
COVID-19 Reiterates the Critical Need for Clinical Trials Transparency: A Call to Action at McGill

Rates represent trials completed 
after October 2018 (aligning with 
the 2 year grace period allowed 
in the US) which have been 
preregistered in clinicaltrials.gov 
and have not published results in 
a journal or on clinicaltrials.gov. 

CASE STUDY: Reboxetine

Pfizer marketed Reboxetine as a new treatment for 
clinical depression. They published one study which 

showed 65.4% efficacy compared to placebo. Doctors 
prescribed the drug. It was later revealed that Pfizer 
didn’t report data from 74% of their patients. Overall, 
Reboxetine had 11.2% efficacy and produced more 

adverse effects than placebo.

Dismal reporting rates at McGill affiliated hospitals

…

McGILL RESEARCHERS PAVE WAY IN R&D 
TRANSPARENCY THROUGH DEVELOPMENT OF 

VACCINE TRACKER
\

This likely represents a small fraction of 
McGill-affiliated trials since many trials are 
not pre-registered.  Lists of all publicly 
funded trials are not easily accessible.

While other registries exist, clinicaltrials.gov 
is widely used in Canada.

Even with publication of results in a registry 
or journal, quality and accessibility of results 
is another question entirely.
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100% Unreported

EXPERTS SPEAKING OUT

CASE STUDY: Chloroquine and Hydroxychloroquine

AS LEVERAGE

“Amid a wave of research into potential Covid-19 therapies, a 

new analysis warns that some trials are being run by 

universities and companies in Europe that either have no 

track record filing any trial results with a European database 

or have failed to do so in the past. As a result, there is a risk 

that past performance might undermine the ongoing search 

for safe and effective treatments, according to the advocacy 

group that conducted the analysis.

Specifically, two-thirds of the 118 Covid-19 trials analyzed in 

June were  run by universities and companies that have no 

record of uploading clinical study results to the European 

Union Drug Regulating Authorities Clinical Trials Database, or 

EudraCT, which trial sponsors are required to do so under EU 

rules. Of these, 39 trials are being run by sponsors that, in the 

past, violated requirements to upload results.” -Ed Silverman

With clinical trials transparency suddenly in the spotlight, COVID-19 presents an opportunity to raise awareness, assess barriers, and allocate 
resources to ensure that ALL trials are preregistered and all results are reported. Scientsists may need additional support including funding, training, 

and updated reporting guidelines. Given the spending on R&D and IP,  universities and funders have no excuse not to answer this call.
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