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GSFS 250  
 

SEXUAL AND GENDER 
DIVERSITY STUDIES 
 
  
Schedule 
 
Tuesdays 08.35/09.35 am – 11.25 am (see Lectures below) 
+ Conference (times/days vary)  
 
*Note: You must also register for a separate conference section. Consult the Minerva Class Schedule 
(https://horizon.mcgill.ca/pban1/bwckschd.p_disp_dyn_sched) for times and venues. Conferences begin 
after the end of the add/drop period (September 15). 
 
 
Professor  
 
Dr. Bobby Benedicto   
roberto.benedicto@mcgill.ca  
Virtual Office Hours: Tuesdays 1.00 – 02.00 pm EST or by appointment 
 
Teaching Assistants 

 
Fraea Graziani      Lara Balikci 
fraea.graziani@mail.mcgill.ca    lara.balikci@mail.mcgill.ca 
Virtual Office Hours: TBA    Virtual Office Hours: TBA 
 
 
 
I. Course Description  
 
This course introduces students to the interdisciplinary study of gender and sexual diversity. Focusing on 
how categories such as masculinity, femininity, homosexuality, heterosexuality, and trans (among others) 
have transformed over time, this course approaches gender and sexuality as historically, politically, and 
culturally contingent rather than as natural expressions of a private self. It provides conceptual frameworks 
for understanding the rise of non-normative gender and sexual identities in relation to popular culture, as 
well as to available philosophical and political debates and discourses. Students who successfully 
complete this subject should understand some of the ways in which contemporary gender and sexual 
categories, as well as controversies about sex, have developed in the West and beyond as aspects of 
cultural modernity. They should be able to explicate the complex ways sexual practices and formations 
relate to other facets of social identity such as race, class, and nationality.  
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II. Course Objectives 
 

• To become familiar with some of the key, foundational academic approaches to the social and 
cultural construction of gender, sex, and sexuality; 
 

• To develop an understanding of how gender and sexuality relate to other facets of social identity 
such as race and class;  
 

• To develop specific and general knowledge of current dialogues regarding LGBTQI2+ issues 
across multiple disciplines; 

 
• To improve reading and writing skills through effective synthesis of written material, and 

subsequently, the ability to convey course concepts in a concise and clear manner;  

• To develop skills in critically analyzing the representation of non-normative genders and 
sexualities across multiple forms of media;  
 

• To apply course concepts to current cultural conversations about gender, sex, and sexuality, 
particularly in relation to marginalized groups   

 
 
III. Course Structure  
 
Lectures  
 
Lectures will be held ‘live’ on Zoom (access via MyCourses) at the appointed time. Lectures will also be 
recorded and uploaded to MyCourses for those who are unable to attend the live lecture. The lectures 
for this course are designed to be interactive. We will break down required readings together and 
analyze video clips, images, and other related media. Students are thus very much encouraged to attend 
the lectures. However, attendance during the lecture is not required.  
 
On week 1 (September 8), we will meet at the scheduled time of 08.35 am. To reduce your screen 
time, lectures beginning on week 2 (September 15) will run from 09.35 am – 11.25 am EST unless 
otherwise noted. 
 
Conferences 
 
Conference sections will also meet weekly on Zoom (beginning on the week of September 15). 
Conferences will provide an opportunity for students to get to know other students taking the course 
and discuss course material in greater detail. To encourage open discussion and to protect your privacy, 
conferences will not be recorded. 
 
Conference attendance is not required. However, all students still need to sign up for a conference 
section, as this will help the professor and teaching assistants track your individual progress. Students 
who will be unable to attend Zoom conference meetings for the duration of the semester should inform 
the TA assigned to their registered section. 
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IV. Expectations and Policies  
 
Discussion Guidelines 
 
A course on sexuality will necessarily involve controversial topics. Course materials may contain graphic 
content, as well as depictions and discussions of violence. Given the potentially sensitive topics we will 
be discussing in the course, students are expected to treat the opinions and experiences of others with 
respect and open-mindedness. 
 
Readings 
 
Students should also expect some of the reading material to be theoretically challenging. While we will be 
devoting substantial portions of our time during lectures and conferences to discuss texts in details, you 
are expected to give yourself enough time to read them carefully.  
 
All readings will be made available on MyCourses as pdfs or links. 
 
Questions About the Course / Email Policy 
 
If you have a question about course requirements that may benefit other students in the course (e.g. 
questions about deadlines, format, etc.), post the question on the dedicated discussion forum on 
MyCourses.  
 
The lecturer and TAs can be reached by email for individual queries. However, if your questions require a 
substantive explanation (e.g. you are having difficulty with the reading material and would like to discuss 
in greater detail), then please see your TA or the professor during virtual office hours or make an 
appointment. We try to respond to emails as quickly as possible, but please do not expect immediate 
replies (e.g. Do not email about a course requirement the night before it is due).  
 
Late Submissions 
 
Unless other arrangements have been made in advance or in instances of documented medical reason, 
an assignment turned in after the deadline will be marked down 2% per day for a maximum of 7 days, 
after which it will receive a zero.  
 
Syllabus Changes and Copyright 
 
In the event of extraordinary circumstances beyond the university’s control, the content and/or 
evaluation scheme in this course is subject to change. Note that class lectures and materials are 
copyrighted and may not be recorded without permission. 
 
Language 
 
In accord with McGill University’s Charter of Students’ Rights, students in this course have the right to 
submit in English or in French any written work that is to be graded.  
 
Academic Integrity 
 
McGill University values academic integrity. Therefore, all students must understand the meaning and 
consequences of cheating, plagiarism and other academic offences under the Code of Student Conduct 
and Disciplinary Procedures (see www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/honest/ for more information). 
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Inclusion and Access 
 
As the instructor of this course I endeavor to provide an inclusive learning environment. However, if you 
experience barriers to learning in this course, do not hesitate to discuss them with me and the Office for 
Students with Disabilities, 514-398-6009. 
 
 
V. Course Requirements  
 
Conference Participation      10% 
Reading Responses  (x5)    30% 
Test 1       30% 
Test 2       30% 

 
1. Conference Participation 10% 

 
Your participation mark will be based on your regular contribution to conference discussions and your 
ability to demonstrate that you have carefully read the required materials. This means that you must come 
to the virtual conferences prepared to raise questions and comments about the required texts, as well as 
relevant examples and counter examples. Debate and disagreement are encouraged; note, however, that 
discriminatory language will not be tolerated.  
 
Participation marks for this course will be based on a simplified scale of ‘excellent’ (90), ‘’good’ (75), ‘pass’ 
(65) and ‘fail’ (0). 
 
Participation marks for students unable to attend the conference meetings will be based on additional 
reading responses / discussion forum posts (see below).  
 

2. Reading Responses / Discussion Forum Posts 30% 
 
Over the course of the semester, you must post 5 reading responses on the dedicated discussion forum 
for your conference section. This can be on any 5 weeks during the semester with assigned readings (or 
films) (beginning on week 3, September 21), but at least one should be posted by week 6 (October 5). 
 
Posts should be between 200-300 words and should include: 
 

- An analytical response to the required reading/s (and/or film, if applicable). If there is more than 
one required text for the week, you may choose to focus on one or draw connections between 
the texts. The response should answer questions such as: What did you find interesting about the 
readings? Did you find the author’s arguments convincing or not? Why? In what ways? What are 
the strengths and weaknesses of the authors’ claims? Are there other examples or issues you can 
relate to the readings? 
 

- 1-3 questions for potential discussion. Some of your discussion questions may be used during 
the lecture. 

 
Responses should be posted on MyCourses by 4pm EST on the Monday before the lecture (e.g. If you are 
responding to the reading on Week 4 (performativity), the response should be posed by September 28, 
4pm EST. Late responses will not be marked. Responses will also be marked based on a simplified scale 
of ‘excellent’ (90), ‘’good’ (75), ‘pass’ (65) and ‘fail’ (0).  
 
Students unable to attend conferences for the duration of the semester (e.g. due to time zone differences 
or other accessibility issues) may post 2 additional responses for their participation mark. 
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3. Tests 30% each 
 
There will be two tests during the semester. The first will test your comprehension of the lectures and 
readings from Weeks 2-7 and the second from Weeks 8-13. You will be asked to define and explain key 
concepts discussed in the course and/or passages from the texts. You will have 3 days to answer the 
tests. Tests will be marked according to the standard grading scale below. Unless accommodations have 
been arranged with your TA or the professor, no late tests will be accepted. 
 
 
Grading 
 
Grades in the “A” range are awarded for superior work. Grades in the “B” range are awarded for work 
that is above satisfactory. Grades in the “C” range are awarded for satisfactory/sufficient work. “D” 
grades are awarded for unsatisfactory work.  
 

Grades Grade Points Numerical Scale % 
A 4.0 85-100 
A- 3.7 80-84 
B+ 3.3 75-79 
B 3.0 70-74 
B- 2.7 65-69 
C+ 2.3 60-64 
C 2.0 55-59 
D 1.0 50-54 
F 0 0-49 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Course Schedule _____________________________________________________________  
*All readings will be made available on MyCourses 
 

Part I                           Concepts and Frameworks 
   
Week 1   Course Introduction 
 
September 8   No Reading 
 
Week 2   The History and Politics of Sexuality 
 
September 15   Ambrosino, Brandon. “The Invention of ‘Heterosexuality.’” BBC Future.  

http://www.bbc.com/future/story/20170315-the-invention-of-heterosexuality  
(2017). 
 

    Sedgwick, Eve Kosofsky. “Queer and Now.” In Tendencies. London:  
Routledge, 1994. 

 
*Conferences begin this week. Please be sure you are registered for a 
conference section.* 
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Week 3   The History of Sexuality 
 
September 22   Foucault, Michel. The History of Sexuality, Volume 1: An Introduction.  

Translated by Robert Hurley. New York: Pantheon Books, 1978.  
(pp. 3-18, 36-48 only) 
 
Rubin, Gayle. “Thinking Sex: Notes for a Radical Theory of the Politics of 
Sexuality.” In Queer Cultures, edited by Deborah Carlin and Jennifer DiGrazia. 
Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall, [1984] 2004. (pp. 305-321 only) 

 
Week 4   Performativity   
 
September 29    Butler, Judith. “Performative Acts and Gender Constitution: An Essay in  

Phenomenology and Feminist Theory.” Theatre Journal vol. 40, no. 4 (1988):  
519-531. 

 
Film: Paris Is Burning (dir. Jennie Livingston, 1991) (71 min) 

 
Week 5   Normativity 
 
October 6   Warner, Michael. The Trouble with Normal: Sex, Politics, and the Ethics of  

Queer Life. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1999. (pp. 41-61) 
 

  Duggan, Lisa. “The New Homonormativity: The Sexual Politics of  
Neoliberalism.” In Materializing Democracy: Toward a Revitalized Cultural  
Politics, edited by Dana D. Nelson, 175-190. Durham and London: Duke 
University Press, 2002.  

 
Week 6   Trans* 
 
October 13   Stryker, Susan. “(De)Subjugated Knowledges: An Introduction to  

Transgender Studies.” In The Transgender Studies Reader, edited by Susan  
Stryker and Stephen Wittle, 1-17. New York and London: Routledge, 2006. 

 
Spade, Dean. “Mutilating Gender.” In The Transgender Studies Reader,  
edited by Susan Stryker and Stephen Wittle, 315-332. New York and London:  
Routledge, 2006. 

  
Week 7   Trans* 
 
October 20   Guest lecture: Eve Parker Finley 
 
   Test 1 Questions Released after lecture 
 
October 23  Test 1 Due @ 5 pm (via MyCourses) 
 

 
Note: No conferences this week 
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Week 8   Disability and Sexuality  
 
October 27   McRuer, Robert. “Compulsory Able-bodiedness and Queer/Disabled  

Existence.” In The Disability Studies Reader 2nd ed., edited by Lennard J. Davis,  
88-99. New York and London: Routledge, 2006. 

 
Week 9   Race and Sexuality, part 1 
 
November 3   Hammonds, Evelyn M. “Towards a Genealogy of Black Female  

Sexuality.” In Feminist Theory and the Body: A Reader, edited by Janet Price  
and Margrit Shildrick, 93-104. New York and London: Routledge, 1999. 

 
Morris, Wesley. “Last Taboo: Why Pop Culture Just Can’t Deal with Black Male 
Sexuality.” New York Times Magazine (2016). 
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2016/10/30/magazine/black-male-
sexuality-last-taboo.html. 

 
Week 10  Race and Sexuality, part 2 
 
November 10   Shimizu, Celine Perreñas. The Hypersexuality of Race: Performing  

Asian/American Women on Screen and Scene. Durham and London: Duke  
University Press, 2007. (Chapter 1, pp 1-25 only) 
 
Puar, Jasbir K and Amit S. Rai. “Monster, Terrorist, Fag: The War on Terrorism 
and the Production of Docile Patriots.” Social Text vol. 20, no. 3 (2002): 117-
140. 

 
Week 11  Guest Lecture 
 
November 17  Guest lecture: TBA 
   
Week 12  HIV/AIDS  
 
November 24  Redman, Peter. “Invasion of the Monstrous Others: Heterosexual Masculinities, 

the ‘AIDS Carrier’ and the Horror Genre.” In Border Patrols: Policing the 
Boundaries of Heterosexuality, edited by Deborah Lynn Steinberg, Debbie 
Epstein and Richard Johnson, 98-115. London: Cassell, 1997. 

 
Thrasher, Steven. 2015. “A Black Body on Trial: The Conviction Of HIV-Positive 
‘Tiger Mandingo.’” Buzzfeed News. 
https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/steventhrasher/a-black-body-on-trial-
the-conviction-of-hiv-positive-tiger-m 

  
Week 13  Queering the Future 
 
December 1   Edelman, Lee. “The Future Is Kid Stuff: Queer Theory, Disidentification, and the 

Death Drive.” Narrative vol. 6, no. 1 (1998): 18-30.  
  

  Hall, Donald E. “Afterword: W(h)ither Identity?” In Queer Theories, edited  
by Donald E. Hall, 175-190. New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2002. 

 
December 4  Test 2 Due @ 5 pm (via MyCourses) 
 


