
INTD 497 
Critical Interventions: 

 Humanitarian Action in the 21st Century: Dilemmas and challenges 
Winter 2018 

Class time: Fridays, 2:35-5.25pm 
Room: 688 Sherbrooke, room 365 
Instructor: Professor of Practice Rachel Kiddell-Monroe 
Office hours: Fridays, 1230 - 2pm. Room 240, Peterson Hall 
Email: Rachel.Kiddell-Monroe@mcgill.ca 

I. COURSE OVERVIEW 

The course will introduce students to some of the key issues facing humanitarian action today. 
Through practical case studies and theory, students will identify, analyze and reflect on cross cut-
ting dilemmas and challenges facing practitioners and policy makers alike.  

Using case studies, lectures and the in structor’s first-hand experiences from 25 years of humani-
tarian work,  these seminars will encourage students to engage with the issues from both a theo-
retical and a practical perspective.   We will look at key ethical dilemmas and challenges, such as 
when to intervene, how to intervene, with who and with what, and at what cost, in contexts rang-
ing from Rwanda to Yemen, from Syria to Central African Republic. We will look at some of the 
key challenges to the humanitarian “system” and based on these experiences, discuss the future of 
humanitarian action in the 21st century.  

Unique to this course will be the translation of theory to action. As well as producing a final aca-
demic paper a humanitarian topic related to the course, students will learn how to develop policy 
briefs and how to translate the learning from the course into a meaningful humanitarian action in 
the local Montreal community. 

Learning objectives and approach 
This course is organized in three parts:  
Part 1 Humanitarianism: Past, present and future.  
Part 2 Humanitarian contexts: reflecting on common dilemmas and challenges 
Part 3 Humanitarian: Ethics,  privilege and careers. 



A running theme of the seminar series will be the group project developed by students bringing 
the principles of humanitarian action into current contexts being faced by societies today.  
By the end of this course students should be able to: 

• Appreciate the convergences and divergences between theory and practice in humanitari-
an action 

• Develop and present persuasive oral and written arguments related to humanitarian theo-
ry and practice 

• Critically engage interdisciplinary, scholarly and practical debates about humanitarian 
intervention 

• Conduct independent research and writing that explores the themes of the course further 
• Develop an awareness about global humanitarian needs and the links to their local com-

munity. 
The teaching methods used to achieve these objectives include:  

• Brief lectures to introduce key terms and theoretical debates 
• Class discussions 
• Student presentations and projects 
• Audiovisual materials 
• Guest lectures and panels 
• Guided reading and independent research 
• Interactions with the humanitarian community in Montreal  

Readings  
Required readings are identified below under each seminar. They are available as ebooks through 
the McGill library and on the internet. As necessary, articles will be available via MyCourses. 
There is no course reader for this class.  I added a list of optional readings and additional texts at 
the end of this outline. Since many of the issues we will discuss are current, I will post articles 
and video links relevant for the courses in MyCourses throughout the seminar series.  Students 
are also encouraged to share articles they come across relevant to what we are discussing in class. 

Assignments and Assessment 
20%  Participation in class (5%), weekly journal entries (5%) and class presentation (10%) 
25% Collaborative Humanitarian Project and class updates 
20% Policy brief  
10% Outline of final paper 
25% Final research paper 

Important dates 
12 January  Course begins 
16 February  Choice of Collaborative Humanitarian Project finalised 



2 March Outline of final paper due (please bring two copies to class) 
15 March Policy brief due 
30 March  Class project implemented (final date) 
6 April  No class 
13 April  Final class and final paper due  

II. WEEKLY COURSE SCHEDULE 

January 12:  Introductory overview  
• Who are we? 
• Meet your teacher 
• Principles and goals of the seminar series 
• Outline and methodology, assignments and expectations 
• The Collaborative Humanitarian Project 

Part 1 Humanitarianism: Past, present and future 
   
January 19: Humanitarianism: where are we going? 
  Readings: 

• Michael Barnett. 2011. Empire of Humanity: A History of Humanitarianism. 
Cornell University Press. pp.1-49.  

• David Rieff. 2002. A bed for the night: Humanitarianism in crisis. Simon 
and Schuster. pp. 31-56. 

• Craig Calhoun, Michael Barnett, Thomas Weiss. 2008. The Imperative to 
Reduce Suffering: Charity, Progress, and Emergencies in the Field of Hu-
manitarian Action. Humanitarianism in Question: Politics, Power, Ethics 
2008, Ithaca, Cornell University Press. pp. 73-97. 

 Policy papers/commentary/audiovisual 
• ICVA. March 2017. The Grand Bargain Explained: An ICVA briefing paper. 

https://www.icvanetwork.org/system/files/versions/Grand_Bargain_Explai-
ned_ICVAbriefingpaper.pdf 

• Oxfam commitments at the WHS https://www.oxfam.org/sites/www.ox-
fam.org/files/file_attachments/bn-commitment-to-change-whs-220416-
en_0.pdf 

• Medecins du Monde commitment at WHS https://www.icvanetwork.org/sys-
tem/files/versions/Medecins%20du%20Monde%20-
%20Doctors%20of%20the%20World%20-%20WHS%20Commitments.pdf 
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• MSF. November 2016. Emergency gap: The challenges of localised humani-
tarian aid. Centre for Applied Reflection on Humanitarian Practice. https://
arhp.msf.es/emergency-gap-papers-aid-environment/emergency-gap-chal-
lenges-localised-humanitarian-aid 

• UK Consortium of NGOs. 2013. Missed Opportunities: The Case for 
Strengthening National and Local Partnership-Based Humanitarian Re-
sponses https://reliefweb.int/report/world/missed-opportunities-case-
strengthening-national-and-local-partnership-based 

   
First half:  Introduction/Student presentations/Discussion 
Second half: Guest panel: The World Humanitarian Summit: controversies and promises 
   
January 26:  Humanitarian principles: 
  Readings:  

• Didier Fassin. 2011. The impossible problem of neutrality in Forces of Com-
passion: Humanitarianism Between Ethics and Politics. Eds: Erica Bornstein 
& Peter Redfield. School for Advanced Research Press. 2011. 

• Hugo Slim 2015 Humanitarian Ethics: A Guide to the Morality of Aid in 
War and Disaster.  Hurst & Company, London. pp, 65-73.  

• Antonio Donini & Carolina Abu-Sada. 2012. Humanitarianism, Perceptions 
and Power in In the eyes of others: How people in crisis perceive humanitar-
ian aid. MSF.  http://www.msf.org/sites/msf.org/files/msf-in-the-eyes-of-oth-
ers.pdf pp183-192 

• Alastair Ager and Joey Ager. 2011. Faith and the Discourse of Secular Hu-
manitarianism. Journal of Refugee Studies, Volume 24, Issue 3, 1 September 
2011, Pages 456–472, https://doi.org/10.1093/jrs/fer030 https://academ-
ic.oup.com/jrs/article/24/3/456/1567970 

  Policy papers/commentary/audiovisual 
• Ed Schenkenberg. 2015. Coming clean on neutrality and independence - In-

ternational .... ICRC. https://www.icrc.org/en/download/file/19014/irc_97_1-
2-12.pdf 

• Kate Mackintosh. 2000. The Principles of Humanitarian Action in In-
ternational Humanitarian ... ODI Humanitarian Practice Group Report 5. 
https://www.odi.org/resources/docs/305.pdf 

First half Introduction/Student presentations/Discussion 
Second half: Guest Panel: Taking action to address humanitarian issues #1 
   
Part 2:  Humanitarian contexts: reflecting on common dilemmas and challenges 
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February 2:  Introduction to forced migration 
  Policy briefs/commentary/audio-visual 

• Oscar Martinez (2017) Escaping death asylum seekers surge in Mexico.  
Univision Noticias & Elfaro. http://www.univision.com/univision-news/
latin-america/special-report-escaping-death-asylum-seekers-surge-in-mexico 

• Maye Primera (2017).  El Salvador, a country sown with death. Univision 
Noticias & Elfaro. http://www.univision.com/univision-news/latin-america/
el-salvador-a-country-sown-with-death 

• Nina Lakhani. Reporting on people on the move in Mexico and Central 
America. The Guardian. https://www.theguardian.com/profile/nina-lakhani 

• Xxx A Desperate Escape Reuters 2017 October 27.   http://fingfx.thomson-
reuters.com/gfx/rngs/MYANMAR-ROHINGYA/010051BF2YZ/index.html 

• Sullivan, Kevin (2015) Refuge. The Washington Post. http://www.washing-
tonpost.com/sf/syrian-refugees/story/refuge/ 

• ICRC (2016). Forced to flee: A multi-disciplinary conference on internal 
displacement, migration and refugee crises. https://www.icrc.org/en/in-
ternational-review/article/forced-flee-multi-disciplinary-conference-internal-
displacement 

• Browse 2 UNHCR Global Reports 2016 on Africa, Asia, Americas, MENA 
and Europe see http://www.unhcr.org/search?
page=search&query=global+report&skip=0&querysi=global+report+2016&
searchin=title&sort=relevance  

• Alexander Betts https://www.ted.com/talks/alexander_-
betts_our_refugee_system_is_failing_here_s_how_we_can_fix_it 

• MSF. 2017. Interview with MSF Canada explaining why the migration flow 
from Central America through Mexico is a hidden humanitarian crisis. You-
Tube.ca. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9_kcnbffey0 

• Ai WeiWei https://www.facebook.com/theguardian/videos/
10156284412991323/ 

  Documentary:  Ai WeiWei’s  “Human flow” 
  Group meetings to discuss the Collaborative Humanitarian Project.  
  
February 9: What’s in a name? Refugees, migrants and the challenges to international   
  refugee and human rights law 
  Reading: 

• Susan Forbes Martin. 2005. Evolving Institutional Responses: Towards a UN 
High Commissioner for Forced Migrants in The Uprooted: Improving Hu-
manitarian Responses to Forced Migration. pp, 81-128. (Print copy in li-
brary) 
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• Zetter R.. 2007. More labels, fewer refugees: Remaking the refugee label in 
an era of globalization. Journal of Refugee Studies 20(2). 

• Batchelor, C.. 1995. Stateless Persons: Some Gaps in International 
Protection. 7 Int'l J. Refugee L. 232. http://heinonline.org/HOL/LandingPage?
handle=hein.journals/intjrl7&div=27&id=&page= 

  Policy briefs/commentary/audio-visual 
• Sir Michael Aaronson. October 9, 2017. Refugees, migrants, IDPs: Protect-

ing people on the move—without distinction. http://blogs.icrc.org/law-and-
policy/category/migration/ 

• Robert Skidelsky. 2017. Inconvenient truths about migration. Project Syndi-
cate.  https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/immigration-inconve-
nient-truths-by-robert-skidelsky-2017-11?
utm_source=Project+Syndicate+Newsletter&utm_campaign=3cb5da1806-
sunday_newsletter_26_11_2017&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_73bad
5b7d8-3cb5da1806-93480029 

• Documentary: Fuocoammare/Fire at Sea (2016). Netflix.ca. 
  Reference 

• 1951 Convention Relating the the status of refugees see http://www.un-
hcr.org/1951-refugee-convention.html 

• 1961, Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness http://www.unhcr.org/
protection/statelessness/3bbb286d8/convention-reduction-statelessness.html 

• 1984 Cartagena Declaration on Refugees see http://hrlibrary.umn.edu/in-
stree/cartagena1984.html 

First half:  Introduction/Student presentations/Discussion 
Second half:  Guest lecture/Class discussion 
  Update on Collaborative Humanitarian Project. 

February 16:  Refusing refuge: A Global Crisis of reception 
  Readings:  

• Gibney M.. 2006. A thousand little Guantanamos: Western States measures 
to prevent the arrival of refugees. In  Tunstall, Kate E.. 2006., Displacement, 
Asylum, Migration: The Oxford Amnesty Lectures 2004. [online]. Oxford 
University Press. Available from:<http://www.myilibrary.com?ID=76228> 
11 December 2017. 

• Maurice Stierl. 2016. A sea of struggle – activist border interventions in the 
Mediterranean Sea. Citizenship Studies. Vol. 20 , Issue 5.  

  Policy briefs/commentary/audio-visual 
• Khaled Khalifa. 20 August 2017. Living in a void: life in Damascus after the 

exodus.  https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/aug/22/living-in-a-void-
life-in-damascus-after-the-exodus 
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• Loren B Landau and Caroline Kihato. 5 July 2017. Securitising Africa’s bor-
ders is bad for migrants, democracy, and development. IRIN News. See  
http://www.irinnews.org/opinion/2017/07/05/securitising-africa-s-borders-
bad-migrants-democracy-and-development 

• Charles Heller and Lorenzo Pezzani. 2017. Blaming the Rescuers: Criminal-
ising solidarity, reinforcing deterrence. https://blamingtherescuers.org/; 
(2016) Death by rescue; The lethal effects of EU’s policies of non-assistance. 
https://deathbyrescue.org/ 

• Nour Youssef. 19 Nov 2017. Sale of Migrants as Slaves in Libya Causes 
Outrage in Africa and Paris. New York Times. https://www.nytimes.com/
2017/11/19/world/africa/libya-migrants-slavery.html 

• Naomi Klein. 2017. Canada prepares for a new wave of refugees. The Inter-
cept.  https://theintercept.com/2017/11/22/canada-prepares-for-a-new-wave-
of-refugees-as-haitians-flee-trumps-america/ 

• Sissi Wang. March 4, 2017. Canadian Law students call for the STCA to be 
suspended immediately. http://precedentjd.com/news/law-students-call-for-
the-stca-to-be-suspended-immediately/ 

• Michael Lista. 6 Sept 2017. Is Canada Really a Safe Haven? The Walrus. 
https://thewalrus.ca/how-trumps-america-created-a-new-underground-rail-
road-into-canada/ 

• Documentary: Mediterranea. 2015. Netflix.ca. 
  Reference documents 

• Designated Countries of Origin list in Canada (part of Bill C-31) 
• Canada’s Safe Third Country Agreement 
• EU-Turkey statement http://europa.eu/rapid/press-

release_MEMO-16-963_fr.htm 

First half:  Introduction/Student presentations/Discussion   
Second half: Guest Panel: Taking action to address humanitarian issues #2 
  Finalizing Collaborative Humanitarian Project. 

February 23: Genocide,  Conflict and Compromise 
  Readings: 

• Fiona Terry. 2002. Condemned to Repeat? Paradox of Humanitarian Action. 
Cornell University Press. pp.1-16 

• James Orbinski. 2008 An imperfect offering: humanitarian action in the 21st 
century. Doubleday Canada. pp163 - 273. 

• Michael Neuman and Benoit Leduc. 2011. Somalia: Everything is open to 
negotiation in Humanitarian Negotiations Revealed: The MSF experience. 
Eds Claire Magone, Michael Neuman and Fabrice Weissmann. MSF. 
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• Benjamin Lieberman, Donald Bloxham and A Dirk Moses. 2010. Ethnic 
cleaning' versus genocide? The Oxford handbook of genocide studies. Ox-
ford. Oxford University Press.http://www.oxfordhandbooks.com.proxy3.li-
brary.mcgill.ca/view/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780199232116.001.0001/oxfordhb-
9780199232116-e-3 

Policy briefs/commentary/audio-visual:  
• Al Jazeera Somalia’s Forgotten Story: http://www.aljazeera.com/pro-

grammes/aljazeeraworld/2016/10/somalia-forgotten-
story-161027115655140.html 

• Rachel Kiddell-Monroe. 2014. My return to Rwanda and the forgotten crisis 
next door. Huffington Post. Blog. https://www.huffingtonpost.com/rachel-
kiddellmonroe/rwanda-congo-crisis-drc_b_5113139.html 

• Amnesty International. 7 April 2014. The World still failing to act despite 
Rwanda genocide shame. https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2014/04/
world-still-failing-act-despite-rwanda-genocide-shame/ 

• Human Rights Watch. 1999, 2004. Leave None to Tell the Story. 
• MSF. December 2017. Understanding the Rohingya Refugee Crisis. https://

www.youtube.com/watch?v=AV3sNkPAbxs 
• Amnesty International. 2017. Myanmar: “My world is finished.” Rohingya 

target in crimes against humanity in Myanmar. https://www.amnesty.org/en/
documents/asa16/7288/2017/en/ 

  Legal references: 
•  Convention on the prevention and punishment of the crime of genocide 

https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/ihl/INTRO/357?OpenDocument 

First half: Introduction/Student presentations/Discussion 
Second half: Development and organization of Collaborative Humanitarian Project. 
   
March 2: Erosion of international humanitarian norms and the privatization of  
  humanitarian action 
  Readings 

• Dustin A. Lewis, Naz K. Modirzadeh, and Gabriella Blum. 2015. Medical 
Care in Armed Conflict: International Humanitarian Law and State Re-
sponses to Terrorism. Harvard Law School Program on International Law 
and Armed Conflict (HLS PILAC) http://nrs.harvard.edu/urn-3:HUL.InstRe-
pos:2250 

• Christopher Spearin. 2008. Private, Armed and Humanitarian? States, 
NGOs, International Private Security Companies and Shifting Humanitaria-

http://www.oxfordhandbooks.com.proxy3.library.mcgill.ca/view/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780199232116.001.0001/oxfordhb-9780199232116-e-3
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nism.  Security Dialogue Vl 39, Issue 4, 2008. http://journals.sagepub.com/
doi/abs/10.1177/0967010608094034 

   

  Policy briefs/commentary/audio-visual 
• Julia Rainer. 2017. The Erosion of International Law – Who Cares? IDN 

https://www.icrc.org/en/event/law-armed-conflict-crisis-and-how-recommit-
its-respect 

• Adama Dieng. 2015. We must stop the erosion of International Humanitarian 
Law. http://www.justiceinfo.net/en/justice-reconciliation/25124-we-must-
stop-the-erosion-for-international-humanitarian-law.html 

• Gilles Carbonnier. December 2006. Privatisation and outsourcing in war-
time: the humanitarian challenges. ODI Disasters Volume 30, Issue 4, pages 
402-416. ODI. http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.
0361-3666.2006.00329.x/full 

• Sean Healey and Sandrine Tiller. July 2014. Where is everyone? Responding 
to emergencies in the most difficult places. MSF. https://www.flipsnack.com/
9666CCC7C6F/where-is-everyone.html 

• Video: ICRC panel discussion. April 2016. Is the law of armed conflict in 
crisis and how to recommit to its respect? ICRC. https://www.icrc.org/en/
event/law-armed-conflict-crisis-and-how-recommit-its-respect 

Legal references: 
• Geneva Conventions (Summary) Legal Information Institute. https://www.-

law.cornell.edu/wex/geneva_conventions 

First half:  Guest lecture/class discussion  
Second half: Student presentations/discussion 
  Development of Collaborative Humanitarian Project. 

March 9: MARCH BREAK/NO CLASS 

March 16:  Access to medicines: a global challenge 
  Reading: 

• Lisa Forman & Jillian Clare Kohler. 2012. Access to medicines as a human 
right : implications for pharmaceutical industry responsibility. Toronto. 
University of Toronto Press. pp introduction. 

• Ellen ’t Hoen, Jonathan Berger, Alexandra Calmy and Suerie Moon. 2011. 
Driving a decade of change: HIV/AIDS, patents and access to medicines for 
all. Journal of the International AIDS Society201114:15 https://doi.org/
10.1186/1758-2652-14-15 

http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0967010608094034
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0967010608094034
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• Sell, Susan K.. 2003., Private Power, Public Law: The Globalization of In-
tellectual Property Rights. Cambridge Studies in International Relations: 88. 
[online]. Cambridge University Press. Available from:<http://www.myili-
brary.com?ID=43056> 12 December 2017 

• Chokshi DA. 2006. Improving access to medicines in poor countries: The 
role of universities. PLoS Med 3(6): e136. DOI: 10.1371/journal.pmed.
0030136  

  Policy papers/commentary/audiovisual: 
• Report of the United Nations Secretary-General’s High Level Panel on Ac-

cess to Medicines. September 2016. https://static1.squarespace.com/static/
562094dee4b0d00c1a3ef761/t/57d9c6ebf5e231b2f02cd3d4/1473890031320/
UNSG+HLP+Report+FINAL+12+Sept+2016.pdf 

• Suerie Moon. 2017. Powerful Ideas for Global Access to Medicines. N Engl 
J Med 2017; 376:505-507February 9, 2017 

• Ellen ’t Hoen. 2012. http://fod.infobase.com.proxy3.library.mcgill.ca/
p_ViewVideo.aspx?xtid=53066. TEDxZurich. TEDx.org. 

First part:  Guest lecture/Student presentations/Discussion 
Second Part:  Collaborative Humanitarian Project 

March 23: Setting back the clock: the global health security agenda 
Reading:  

• Joao Nunes (2017) Doctors against borders in Politics of Fear: MSF and the 
West African Ebola Epidemic. Eds Michiel Hofman and Sokhieng Au. Ox-
ford University Press. 

• Adia Benton Whose security? Militarization and Securitization During west 
Africa’s Ebola Outbreak. in Politics of Fear: MSF and the West African Ebo-
la Epidemic. Eds Michiel Hofman and Sokhieng Au. Oxford University 
Press. 

  Policy papers/commentary/audiovisual 
• WHO. July 2015. Report of the Ebola Interim Assessment Panel http://

www.who.int/csr/resources/publications/ebola/report-by-panel.pdf 
• Seema Yasmin. 2016. Ebola Leaves Survivors with Debilitating Reminders. 

https://pulitzercenter.org/reporting/ebola-leaves-survivors-debilitating-re-
minders 

• Jeffrey E Stern. 2014. Hell in the Hot Zone Vanity Fair. https://www.vanity-
fair.com/news/2014/10/ebola-virus-epidemic-containment 

• Andrew Green. 2014. WHO and partners launch Ebola response Plan. 
World Report. thelancet.com. http://www.indiaenvironmentportal.org.in/
files/file/ebola%20response%20plan.pdf 

http://www.myilibrary.com.proxy3.library.mcgill.ca/?ID=43056
http://www.myilibrary.com.proxy3.library.mcgill.ca/?ID=43056
https://dx-doi-org.proxy3.library.mcgill.ca/10.1371/journal.pmed.0030136
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• Various articles relating to global health security http://www.sciencedirect.-
com/science/article/pii/S0140673615606444 

First half: Introduction/Student presentations/Discussion 
Second half:  Student presentations/discussion 
  Collaborative Humanitarian Project. 

Part 3: Humanitarian: Ethics,  privilege and careers 

March 30: Humanitarian ethics: from principles to practice 
  Reading: 

• Lisa Schwartz, Christina Sinding, Matthew Hunt, et al. (2010, August 27). 
Ethics in Humanitarian Aid Work: Learning from the Narratives of Humani-
tarian Health Workers. AJOB Primary Research, 1(3): 45-54. 

• Hugo Slim. 2015. Humanitarian Ethics: A guide to the morality of aid in 
war and disaster. Hurst. pp111-125 

• Peter Redfield. 2013. Life in Crisis: The Ethical Journey of Doctors Without 
Borders. University of California Press. p11-36 

• Philippe Calain. 2013. Ethics and images of suffering bodies in humanitari-
an medicine. Social Science & Medicine vol. 98 n.6 pp. 278-285 

  Policy papers/commentary/audiovisual 
• Rosalie Hughes (2015, March 8). A crisis of anxiety among aid workers. The 

New York Times.  
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/03/09/opinion/a-crisis-of-anxiety-among-
aid-workers.html 

• Brendan McDonald (2015, July 31). Humanitarian agencies need to stop 
failing their staff on mental health. The Guardian.  
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development-professionals-network/
2015/jul/31/aid-workers-casualties-mental-health  

• Holly Young (2015, November 23). Guardian research suggests mental 
health crisis among aid workers. The Guardian.  
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development-professionals-network/
2015/nov/23/guardian-research-suggests-mental-health-crisis-among-aid-
workers  

• The Guardian series “Secret Aid Worker”:  
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development-professionals-network/
series/secret-aid-worker  

• Documentary: ”Triage: Dr. James Orbinski's Humanitarian Dilemma”. 

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0140673615606444
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0140673615606444
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First half:  Guest lecture on moral distress/Class discussion  
Second half:  Student presentations/Ethics of images of human suffering in humanitarian aid 

April 6:  No class   

April 13:  Privilege and careers in global health 
“If you have come here to help me, then you are wasting your time.  But if you 
have come here because your liberation is bound upon with mine, then let us 
work together” Lilla Watson Activist. 

  Reading: 
• Bob Pease. 2010. Undoing Privilege : Unearned Advantage in a Divided 

World, Zed Books. ProQuest Ebook Central, https://ebookcentral.proquest.-
com/lib/mcgill/detail.action?docID=579120. pp3-17; 39-61; 169-187. 

• Carolina Abu-Sada. 2012. In the eyes of others: How people in crisis per-
ceive humanitarian aid.   http://www.msf.org/sites/msf.org/files/msf-in-the-
eyes-of-others.pdf pp.1-59 

•
  Policy papers/commentary/audiovisual 

• Stephanie Nixon. 1 December 2017.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?
time_continue=1561&v=APdNxzsqnz4. University of Manitoba. CHIMBca. 
youtube.ca. 

• Browse www.oxfam.qc.ca 
• Browse www.msf.ca 
• Browse www.medecinsdumonde.ca 

First Half:  Student presentations/Discussion 
Second Half:  Careers fair with humanitarian organisations working domestically and 
  internationally        

Additional books I think you might like. Not required reading :) 

There is so much interesting writing out there! I do not expect you to read them all but I have just 
put a few of my personal favourites which can challenge and inspire - if you can try and read one 
book from the list which appeals to your interests, it will deepen your understanding and appreci-
ation of the issues.  

• Michael Barnett (2011) Empire of Humanity: A history of humanitarianism. Cornell University 
Press. 

• David Rieff (2002) A bed for the night: Humanitarianism in crisis. Simon and Schuster.  

https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/mcgill/detail.action?docID=579120
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/mcgill/detail.action?docID=579120
http://www.msf.org/sites/msf.org/files/msf-in-the-eyes-of-others.pdf
http://www.msf.org/sites/msf.org/files/msf-in-the-eyes-of-others.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=1561&v=APdNxzsqnz4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=1561&v=APdNxzsqnz4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=1561&v=APdNxzsqnz4
http://youtube.ca
http://www.oxfam.qc.ca
http://www.msf.ca
http://www.medecinsdumonde.ca


• Fiona Terry (2002). Condemned to Repeat? Paradox of Humanitarian Action. Cornell Univer-
sity Press.  

• Liisa Malkki, The Need to Help. Duke University Press. 2015. https://read.dukeupress.edu/
books/book/151/The-Need-to-Help-The-Domestic-Arts-of 

• James Orbinski. 2008. An imperfect Offering. Doubleday Canada. 
• Stephen Lewis. 2006.  A Race Against time: Searching for Hope in AIDS-Ravaged Africa. 

House of Anansi Press Inc.. 
• Susan Sontag, Regarding the Pain of Others. NY: Picador/ Farrar, Strauss & Giroux. 2003. 

https://monoskop.org/images/a/a6/Sontag_Susan_2003_Regarding_the_Pain_of_Others.pdf 
• Oscar Martinez. 2014. The Beast: Riding the Rails and Dodging Narcos on the Migrant Trail. 

Verso. 
• Didier Fassin & Pandolfi. 2010. Contemporary States of Emergency: The Politics of Military 

and Humanitarian Interventions. Zone Books/MIT. 
• Bob Pease. 2010. Undoing Privilege : Unearned Advantage in a Divided World. Zed Books. 

ProQuest Ebook Central. 

III. Course Assignments and Evaluation Criteria  

Participation in class (10%)  
 This is a reading intensive course that is conducted as a seminar, rather than a lecture course. 
“Participation” entails deliberate, careful preparation, focused attention and is measured in quali-
ty not quantity. Active participation of all students is essential to a successful seminar. Participa-
tion will be assessed on the basis of:  

 • Regular presence in class (each student can miss up to two classes, excused or un-
excused, without incurring penalty)  

 • Demonstrated preparation (required readings done, questions prepared on each 
reading)  

 • Contribution to discussion  
 • Active participation in class activities  
 • Encouragement of participation of other students  

Over the course of the semester students are required to write 8 short journal entries on assigned 
readings, which should be no more than 3 paragraphs. Students will be graded on the overall clar-
ity of their writing; their critical engagement with the literature; and on the strength of their ana-
lytical skills. Journal entries should summarize the main points the authors are making and criti-
cally engage with their arguments. Each entry should also include three questions for class 
discussion. Use these questions to draw connections with previous readings and themes dis-

https://read.dukeupress.edu/books/book/151/The-Need-to-Help-The-Domestic-Arts-of
https://read.dukeupress.edu/books/book/151/The-Need-to-Help-The-Domestic-Arts-of
https://monoskop.org/images/a/a6/Sontag_Susan_2003_Regarding_the_Pain_of_Others.pdf


cussed in class. Are there things that appear confusing, compelling or contradictory? Are there 
ideas that seem particularly interesting? For weeks where there are three or more assigned read-
ings, students should treat a minimum of three; where relevant, students may also draw on addi-
tional sources. **Journal entries must be posted on MyCourses by 9am on Friday morning. 
Students cannot post entries after the class in which the texts are discussed** 

Presentation and Leading Discussion (10%) 
For 8 seminars, 3/4 students will facilitate discussion on the texts. Students should work together 
in advance of class to plan how to lead discussion and what themes to address. Presenters are also 
expected to review all posts on MyCourses before class, and to identify key themes. Presentations 
should not simply summarize the texts, but should  use them as a starting point for synthetic and 
wide-ranging analysis of related topics. Students are encouraged to draw on case studies beyond 
assigned readings and come up with creative strategies to generate discussion and debate. Presen-
tations should run for approximately 45 minutes and should include at least 20 minutes of class 
discussion and/or small group activities. All group facilitators will receive the same grade. A lap-
top and power point projector will be provided. 

Participation in humanitarian project (25%)  
Drawing on the learning throughout the course, students will carry out a Collective Humanitarian 
Project over the course of the semester to develop and implement a humanitarian action here in 
Montreal.  The thematic focus and critical analysis will be collectively developed over the course 
of the semester, and will draw on the readings and class discussion. Guests will attend the early 
seminars to help inspire ideas by exposing different issues, sharing their own experiences of 
putting together a project as well as their motivation, experience and the impact they had. 
The humanitarian action selected needs to fulfill the following criteria: 

- be simple and actionable in a short time frame 

- directly link to the teachings of the course, translating global issues to a local level 

- be in support of or be supported by an organisation based in Montreal 

- adhere to principles of volunteerism, collaboration and community involvement.  

The project will be selected by the students by 16 February 2018.  They will then work to imple-
ment the project by 30 March 2017.  Participation will be evaluated through oral class reports on 
activities and the involvement in the activity itself. 

Policy Paper (20%) 
A key skill in humanitarian work is being able to develop a policy paper which draws out a key 
argument and supports it with persuasive and well-supported arguments.  Students will be asked 
to produce one policy paper directly on an issue covered during the course. Students will be guid-



ed to many different policy papers which can be used a models. The policy paper is due 15 
March. It should be between 3 and 5 pages double spaced 12 point font. 
 
Final Paper (35%)  
Student will design, research, and write about a topic of their choice that engages the ideas of the 
course. Papers should not exceed 15 pages double spaced, 12 point font and should be not less 
than 10 pages. The paper must have a clear thesis, identify key terms, and draw on both empirical 
and theoretical materials from the course. Topics should involve independent research in related 
areas, and might focus on particular humanitarian ethical dilemmas, challenges, debates, or inter-
ventions. Students must submit a 2-3 page paper proposal in class on 2 March 2018 (10%). 
The proposal should include 1) a justification of how it relates to course themes; 2) an annotated 
bibliography of texts.  A hard copy of the final paper is due in last class on 13 April 2018 
(25%). 

Effective communication of ideas  
 • Clear and logical organization of ideas/structure  
 • Clear explanations of key concepts  
 • Style, grammar and spelling  

Understanding of topic, insightful and critical engagement with readings  
 • Brief, accurate expression of key concepts and arguments in each reading  
 • Insightful reflections on the authors’ arguments and approaches (strengths and weakness-

es, tensions, etc.)  

General instructions and policies for written assignments  
Late policy  
Written work is due at the start of class on the specified due dates. Late papers will be subject to a 
10% penalty per day, starting with the due date, except in exceptional cases, with the professor’s 
prior agreement. Extensions will not be granted on the day an assignment is due, except in case of 
medical or family emergency, accompanied by appropriate documentation.  

Language  
As per university policy, written assignments may be submitted in French or English. Conformé-
ment à la Charte des droits de l’étudiant de l’ Université McGill, chaque étudiant a le droit de 
soumettre en français ou en anglais tout travail écrit devant être noté.  

Format and style 
Students are required to type their text in 12-point Times New Roman font with standard one inch 
margins. Please double space the text. Use single spacing for block quotations, footnotes, appen-
dices and bibliographies. References and citations must follow a standard academic format. In-



text citations are preferred. Include your name, date and title on the first page of your paper, and 
number and staple your pages. Proofread your drafts carefully before turning them in.  

Special Needs  
If you have a disability, you are welcome to contact the instructor to arrange a time to discuss 
your situation. Please also make contact with the Office for Students with Disabilities during first 
three weeks of semester.  

Integrity  
The work you submit for this course must be written by you; all sources must be appropriately 
acknowledged. Please review McGill’s Academic Integrity Code: www.mcgill.ca/integrity for 
more information. The consequences of plagirism are to be found under the Code of Student 
Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures: www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/honest.  

L’ Université McGill attache une haute importance à l’honnêteté académique. Il incombe par con-
séquent à tous les étudiants de comprendre ce que l’on entend par tricherie, plagiat, et autres in-
fractions académiques. Pour plus renseignements veuillez consulter le site: www.mcgill.ca/stu-
dents/srr/honest.  

Technology in class 
Please turn off cell phones and use computers for coursework only.  


