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IPN  O rientation W inter 2022-23
We are looking for volunteers!



Overview

BrainReach provides neuroscience education for public 

schools in Montreal and in remote Indigenous communities in 

Quebec

• Founded in 2011 by Dr. Josephine Nalbantoglu

• Since then managed by graduate students in the IPN

• Collaborating with other universities 
We inspirethe love of neuroscience by

sharing our enthusiasmwith the young students!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We provide neuroscience education for public schools in Montreal and in remote indigenous communities in Quebec. We were founded in 2011 by Dr. Nalbantoglu, who was the IPN director back then and is currently the Dean of Graduate and Postgraduate Studies. Since then, we have been managed by the IPN students, and now we are co-managed by students from other universities in Montreal.Overall, our purpose is to inspire the love of neuroscience by sharing our enthusiasm with the young students.



Scope of the Program

Elementary 
School

Grade 4
8 lessons

1 lesson/month

High School

Grade 9
6 lessons

1 lesson/month 

North

Grades 2-10
18 teacher-directed 

modules
Outreach trips

We provide lessons and workshops and one-time events!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
BrainReach has three branches, and each has its own curriculum that supplements the public educational program.Elementary and High School target 4th and 9th graders. Their volunteers visit the same classroom every month throughout the year, so that the young students can build upon the previous lessons to develop a broad understanding of neuroscience.North targets a wider range of grades. They develop online modules with instructional videos for the teachers to use in their classroom and organize trips to schools in remote indigenous communities.Aside from these programs, we also participate in one-time public events to engage more young students.



Yearly curricula

Elementary School
1. What is the brain?
2. Functions of the brain
3. What is my brain made of? 

Neurons!
4. The 5 senses in the brain
5. Attention and memory
6. Jeopardy & Real Cow Brain
7. Sleep
8. Emotions

High School
1. Brain: From the organ to the 

neurons 
2. Attention 
3. Sleep and Dreams 
4. Language
5. Neurotransmission
6. Mental Health
7. & more to come !

Presenter
Presentation Notes
To give you an idea about our contents, Elementary and High School programs consist of multiple lessons about some of the main concepts in neuroscience.We try to teach these concepts using open discussions and hands-on activities to maximize active learning.



2022-2023

We will offer our program mostly IN -PERSON.

We will provide workshops - we will train you to teach!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
To give you an idea about our contents, Elementary and High School programs consist of multiple lessons about some of the main concepts in neuroscience.We try to teach these concepts using open discussions and hands-on activities to maximize active learning.



BrainReach North

Themes Lessons

The Brain

1. BrainSize
2. Charades: BrainLobeFunctions(NEW! Bonusmaterials- Brainhats)
3. What Are Our BrainsMadeOf?
4. How Do NeuronsCommunicate?

Senses and Perception

1. TheSenses
2. SensoryIllusions
3. Vision
4. AnimalSenses

Using Your Brain

1. Attention - Testyour observationskills.
2. Attention - DistractingGame
3. Attention - SimonandStroopTasks
4. BrainPlasticity& BrainTraining
5. Emotions
6. LearningandMemory
7. Motor System

Go Further
1. How We Seethe Brain: BuildinganElectromagnet
2. Concussions
3. Sleep

Presenter
Presentation Notes
BrainReach North is a branch of BrainReach that focuses on science outreach for Northern remote and Indigenous communities in Quebec.What we offer:18 original, activity-based lessonsDetailed lesson plans and background info for teachersPrintable material, vocab sheets and quizzesInstructive videos to illustrate lessonsOutreach trips and public events to reach more students



BrainReach North

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Some examples of what we’ve developed last year:lesson on sleepeach lesson comes with a vocabulary quiz at the end to test students’ knowledgevideo on emotions in the brain → we are always looking for illustratorsThings you can do:Whiteboard-style or animated videos covering background info as a complement or alternative to some Powerpoint lecture materialLive-action demos for hands-on activitiesPrepared for in-class use; also helpful as a reference ahead of time



BrainReach North

We are looking for

Content Creators:
● Lessons
● Videos (animated videos, interviews)
● Posters
● Postcards
● Activity Booklet
● Translators

Admins
● School contact coordinator (bilingual)
● Outreach trip coordinator (bilingual)
● Volunteer coordinator
● Social media coordinator
● Newsletter coordinator

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We are looking for volunteers interested in content creation or sitting on the admin committee.Content Creators:LessonsVideos (animated videos, interviews)PostersPostcardsActivity BookletTranslatorsAdminsSchool contact coordinator (bilingual) → contact schools to send out materials or organize outreach tripsOutreach trip coordinator (bilingual) → coordinate outreach trips (sorting out travel, itinerary, materials, regulations, etc.)Volunteer coordinator (coordinate content creation)Social media coordinator (regularly update Twitter, instagram, etc.)Newsletter coordinator (generate a monthly newsletter based on template on our Drive)Important: No matter which role you’re interested in, you won’t be on your own. There are always people to help and support you, if you have questions or run across issuesYou can commit as little or as much as you like. Most content creation doesn’t have a deadline.You’ll receive training both on teaching and on Indigenous knowledge and issues, so you’ll know what to do and what to avoid.



Program Scope

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Over the past years, BrainReach has expanded in terms of the number of volunteers as well as the schools, classes and students that it reaches. This year, we have 130 volunteers who are collectively reaching about 3000 students in over 100 classes in 40 schools. The schools reached by Elementary and High School are distributed across Montreal, and those reached by North are distributed across Quebec.



Program Quality

Teacher 
feedback

Volunteer 
feedback

Kids love it. Teachers love it. Volunteers love it.
So will you

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Our programs have generally received positive feedback. The teachers were satisfied with the quality of lessons and with the volunteers. They also had positive comments about their experience with us. The volunteers were also satisfied with their experience. They thought the contents were engaging, age-appropriate, hands-on and easy-to-follow.Taken together, the kids love it, the teachers love it and the volunteers love it. And so will you.



Committee Positions

Share your enthusiasmwith young students! 

ipnbrainreach@gmail.com

www.brainreach.ca

brainreachnorth@gmail.com

www.brainreachnorth.ca

Elementary SchoolHigh School
1. ENG volunteer coordinator
2. FR volunteer coordinator

1. FR school & volunteer 
coordinators

2. External events & outreach 
coordinator

3. Materials coordinator

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We are looking for volunteers. The recruitment will begin in the fall, so let us know if you are interested. Feel free to check out our website for more information.If you are afraid of kids, we’ve got that covered. We have workshops to train you with latest teaching methods and classroom management skills.So please join us in sharing our enthusiasm with the young students.



Join us

Volunteer recruitment for all three 

branches will occur during the Fall 

semester

Make the most out of grad school!

Get involved!
Share your enthusiasmwith young students! 

ipnbrainreach@gmail.com

www.brainreach.ca

brainreachnorth@gmail.com

www.brainreachnorth.ca

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We are looking for volunteers. The recruitment will begin in the fall, so let us know if you are interested. Feel free to check out our website for more information.If you are afraid of kids, we’ve got that covered. We have workshops to train you with latest teaching methods and classroom management skills.So please join us in sharing our enthusiasm with the young students.
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