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ISLA 777: Islamic Philosophy 

 
 

Winter, 2016 
Morrice Hall 328 

Wednesdays, 12:35-2:25 
 
 

Prof. Robert Wisnovsky 
Institute of Islamic Studies 

robert.wisnovsky@mcgill.ca 
Tel: 514-398-4400 x09692 

 
 
 
 

Description 
 
Muḥammad ʿAbduh (d. 1323/1905) is best known for his writings on Islamic reform. Less well 
known is a lengthy scholastic treatise that he composed in 1292/1876, early in his career: his 
Gloss (Taʿlīqāt) on Jalāl al-Dīn al-Dawānī’s (d. 907/1501) Commentary (Sharḥ) on ʿAḍud al-Dīn al-
Ījī’s (756/1355) Creed (al-ʿAqāʾid al-ʿAḍudiyyah). The class will begin with one week on Ījī’s ʿAqāʾid 
ʿAḍudiyyah; then move on to five weeks on Dawānī’s Sharḥ; and end with six weeks on ʿAbduh’s 
Taʿlīqāt, starting with a discussion of recent challenges to, and defenses of, ʿAbduh’s authorship 
of this work. We will focus on these authors’ discussions of three core problems of Islamic 
philosophical theology: whether the world is eternal or originated-in-time, how God knows 
particular things, and whether our bodies will be resurrected.  
 
 
 

Requirements 
 
Each student is required to prepare all the assignments for every class, and to participate 
actively in reading, translation and discussion during class. In addition, each student is 
required to select two weeks – one in the first half of the semester, the other in the second half 
of the semester – in which to make a half-hour presentation, including a handout. Finally, each 
student is required to submit a 20-page (minimum) paper on a topic related to one or more of 
the issues discussed in the seminar.  
 
 

Grading 
 
The grade will be calculated according to the following criteria: class participation and 
presentations = 60%; paper = 40%.  
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Jan 13.  Logistics.  Aim and scope of the class.  
 
Jan 20.  Ī j ī  and his Creed  
Presentation (a): Ījī’s life and works [TBD] 
Presentation (b): The aim and scope of the Creed  [RW] 
Reading: Ījī, al-ʿAqāʾid al-ʿAḍudiyyah, entire 
 
Jan 27.  Dawān ī  and his Commentary ;  the Firqah Nā j iyah 
Presentation (a): Dawānī’s life and works [TBD] 
Presentation (b): The aim and scope of the Commentary [RW] 
Reading: Dawānī, Sharḥ al-ʿAqāʾid al-ʿAḍudiyyah 
 39,1-42,14 (ed. Khusrawshāhī)  
 
Feb 3.  Was the world originated or is it  eternal,  just as God is? 
Presentation (a): Ghazālī’s critique of the philosophers in his Tahāfut al-falāsifah [TBD] 
Reading: Dawānī, Sharḥ al-ʿAqāʾid al-ʿAḍudiyyah 
 42,15-56,17 (ed. Khusrawshāhī)  
 
Feb 10.  The obligation to know God; God’s existence and necessity  
Presentation (a): The Avicennian turn in Sunni and Shi‘ite kalām [RW] 
Reading: Dawānī, Sharḥ al-ʿAqāʾid al-ʿAḍudiyyah 
 56,18-72,23 (ed. Khusrawshāhī)  
 
Feb 17.  God’s knowledge of particulars  
Presentation (a): Ghazālī’s critique of the philosophers in his Tahāfut al-falāsifah [TBD] 
Reading: Dawānī, Sharḥ al-ʿAqāʾid al-ʿAḍudiyyah 
 72,23-84,14 (ed. Khusrawshāhī)  
 
Feb 24.  God’s other attributes;  God’s perfection, uniqueness and transcendence; 

the valuation of human acts;  angels;  the Qur ʾān’s createdness;  the problem 
of bodily resurrection  

Presentation (a): Ghazālī’s critique of the philosophers in his Tahāfut al-falāsifah [TBD] 
Reading: Dawānī, Sharḥ al-ʿAqāʾid al-ʿAḍudiyyah 
 84,15-122,12 (ed. Khusrawshāhī)  
 
Mar 2.  NO CLASS: STUDY BREAK 
 
Mar 9.  ʿAbduh and his Ta ʿ l īqāt ;  the Firqah Nā j iyah 
Presentation (a) Earlier Glosses on Dawānī’s Commentary [ND] 
Presentation (b) ʿAbduh’s life and works; the authorship of the Taʿlīqāt [TBD] 
ʿAbduh, al-Taʿlīqāt ʿalā Sharḥ al-ʿAqāʾid al-ʿAḍudiyyah 
 §1-§4, 151,1-165,25 (ed. Khusrawshāhī)  
 
Mar 16.  Problem I:  Was the world originated or is it  eternal,  just as God is?  
ʿAbduh, al-Taʿlīqāt ʿalā Sharḥ al-ʿAqāʾid al-ʿAḍudiyyah 
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 §5-§55, 166,1-264,7 (ed. Khusrawshāhī)  
 
Mar 23.  Problem I:  Was the world originated or is it  eternal,  just as God is?  
ʿAbduh, al-Taʿlīqāt ʿalā Sharḥ al-ʿAqāʾid al-ʿAḍudiyyah 
 §5-§55, 166,1-264,7 (ed. Khusrawshāhī)  
 
Mar 30.  Problem II:  Is  God so sublime that He only knows things in a general 

way, or can He know particular things just as we do?  
ʿAbduh, al-Taʿlīqāt ʿalā Sharḥ al-ʿAqāʾid al-ʿAḍudiyyah 
 §111-§148, 349,1-414,10 (ed. Khusrawshāhī)  
 
Apr 6.  Problem II:  Is  God so sublime that He only knows things in a general 

way, or can He know particular things just as we do?  
ʿAbduh, al-Taʿlīqāt ʿalā Sharḥ al-ʿAqāʾid al-ʿAḍudiyyah 
 §111-§148, 349,1-414,10 (ed. Khusrawshāhī)  
 
Apr 13.  Problem III :  After we die,  do our souls alone survive, or will  our bodies 

be resurrected as well? 
ʿAbduh, al-Taʿlīqāt ʿalā Sharḥ al-ʿAqāʾid al-ʿAḍudiyyah 
 §216-§222, 495,1-502,15 (ed. Khusrawshāhī)  
 


