardo de 
Balbuena: 
Grandeza 
mexicana 

Al lector, selección   

Wed., 
12 Mar 

Bernardo de 
Balbuena: 
Grandeza 
mexicana 

Al lector, selección  

Mon., 
17 Mar 

Sor Juana: 
Sonetos  

Sátira filosófica: 
Hombres necios 

 

Wed., 
19 Mar 

Sor Juana: 
Sonetos  

A su retrato, En que da 
moral censura a una 
rosa 
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Mon., 
24 Mar 

Bartolom  
Arz ns de 
Ors a y Vela 
Historia de la 
villa imperial 
del Potosí  

Selección  se dividen 
relatos entre 
estudiantes 

 

Wed., 
26 Mar 

Bartolom  
Arz ns de 
Ors a y Vela 
Historia de la 
villa imperial 
del Potosí  

Selección  se dividen 
relatos entre 
estudiantes 

 

Mon., 3 
Apr 

Andres Bello 
hispanoamericanas: 

 

Entregar segundo ensayo 

Wed., 5 
Apr 

Andres Bello: 
Alocucion a la 
Poesia  

hispanoamericanas: 
 

 

Mon., 
10 Apr 

Esteben 
Echeverría El 
matadero 

Selección  
Introducción, y 
Selección  se dividen 
relatos entre 
estudiantes 
 

 

Wed., 
12 Apr 

Cierre del 
curso y 
conclusiones 

  

Final Exam scheduled by McGill. 

 

 


