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PROSPERED Doctoral Fellowship  

 
 

Position context 
 
There is abundant evidence that social conditions affect health. However, our ability to improve 
population health and reduce health inequalities is limited: we do not yet understand well enough 
how public policies and programs can be used to influence these social determinants of health. 
Rigorously assessing the impact of interventions, from national policies to smaller-scale programs, 
has become an active area of inquiry in social sciences such as economics, but less so in 
epidemiology.  
 
This research program will fill this gap by systematically identifying and evaluating evidence-based 
interventions that can improve population health and promote health equity in a global context. 
Countries are constantly designing and implementing policies and programs. By treating these 
changes as “natural experiments” and evaluating their impacts, we can achieve a better 
understanding of what population-level interventions have the potential to improve population 
health and reduce inequalities.  
 
As the world moves towards the new Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), there is as a new set of 
targets to meet that will improve health and reduce health inequality worldwide, and an outstanding 
window of opportunity to generate new evidence to meet them. This program focuses particularly 
on policies related to socioeconomic status, health services, public health, and the environment, and 
identifies the effects on the health-related SDGs of different policy variations across nations (Aim 1); 
within nations that have substantial policy variation at the provincial or state level (Aim 2); and in 
terms of their cost-effectiveness (Aim 3). The program will develop partnerships with policymakers, 
non-governmental organizations, and intergovernmental institutions to develop relevant research 
questions and ensure that research results inform the development of effective policies and 
programs on the ground. 
 
PROSPERED (Policy-Relevant Observational Studies for Population Equity and Responsible 
Development) is funded by the Canadian Institutes for Health Research. Funding is available for 
fellowship support, conference attendance and training, and fellows will have the opportunity to 
work with an accomplished international team of researchers and trainees in other sites, as well as 
to travel and spend time in other sites for particular aspects of training or analysis. The fellowship is 
for two years, with renewal after the first year depending on performance. We are looking to recruit 
candidates with advanced coursework in disciplines compatible with the project, such as 
epidemiology, statistics, economics, political science, or public health, who have an interest in social 
policy, global health, and health equity, and who want to develop a career in global public health. 
For further information, please see the website for the past iteration of this project: 
http://machequity.com/.  
 
Key Opportunities and Responsibilities: 
 

 Receive tailored training in advanced epidemiologic and econometric methods for the 
empirical evaluation of policy effects;  

 Contribute to the specification of research questions within the ambit of the broader 
project; 
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 Undertake statistical analyses and present key data findings examining the relation between 
public policies and health outcomes;  

 Be part of and collaborate with an international cohort of PROSPERED doctoral fellows 
receiving common training; 

 Participate in a joint mentorship system with researchers in the program’s other sites, and 
join all other researchers and fellows in PROSPERED meetings and quarterly 
videoconferences, including at least one seminar presentation per year; 

 Participate in dissemination and translation of findings to the program’s knowledge 
partners, including policymakers, non-governmental organizations, intergovernmental 
organizations, and implementers on the ground; and 

 Prepare research manuscripts for submission and publication--fellows are expected to 
prepare two first-authored peer-reviewed publications based on work undertaken during 
the fellowship. 

 
Education/Experience: 
 
Applicants must be pursuing a Ph.D. in epidemiology, biostatistics, public health, economics, political 
science, medical sociology or a related discipline. A strong background in quantitative analysis of 
social science data is required, as is experience using Stata, SAS, R, or other software for 
manipulating and analyzing large household surveys. Training and demonstrated experience in 
multilevel modeling is desirable. English language proficiency required. French and/or other 
language proficiency an asset. 
 
To Apply: 
 
Send a cover letter, CV, all academic transcripts, two writing samples, and three letters of 
recommendation to: "Doctoral Fellowship Search Committee" at applicants.ihsp@mcgill.ca . Please 
specify, "PROSPERED Doctoral Fellow" in the subject heading. Applications will be reviewed on a 
rolling basis. The anticipated start date of the position is September 1, 2017. 
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