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What is “time limitation”?
What happens if | miss my deadline?

How does this impact my immigration
status as an international student?

Leaving Canada
Remaining in Canada

What happens when | submit my
thesis and am re-enrolled?

US Citizens and Permanent Residents...
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LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

We acknowledge that McGill University is
located on land which has long served as a
site of meeting and exchange amongst
Indigenous peoples, including the
Haudenosaunee and Anjshinaabeg nations.
McGill honours, recognizes and respects
these nations as the traditional stewards of the
lands and waters on which we meet.




1. What is thesis time limitation?

Time limitation is the deadline for Masters and PhD thesis students to
submit their initial thesis for review. Once submitted, thesis students will
then be given a “Thesis Evaluation Status” for the subsequent term.

Depending on which academic term you will reach time limitation, the
deadline is:

Time limitation term Deadline to submit initial thesis

Fall December 15t

Winter April 15t

Summer August 15t



1. How will | know when | am on time limitation?

Students approaching time limitation receive two emails notifying them
of their impending time limitation (once in the year before their deadline

and again in the term they will reach time limitation).

Be sure to discuss your timeline with your GPC
and Supervisor in the event you are concerned
that you might miss the deadline.




2. What happens if | miss the deadline?

If you do not submit your initial thesis by your time limitation deadline:

1. You may be prevented from registering for a future term (registration hold) OR
deregistered

2. Your study permit will become invalid on the day you are no longer registered
at McaGill.

» You will not be authorized to engage in any study activities until you have
a new valid study permit. Studying includes submitting your initial thesis,
researching, writing, revising, compiling data, lab work, defending or
submitting your final thesis.

* You will not be authorized to work (unless you have a valid work permit)



3. What should | do if | am not able to submit
my initial thesis on time and will no longer be

registered?
* Before your study permit becomes invalid you must either

> leave Canada or
> change your status to a visitor

* If you do not change your status to a visitor or leave Canada before
your study permit becomes invalid, you will be out of status.

 You will not be authorized to study or work in Canada until you
obtain a new study permit and are re-enrolled at McGill.

* Your CAQ will remain valid until it expires

GOOD TO KNOW: You can apply for a new CAQ even if you expect to miss your thesis
deadline; in lieu of proof of enrollment for a subsequent term(s), include an Expected

Graduation Letter from your GPC/GPD or Supervisor.



https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/visit-canada/extend-stay/apply.html
https://www.mcgill.ca/gps/contact/graduate-program

4. Leave Canada

* Recommended
* If you leave Canada, you may continue to work on your thesis from

outside Canada. Discuss this with your GPC/GPD or Supervisor to
ensure they are aware of your situation and are able to
accommodate.




4. Leave Canada: What happens after | submit my
thesis?

* |f you need/want to return to Canada to resume your studies,
you must apply for a new study permit.

s

* A new TRV or eTA will be issued with your new study permit (if
applicable).

e If your CAQ is still valid, you can use it to apply for your study
permit; if it has expired or will be expiring soon, you will need to
first renew your CAQ.

NOTE: If your CAQ was issued before 2024-02-13, you need to
request an updated CAQ with the Provincial Attestation Letter (PAL)
remark via Immigration Quebec’s webform.



https://www.mcgill.ca/internationalstudents/immigration-documents/renewing-documents/study-permit-renewal-guide/applying-your-study-permit-outside-canada
https://www.mcgill.ca/internationalstudents/immigration-documents/renewing-documents/caq-renewal-guide
https://immigration-quebec.gouv.qc.ca/en/mail.php

4. Leave Canada: Other considerations...
RETURNING TO CANADA:

You will need to have the following documents to return to Canada to
resume your studies:

* Avalid CAQ with a Provincial Attestation Letter (PAL) remark
* A new valid study permit (or new Port of Entry Letter of

Introduction)

A valid TRV or eTA (if applicable)

* Proof of enrolment for the term you are returning to

* Proof of valid immigration medical exam (if applicable)



4. Leave Canada: Other considerations...

OUTSIDE CANADA:

If you will complete the remainder of your program from
outside Canada and you do not obtain a new study permit,
you will become ineligible for the PGWP.

To be eligible for the PGWP, your study permit must have been valid at
some point during the 180 days after you graduate and before you
submit your PGWP application.

To remain eligible for the PGWP, you may wish to apply for a

new study permit and return to Canada before the end of your
program.




5. Remain in Canada and change status
to a visitor

* Not recommended
* You must submit an application to extend or change your status

to a visitor before your study permit becomes invalid.
* You will not be authorized to study or work in Canada until you

obtain a new study permit and are re-enrolled at McGill.

*



https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/visit-canada/extend-stay/apply.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/visit-canada/extend-stay/apply.html

5. Can | work on my thesis with visitor status?

()

INSIDE CANADA: Visitors in Canada are not authorized to engage in any
studies (including lab work, research, writing or editing your thesis).

If you intend to engage in studies after your study permit becomes invalid,
you must disclose this and explain your reasons when applying to change
your status to a visitor and in any future immigration applications (e.g. visitor
visa, work permit or study permit).

Unauthorized work or studies could result in your application being refused
and an exclusion Order or a 6-month ban from obtaining a work or study
permit. A 6-month ban starts on the day you stopped working or studying
without authorization. You must disclose all unauthorized studies and/or
work in all future immigration applications. Failure to disclose could result in
a 5-year exclusion order for misrepresentation.



https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/regulations/SOR-2002-227/section-221.html

5. Remain in Canada: What happens when |
submit my thesis? *

INSIDE CANADA:

You will need to apply for a new study permit and have it approved

before resuming your studies at McGill.

* Once re-admitted/re-enrolled to your program, you will need to
apply for a new study permit as if you were outside Canada
(from your country of citizenship using the IMM 1294 form).

* Once your application has been approved, you will need to exit
Canada by plane and re-enter to have your study permit issued
to you.



7. US Citizens and US Permanent Residents

=

GOOD TO KNOW:
US citizens and Permanent Residents can apply for their new
study permit at a Port of Entry (POE).

You must have a valid CAQ with the Provincial Attestation
Letter (remark) and all other required documents on hand,
including proof of enrolment for any upcoming term(s) and a
letter from your department indicating your expected
graduation term.

See the ISS website for more information.



https://www.mcgill.ca/internationalstudents/immigration-documents/renewing-documents/study-permit-renewal-guide/us-citizens-and-permanent-residents

Key take-aways for thesis students!

JGiven the complexities of not meeting your thesis
deadline, we highly encourage students to submit their
initial thesis on time.

If you are concerned about meeting the deadline,
speak to your department (GPC/GPD) as early as
possible, so that together you can plan a smooth
progression of your studies.






Find out more:

Immigration Health Programs and
Events

o Applying for Immigration » Activate Coverage
Documents . ("
» Exemptions Webinars and Social Events
e Renewing Immigration : “"‘"-—, .
 Benefits e Pre-Arrival Webinars for New
Documents
e Rates Students
» PGWP . .
e Claims e McGill French Immersion Program

e Open Work Permit: Spouses
e Co-Op Work Permit
» FAQs

Orientation

e Access Care

o Health FAQs

New Student Buddy Program

e Local Wellness Advisor Webinar Recordings




McGill.CA / INTERNATIONAL STUDENT SERVICES

Contact Us

International Student Services

Brown Student Services Building
3600 McTavish Street, Suite 5100 (East Wing)
Montreal, Quebec H3A 0G3

How can ISS help you

Call or Visit ISS

Call or Visit ISS

Exceptionally, our phonelines will be open from 10:00am-1:00pm on Friday, April 11, 2025.
Write to ISS

Call: 514-398-4349
International Health Insurance

Phones: open Monday to Friday, 10:00AM to 3:00PM (EST)

Immigration Advising Please have your McGill ID ready when you call.

Appointments
Visit: Brown Student Services Building

f
©

Rapid Advising 3600 McTavish Street, Suite 5100 (5th floor) M
Montreal, Quebec
H3A0G3

MyISS Student Portal
Office hours: Monday to Friday, 10:00AM to 4:00PM (EST)

FAQs

Follow us on Facebookand Instagram

Subscribe to theISS Newsletter

Attend a Program or Webinar



https://www.mcgill.ca/internationalstudents/faqs

T McGill | International Student Services Soarch Q

A proud member of McGill Student Services

# Immigration Work & Permits Programs Health Insurance (IHI), Contact Us
T

McGill.CA / INTERNATIONAL STUDENT SERVICES

Contact Us

International Student Services

Brown Student Services Building
3600 McTavish Street, Suite 5100 (East Wing)
Montreal, Quebec H3A 0G3|

| How can ISS help you

How can ISS help you:

Call or Visit ISS

ISS offers a host of services to international undergraduate and graduate degree students,
exchange/visiting students, and other students who opt in to pay McGill Student Services
fees.

International Health Insurance
We strive to create a welcoming and respectful environment for everyone. Whether

interacting in person, on the phone, or online, we ask that all communications remain

Immigration Advising :
Appointments courteous and considerate.

If a situation becomes challenging and cannot be resolved respectfully, we may need to ask
Rapid Advising individuals to leave or end phone conversations to ensure the well-being of our community.

What we can do:

MylISS Student Portal We appreciate your understanding and cooperation.

myISS Request form



https://int-mcgill-insight.symplicity.com/care_report/

Need help or more information?

Check out our website (scan QR code)!

SK
M Fill out the myISS request form

Fa2 +1(514) 398-4349
[

mylSS Request form
Follow ISS and Healthier McGill on Facebook and Instagram!


https://www.mcgill.ca/internationalstudents/contact-us
https://int-mcgill-insight.symplicity.com/care_report/

Connect with us online!

Instagram Facebook
@issmcgill @mcgill.iss



https://www.facebook.com/mcgill.iss
https://www.instagram.com/issmcgill/
https://www.instagram.com/issmcgill/
https://www.facebook.com/mcgill.iss
https://www.facebook.com/mcgill.iss
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