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Good afternoon, 
  
I am writing to you with information about changes to health and safety measures in high schools, helpful 

resources for online teaching and participation in the annual QPAT conference. 

Recent Changes to Guidelines for Mask Wearing and Distance Learning 
As you are likely aware, on October 5, 2020, the Government of Québec announced changes to 

requirements for face coverings and distance learning for schools within red zones (including Montreal) 

as follows:  
  

 High school students in affected areas, including Montreal Québec City, will be required to 

wear masks in the classroom and on school grounds at all times starting Thursday, October 8 

until at least October 28.  
 There are no changes to measures regarding masks in elementary schools.  
 Students in grades 10 and 11 will be moved to a hybrid school model, comprised of in-class 

and remote learning. Students will maintain the same schedule as if they were in class.  
  
McGill Teacher Candidates who are currently in field placements, like those teachers and students in 

schools, need to adhere to these revised guidelines. Please consult with your cooperating teacher as well 

as the school administration for exact details. 

Resources for Teaching Online 
As mentioned, Secondary 4 and 5 students, if they are not already, will be moving to an alternating 

schedule of one day of in-person learning followed by one day of remote learning. In addition to 

resources sent out in a previous email communication to students currently in the field, we have added a 

*NEW* section, Online Teaching Resources, to the Resources for Student Teachers section of 

the  Student Teaching E-handbook.  The resources include the following: 
  

1. An eight-page guide, Teaching in/with ZOOM, that has embedded links to using ZOOM for 

online teaching. This resource has shared by Dr. Ken Robertson, McGill Course Instructor. 

2. A four page, Zoom Online Learning Checklist, shared by Mr. Sam Bruzzese, McGill Course 

Instructor. The document is originally from Julie Schell, University of Texas at Austin, College of 

Fine Arts. 

3. A video, keeping it simple: Remote teaching (Introduction) that focuses remote teaching in the 

Quebec K-11 sector. This video is courtesy of Mr. Sam Bruzzese, McGill Course Instructor. 

4. A video, Keeping it simple: Remote teaching (ZOOM Tips & Tricks), that explains how to assign 

breakout rooms and assigning groups as well as Pear Deck and student presentations. This video 

is courtesy of Mr. Sam Bruzzese, McGill Course Instructor. 

5. A List of Online Distance Education Resources, compiled by the ISA Career Advisor, Lara 

Franko, that includes links to a variety of excellent websites intended to help facilitate meaningful 

online learning. 

  

https://www.mcgill.ca/isa/teaching/ehandbook/st-resources#Online%20Teaching%20Resources
https://www.mcgill.ca/isa/teaching/ehandbook/st-resources
https://www.mcgill.ca/isa/teaching/ehandbook
https://www.mcgill.ca/isa/files/isa/teaching_in_and_with_zoom.pdf
https://www.mcgill.ca/isa/files/isa/zoom_online_learning_checklist_detailv3-2.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vMOOmwyXBt8&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QelxxgViC3Y&feature=youtu.be
https://www.mcgill.ca/isa/files/isa/list_of_online_distance_education_resources.pdf


We have also included some more general resources intended to help Teacher Candidates as they 

continue to navigate what it means to be a teacher during this unprecedented global event: 
 Teaching Through a Pandemic: A Mindset for This Moment, Stephen Merrill. Edutopia. March 19, 

2020 
 Teaching and Learning in the Pandemic, Stephanie Shafer. Education Week. August 5, 2020 
 Teacher Collaboration during a Global Pandemic. Andrea Honigsfeld & Jon Nordmeyer. 

Educational Leadership.  
 Teaching Children during the COVID-19 Pandemic: 7 Tips for Teachers. Skills you need. 
 7 Ways Educators Can Help Students Cope in a Pandemic. Phyllis L. Fagell. ASCD Education 

Update. May 2020. 
  
We are planning a short workshop series intended to further support McGill Teacher Candidates who will 

be offering online instruction with the support of their Cooperating Teachers. Once those workshops are 

finalized, we will send you more information. 

QPAT Online Conference 
The annual Quebec Professional Association of Teachers (QPAT) Annual conference is being held 

virtually this year on October 15 & 16, 2020. The Pre-Convention is all day Thursday October 15th. 

Interested participants must pay and sign up for these workshops.  
QPAT generously invites teacher candidates the opportunity to join any of the FOUR free webinars 

being held on Friday, October 16, 2020. The schedule is as follows:  
  

FREE WEBINARS, OCTIBER 16, 2020 

Webinar #1 9:30am-

10:30am 

Hayley Wickenheiser 
Four-time Olympic Gold Medalist, 
Member of the Hockey Hall of Fame 

Zoom Link: 

http://bit.ly/ConventionKeynote2020  
Zoom Passcode: qpat2020  

Webinar #2 10:45am – 

11:45am 
Rosemary Sadlier OOnt 
Author, Speaker, & Consultant 

Zoom Link: 

http://bit.ly/ConventionWorkshop1  
Zoom Passcode: qpat2020 

Webinar #3 1:00pm-

2:00pm 
Julien Deck 
Starling Minds, VP Customer Operations 

Zoom Link: 

http://bit.ly/ConventionWorkshop2  
Zoom Passcode: qpat2020 

Webinar #4 2:15pm-

3:15pm EdTech Team Canada 
Zoom Link: 

http://bit.ly/ConventionWorkshop3  
Zoom Passcode: qpat2020 

  
For more information on each webinar, please consult the attachment. 
  
Please do not hesitate to contact your Placement Coordinators if you have any questions. 
  
  
Lisa J. Starr (she/her/hers) 
Director, Office of Internships and Student Affairs  
Assistant Professor, Department of Integrated Studies in Education 
  
McGill University 
Faculty of Education 
Internships and Student Affairs Office 
EDUC 243, 3700 McTavish Street, Montreal, QC, H3A 1Y2 
T: 514-398-7046 E: lisa.starr2@mcgill.ca  
www.mcgill.ca/isa  
  

https://www.edutopia.org/article/teaching-through-pandemic-mindset-moment
https://www.edweek.org/ew/issues/reopening-schools/teaching-and-learning-in-the-pandemic.html
http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational-leadership/summer20/vol77/num10/Teacher-Collaboration-During-a-Global-Pandemic.aspx
https://www.skillsyouneed.com/rhubarb/teaching-kids-coronavirus.html
http://www.ascd.org/publications/newsletters/education-update/may20/vol62/num05/7-Ways-Educators-Can-Help-Students-Cope-in-a-Pandemic.aspx
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/qpat-pre-convention-workshopsateliers-precongres-de-lapeq-registration-121406206231
http://bit.ly/ConventionKeynote2020
http://bit.ly/ConventionWorkshop1
http://bit.ly/ConventionWorkshop2
http://bit.ly/ConventionWorkshop3
https://www.mcgill.ca/isa/files/isa/friday_-_qpat_links-_webinars1.pdf
mailto:lisa.starr2@mcgill.ca
http://www.mcgill.ca/isa


 
  
McGill University is located on land which has long served as a site of meeting and exchange amongst Indigenous peoples, 

including the Haudenosaunee and Anishinabeg nations. McGill honours, recognizes and respect these nations as the traditional 

stewards of the lands and waters on which we meet 
  
 


