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Identification

Applicant

Family Name: Walker First Name: Jan

Application

Application Title  2013 CGS Master's Award Application

Language in which the
proposal is written English French  

Field of Research 

Start date or proposed start
date of program of study

2013-09-01
 

Proposed end date of program
of study

Number of months of graduate studies completed as of December 31 of year of application

Months of full-time study 
4

Months of part-time study 
0

If you are successful in
obtaining a Canada Graduate
Scholarship will you consider
applying for a Michael Smith
Foreign Study Supplement? Y e s No

Proposed Host Organization

Proposed Host Organization #1

Organization McGill University

Faculty 

Science

Department/Division Animal Science

Proposed Host Organization #2

Organization University of Northern British Columbia

Faculty 

Science

Department/Division Natural Resources and Environmental Studies, Fac. of

Proposed Host Organization #3
Organization 

Faculty 
Department/Division 

Proposed Host Organization #4
Organization 

Faculty 
Department/Division 

Proposed Host Organization #5
Organization 

Research Portal

natural sciences and/or engineering
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Faculty 
Department/Division 

Summary of Proposal

Summary

type or copy and paste a SUMMARY of your research proposal here. Use all the space allotted but remember to keep note of the 
character count above. This SUMMARY should cover all the salient points of your full proposal.


Be sure to get your supervisor's aid.

Activity Details

Certification Requirements

Does the proposed
research involve humans
as research participants?

Y e s No

Does the proposed research
involve animals? Y e s No

Does the proposed research
involve human pluripotent

stem cells? Y e s No

For statistical purposes only

Does this application propose
research involving aboriginal

people? Y e s No

Keywords

List up to 10 keywords that
best describe the proposal. walrus, Artic, ivory

Field of Study

Indicate and rank up to three
primary fields of study relevant
to your proposal, with #1 the
most relevant and #3 the least
relevant.

ANIMAL BIOLOGY1.

ANIMAL PHYSIOLOGY AND METABOLISM2.

ANIMAL ECOLOGY3.
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Outline of proposed research (attachment) 
 
The attachment consists of two separate sections: Outline of proposed research and Bibliography 
and citations. Each of these sections must be only one page. Pages in excess of the number 
permitted may be removed before the selection process, and your application may be at a 
disadvantage as a result. 
 
Outline of proposed research (maximum of one page) 
 
Provide a detailed description of your proposed research project for the period during which you 
will hold the award. Be as specific as possible. Provide background information to position your 
proposed research within the context of current knowledge in the field. State the objectives and 
hypothesis, and outline the experimental or theoretical approach to be taken (citing literature 
pertinent to the proposal) and the methods and procedures to be used. State the significance of 
the proposed research to a field or fields in the health sciences, natural sciences and/or 
engineering, or social sciences and/or humanities, as appropriate. 
If the output of your degree program is an artistic creation rather than a thesis, clearly indicate 
the research component of your proposed work. Outline the objectives of your research, the 
context, methodology and contribution to the advancement of knowledge. 
If your degree program does not involve a thesis, a major research paper/essay or a major 
research project, clearly outline the research component of the degree. 
If you have not yet decided on a specific project, you must still provide a detailed description of 
a proposed research project. You may change your research direction or activities during the 
course of the award. Certain restrictions may apply. Refer to the Tri-agency research training 
award holder’s guide. 
 
In addition: 
• Applicants are expected to write their outline of proposed research independently. 
Ideas and text belonging to others must be properly referenced. 
• Include all relevant information in the outline. Do not refer reviewers to URLs or 
other publications for supplemental information. 
• In the outline of proposed research, provide the requested information according to 
the guidelines and format standards outlined in the presentation standards. 
  



Bibliography and citations (maximum of one page) 
 
 
Provide a bibliography that includes citations for all works referenced in the research proposal. 
These citations should be in a format used by the primary discipline of the proposed research. 
You must ensure that all citations are clear and complete, to allow reviewers to easily locate the 
sources. 
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Application - Canada Graduate Scholarships-Master’s Program

Reference Assessment Form

Applicant Information
Family name: Applicant First name: Student
Organization: McGill University Department/Division: Ressources Naturelles

Reference Information
Family name: Hickey First name: Gordon
Organization:

McGill University
Department/division: Natural Resource

Sciences
Position title: Associate professor

I have known Student Applicant in my capacity as their teacher and supervisor for 1 years and 0 months.

In providing your assessment in each section below, consider the applicant in comparison to other students 
in similar disciplines and at a similar stage in their graduate studies, with whom you have interacted during 
the last five years.

Academic Excellence

As demonstrated by past academic results, transcripts, awards and distinctions.

Rating: Top 2% Top 5% Top 10% Top 25% Below Top 25%
 Unable to comment 

Provide an assessment of the applicant's skills, abilities, achievements, awards, experience and 
contributions related to this criterion. Use concrete examples.

I strongly recommend Studentt to the Canada Graduate Scholarships Master's Program. Student has an 
outstanding student record at McGill, receiving numerous awards and distinctions and earning a very 
impressive CGPA of 3.92 in their undergraduate studies. I have known Student since January 2xxx when 
they successfully completed my advanced undergraduate-level course, ENVB 437: Assessing 
Environmental Impact, earning an A. During this course Student was exposed to numerous disciplinary 
approaches to environment-related science and decision-making.  From my perspective, they stood out 
from his classmates as someone who was willing to take an interdisciplinary approach to environment and 
sustainability challenges. They also demonstrated excellent public speaking ability and strong leadership 
skills in the group project. Based on my discussions with them, I believe that Student is passionate about 
environment and sustainability management, and he has since continued to develop his expertise in this 
field through work as a Research Assistant in my lab focusing on food security.

Research Potential

As demonstrated by the applicant's research history, his/her interest in discovery, the proposed research,
its potential contribution to the advancement of knowledge in the field, and any anticipated outcomes.

Rating: Top 2% Top 5% Top 10% Top 25% Below Top 25%
Unable to comment

Provide an assessment of the applicant's skills, abilities, achievements, awards, experience and
contributions related to this criterion. Use concrete examples.

Research Portal
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Student has the skills, ambition and background to conduct innovative research on agricultural 
issues. Based on my experience interacting with Student, I believe that they have high intellectual 
and leadership potential. student has been working as a Research Assistant in my  Research 
Laboratory since September 2xxx focusing on resilient farming systems, knowledge integration and food 
security in Kenya. This work has involved literature searches and database management, providing them 
with skills that will be useful in undertaking their own graduate-level research. I think that the 
opportunities offered by Masters research will both excite and challenge Student to new heights.

Personal Characteristics and Interpersonal Skills

As demonstrated by the applicant's past professional and relevant extracurricular interactions and
collaborations.

Rating: Top 2% Top 5% Top 10% Top 25% Below Top 25%
 Unable to comment 

Provide an assessment of the applicant's skills, abilities, achievements, awards, experience and 
contributions related to this criterion. Use concrete examples.

Student will make an excellent member of any graduate student community. They are able to talk 
about a diverse set of topics outside of research and is friendly and interested in others. Student has 
been a very active member of the McGill community, volunteering as Club President between 2xxx and 
2xxx  This role involved organizing meetings with students to discuss potential improvements to the 
agricultural economics major and share ideas to increase enrollment in agricultural economics. They 
have also recently been named Captain of the McGill team that is competing in the Agricultural and 
Applied Economics Association Academic Bowl, July 2xxx.
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