
P R E S E N TAT I O N 
Global mental health is concerned with understanding and addressing mental health 
problems in diverse settings around the globe. The Movement for Global Mental 
Health (GMH) is an evidence-based global initiative that aims to close the treatment 
gap for people with mental disorders in low-and middle-income countries. However, 
there are persistent controversies related to how systems of knowledge and practice 
are generated and circulate to reshape local health systems, and how the goals, 
values, needs and aspirations of communities can be refl ected in the reconfi guration 
of the local health care system. The objective of this webinar is to critically examine 
some of the organizational, political and conceptual implications of global knowledge 
production and circulation for the transformation of the local mental health systems, 
research, and training. Dr. Kirmayer’s presentation will explore how to advance GMH 
agenda for community mental health by revisiting the persistent tensions in GMH, 
recognizing the role of culture in structural competence, and emphasizing the need for 
pluralism and safe spaces for collaborative knowledge production, critical rethinking 
and person-centered mental health care. 
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Co-constructing Knowledge in Global Mental Health
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Critical Perspectives of Global Mental 
Health and Implications in Peru
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