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The “Hear Our Voices” project works to empower juvenile victims of institutional violence 

in occupied East Jerusalem. The program targets traumatized minors who have been 

violated and arrested, along with the families and mothers of trauma survivors. The 

program focuses on holding social and legal sessions in a number of locations around East 

Jerusalem, including Al Tur, Al-Issawiya, Silwan, and the Shuafat camps.  

JCAN’s social sessions for children and mothers are held once a week in a number of 

locations around East Jerusalem. This year, JCAN’s staff provided 53 social sessions for 

groups of 18-25 children, and 19 social sessions for groups of 8-15 mothers. These social 

sessions helped mothers and children express 

their anger and frustration through focused 

activities. The children’s sessions consist 

primarily of exercises dealing with the personal 

trauma experienced during arrests, involving 

discussion, reflection and various forms of 

expressive art; many of these exercises utilize the 

power of artistic media like drawing and clay 

sculpture as well as theatrical performance.  

JCAN also ran six legal sessions with 28 mothers in each group, and four legal sessions with 

10 children in each group. The legal sessions, which lasted for two hours each, provided 

mothers and children with knowledge of their and their children’s rights in the event of 

arrest. JCAN is working on recruiting more women to the program. The youth and mothers 

then become ambassadors in their communities and are able to spread information given 

in the sessions and educate their families and neighbors about their rights.  

A secondary goal of the social sessions is to use various forms of media created by the 

children as a visual record of their trauma. These blogs, YouTube videos, and photos 

document their experiences of violation and arrests. Already emerging from the steering 

group is the idea of a theatrical performance by the children, showing their arrest, 

detention, and how they cope with issues of trauma.  The project ran an advocacy 

campaign, which included the production of 50 news stories, advertisements, and radio 

spots, as well as social activities.  

 

 


