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JWST 347 Fall Semester 2017 
Modern Jewish Studies 
 
Esther Frank 
esther.frank@mcgill.ca 
Office: W Arts 233 
Office Hours: Tues and Thurs 2-3:30 
Tel. number 514 398 6546 
 
Course Topic 
Canadian and American Novels written by Jewish authors. 
 
 
Course Description: 
 
     In past years critics of Canadian and American Jewish Literatures have grappled with 
the established distinctions between the two fields of study. Recently, some critics have 
argued that despite the different immigration and cultural histories, some literary 
characteristics are common to both, and fixed divisions along “national” can be 
challenged. 
 
     In this course, we will examine six novels three written by Canadian writers and two 
by Americans and one who defines himself as neither?  We will analyze them carefully 
and address the question of what a constellation -Jewish-American -Canadian- in any 
order would look like. What critical terms would we require to challenge or support the 
present divisions in the disciplines. 
 
Instructional Method: 
 
Lecture 
Class Participation 
 
Evaluation 
 
Class participation 10% 
Mid Term paper     40% 
Final Paper             50% 
DUE DATES TO BE ANNOUNCED SHORTLY 
 
 
REQUIRED READINGS: 
 
Sept 5 introductory lecture 
 
We will be reading each novel for approximately 2 weeks in the following order: 
1.The Second Scroll. A.M.Klein 
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2.The Sacrifice.         A. Wiseman  
3.Fugitive Pieces. A Michaels 
4. Mr Sammler’s Planet.  Saul Bellow 
5. The World to Come.    Dara Horn. 
6. The Free World.         David Bezmozgis 
 
 
Precise dates will be presented in mid September before the Jewish Holidays, when all 
classes are CANCELLED. 
 
 
All books may be purchased at the McGill Bookstore. 
In accord with McGill University’s Charter of Students’ Rights, students in this course 
have the right to submit in English or in French any written work that is to be graded. 
This does not apply to courses in acquiring proficiency in a language is one of the 
objectives. 
 
McGill University values academic integrity Therefore, all students must understand the 
meaning and consequences of cheating, plagiarism and other academic offences under the 
Code of Student Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures.  


