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ABOUT

Established in September 2005, the Centre for Human Rights and Legal
Pluralism (CHRLP) was formed to provide students, professors and the
larger community with a locus of intellectual and physical resources for
engaging critically with the ways in which law affects some of the most
compelling social problems of our modern era, most notably human
rights issues. Since then, the Centre has distinguished itself by its
innovative legal and interdisciplinary approach, and its diverse and
vibrant community of scholars, students and practitioners working at
the intersection of human rights and legal pluralism.

CHRLP is a focal point for innovative legal and interdisciplinary research,
dialogue and outreach on issues of human rights and legal pluralism.
The Centre’s mission is to provide students, professors and the wider
community with a locus of intellectual and physical resources for
engaging critically with how law impacts upon some of the compelling
social problems of our modern era.

A key objective of the Centre is to deepen transdisciplinary
collaboration on the complex social, ethical, political and philosophical
dimensions of human rights. The current Centre initiative builds upon
the human rights legacy and enormous scholarly engagement found in
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.



ABOUT THE SERIES

The Centre for Human Rights and Legal Pluralism (CHRLP)
Working Paper Series enables the dissemination of papers by
students who have participated in the Centre’s International
Human Rights Internship Program (IHRIP). Through the
program, students complete placements with NGOs,
government institutions, and tribunals where they gain
practical work experience in human rights investigation,
monitoring, and reporting. Students then write a research
paper, supported by a peer review process, while
participating in a seminar that critically engages with human
rights discourses. In accordance with McGill University's
Charter of Students’ Rights, students in this course have the (99
right to submit in English or in French any written work that I
is to be graded. Therefore, papers in this series may be

published in either language.

The papers in this series are distributed free of charge and
are available in PDF format on the CHRLP’'s website. Papers
may be downloaded for personal use only. The opinions
expressed in these papers remain solely those of the
author(s). They should not be attributed to the CHRLP or
McGill University. The papers in this series are intended to
elicit feedback and to encourage debate on important public
policy challenges. Copyright belongs to the author(s).

The WPS aims to meaningfully contribute to human rights
discourses and encourage debate on important public policy
challenges. To connect with the authors or to provide
feedback, please contact human.rights@mcgill.ca.



Résume

Dans cet article, l'intersectionnalité des contextes politiques,
économiques et historiques des régimes juridiques des
partenariats entre adultes au Canada sera examinée sous
I'angle de la théorie queer et du constructivisme critique.

Il existe des arguments convaincants en faveur du « mariage »,
ou a tout le moins de ses avantages, pour tous les adultes
consentants (c'est-a-dire les soeurs, les amis, les parents et les
enfants adultes) qui choisissent de partager tous les droits et
obligations associés a une telle union, indépendamment de la
conjugalité, sur la base de la dignité humaine, de la non-
discrimination et de I'égalité.

Pour explorer ce concept, le présent ouvrage est divisé en deux
parties : la premiére examine le contexte des cadres juridiques
des relations personnelles. La seconde partie aborde I'égalité
au-dela de la notion de conjugalité.

Compte tenu de tout ce qui précéde, cet article recommande
que le Canada et les pays similaires élargissent les types de
relations admissibles a la protection et a I'aide de I'Etat, et cela,
en établissant un régime qui reconnait également les relations
conjugales et non conjugales.
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