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GLOBAL HEALTH AT ONE OF THE BEST UNIVERSITIES IN CANADA AND THE WORLD

• 1821 founding date of McGill University 

• 1st in Canada among medical-doctoral universities for  
 twelve consecutive years (Maclean’s 2017) 

•  30th in the world (QS World University Rankings 2016/17) 

• 300+ programs of study 

• 25% international students 

• 23% graduate students 

• 180 countries where alumni live and work

McGill Global Health Programs is a strong component of one of Canada’s best-known institutions of higher learning  
and one of the leading universities in the world. With students coming to McGill from some 150 countries,  
our student body is the most internationally diverse of any research-intensive university in the country. McGill has 
two campuses, 10 faculties, some 300 programs of study, and 40,000 students. The University also partners with 
four affiliated teaching hospitals to graduate over 1,000 health care professionals each year.



Students and faculty are increasingly interested in 
global health and in many ways perceive themselves 
to be global citizens. What better place to nurture 
this desire than within a university setting? Global 
Health Programs unites the necessary people and 
serves as an overarching organization to coordinate, 

unify, and strategically plan the work of diverse global 
health groups and researchers at McGill. The GHP 
infrastructure provides tools, resources, and support  
to allow students and faculty to succeed in their local 
and international global health initiatives.

THE IMPORTANCE OF GLOBAL HEALTH PROGRAMS AT MCGILL

“In addition to providing development assistance, Canada has much more to offer. 
Canada is blessed with some of the best academic researchers and innovators 
working in global health... We must find a way to harness this abundant scientific 
talent in Canada. Doing so will not only amplify the financial contributions by 
Canadians, but also show our global solidarity.”

— Dean of Medicine and Vice-Principal for Health Affairs, Dr. David Eidelman 
& Director of McGill Global Health Programs, Dr. Madhukar Pai 

Huffington Post Canada, September 2016



WHAT IS THE MISSION OF MCGILL GLOBAL HEALTH PROGRAMS?  
Global Health Programs’ (GHP) three-pronged mission encompasses education, research 
and partnerships. Our goal is to make bold strides in advancing the University’s diverse 
endeavors in the field of global health.

GHP INCREASES OPPORTUNITIES  
FOR STUDENTS  
The GHP office works with academic departments, 
centres and institutes to encourage high-quality  
education and training in global health. GHP also 
helps to garner funding to send students abroad  
to complete global health clinical and research 
projects and support student-driven initiatives both 
locally and globally.

GHP SUPPORTS GLOBAL HEALTH  
RESEARCH AT MCGILL  
McGill’s reputation in research rivals the top institutions 
in the world. GHP aims to help facilitate innovative and 

interdisciplinary research to address critical global 
health challenges and priorities.

GHP IS BUILDING SUSTAINABLE 
PARTNERSHIPS WITH INSTITUTIONS IN  
LOW AND MIDDLE INCOME COUNTRIES  
Building and strengthening strategic partnerships, 
both at home and abroad, involves nurturing the trans-
lation and exchange of knowledge and skills, as well as 
promoting advocacy and policy implementation. McGill 
faculty members boast long-standing relationships 
with academic groups and agencies around the world, 
which foster in-depth research, capacity building proj-
ects and student exchanges.



SPECIAL EVENTS ORGANIZED BY GHP give the McGill community a chance to see and meet exceptional 
global health leaders. Recently, leaders of the Global Fund, the Stop TB Partnership, Grand Challenges Canada, the 
McGill AIDS Centre, and the McGill International TB Centre joined The Honourable Jane Philpott, Minister of Health 
for Canada to discuss how Canadian researchers can contribute to ending AIDS, TB, and Malaria (photo above).

In May 2016, Dr. Victor Dzau, President of the National 
Academy of Medicine and two time McGill graduate 
(Bsc’68, MDCM ’72) returned to campus to deliver the 
Andrew F. Holmes Dean of Medicine Distinguished Lecture.

Joanne Liu (MDCM ’91, IMHL’14), International President 
of Médecins Sans Frontières/Doctors Without Borders 
visited McGill in fall 2016 to deliver the keynote address 
at GHP’s Global Health Night.



KEY PROGRAMS

GLOBAL HEALTH SCHOLARS 
In response to growing student interest in global 
health, this summer mentored research program 
matches undergraduates with McGill faculty working 
in the global health field in a variety of disciplines. 
The students work with the faculty member for the 
summer and are exposed to research led by some of 
the top academics in the field and are connected to 
impactful international projects.

STEINBERG GLOBAL HEALTH  
POSTDOCTORAL FELLOWSHIP 
McGill University has a long history of global 
health research and training programs. 
Steinberg Global Health Postdoctoral  
Fellowships support a diverse cohort  
of the most promising scholars in global 
health and assist them in establishing a 
research base early in their careers. 

Madlen Nash (Microbiology and Immunology ’17) worked in 
Mangalore, India on a project to evaluate the Xpert HIV-1 viral 
load test. “This was an eye opening experience about what it takes 
to plan and execute a successful study in a new and unfamiliar 
country. This kind of learning is beyond the scope of what you can 
hope to gain from a PowerPoint or a textbook.”

Lena Shah, PhD (Fellow 2015-2017) examines the ef-
fectiveness of active case finding of household contacts 
within a routine TB control program in an endemic 
area of Lima, Peru. “This award allows me to continue 
my research in Peru and to support my burgeoning 
research program. I also benefit from the professional 
development and mentorship as a fellow.”



GLOBAL HEALTH SEED  
GRANT PROGRAM 
There are close to 150 global health researchers 
at McGill and its affiliated hospitals. The GHP 
office supports research at McGill by managing 
the Steinberg Fund for Interdisciplinary Global 
Health Research seed grant program and 
supporting global health teams and groups 
working collaboratively on key topics.

SUMMER INSTITUTE IN GLOBAL HEALTH  
& INFECTIOUS DISEASES
The Summer Institute short courses feature internationally 
known faculty, a focus on highly applicable new knowledge, 
and an opportunity to network with fellow global health 
professionals from around the world. Hosted by McGill 
Global Health Programs, the McGill International TB Centre, 
the McGill Institute of Parasitology, JD Maclean Centre for 
Tropical Diseases and the MUHC-RI (Infectious Diseases and 
Immunity in Global Health Program), the Summer Institute 
delivers 1-week courses each summer covering many dif-
ferent areas of global health research.

This previous participant’s sentiment sums up the experience of most 
people who attend a Summer Institute course: “Very well conceptualized, 
excellent faculty and overall a great chance to interact with people from a 
myriad of disciplines and countries. Great course…”

From the development of trauma registries in 
low-resource settings, to studying indoor air pollution 
in China (photo below), to investigating the psycho-
social aspects of coping with cancer in Canada and 
India, McGill has researchers working in all key areas 
of global health.



Global and Indigenous Health Nursing

The School of Physical and Occupational Therapy has 
a long history of engagement in and contribution to 
advancing issues of rehabilitation and disability in a 
global context. The School’s Global Health Rehabilitation 
Initiative (GHRI) hosts monthly interactive forums on 
global health and rehabilitation, nurtures partnerships 
with academic and non-governmental organizations, 
and contributes to capacity building activities.  
GHRI researchers are conducting innovative global 
health rehabilitation research spanning a wide range  
of topics and methodologies. They include investigations 
of community-based stroke assessment and technology- 
based rehabilitation interventions, needs of persons 
with disabilities following natural disasters, and health 
and economic governance in the area of tobacco control. 
This global health research is carried out in Canada, 
India, Haiti, Burkina Faso, Brazil, Philippines, Kenya, 
Malawi and Zambia. 

Global Health and Rehabilitation Initiative

Global and Indigenous Health Nursing (GAIHN) 
emphasizes that global health is about local and 
worldwide health improvement, reduction of 
disparities, recognizing the health disparities that 
exist for marginalized and vulnerable populations, 
including Indigenous people, persons in situations 
of homelessness and poverty, immigrant and 
refugee communities, and other vulnerable popu-
lations. The Ingram School of Nursing is one of the 
only nursing schools in Canada to offer a Global 
Health Studies concentration for both the Masters 
of Science (Applied) Nursing Direct Entry and Nurse 
Entry programs. Global Health Studies provides 
students with global health content throughout the 
program and students complete one semester of 
their final year in a global health placement. Current 
partner sites include Northern Quebec, Tanzania, 
Uganda, Kenya, Thailand, and Nepal.

More information about all of the projects below can be found at www.mcgill.ca/globalhealth/research 

A TRADITION OF RESEARCH EXCELLENCE 



Injuries cost the global population some 300 
million years of healthy life every year, causing 
11% of disability-adjusted life years (DALYs) 
worldwide. The divisions of trauma and general 
surgery at the McGill University Health Centre 
have recognized the impact of injury and acute 
surgical disease, and have been committed 
to addressing this major problem. The Centre’s 
ultimate goal is to reduce injury and acute 
surgical disease-related morbidity and mortality 
in low- and middle- income countries through 
local capacity building involving a multidisci-
plinary approach. Specifically, they are currently 
involved in education programs, research 
programs, on-site clinical work, exchange 
programs, and trauma system development in 
several East African nations and most recently 
in Haiti.

Centre for Global Surgery

The McGill Global Mental Health Program (GMHP) is a 
multidisciplinary initiative that aims to foster collabora-
tive action research, capacity building, and knowledge 
exchange to address the disparities in mental health in 
low- and middle-income countries. The program builds 
on McGill’s longstanding engagement with cultural  
psychiatry by bringing the methods and perspectives  
of social sciences and mental health practice to bear  
on understanding and responding to mental health 
problems in international contexts.  The program is 
based in the Division of Social and Transcultural  
Psychiatry with a steering community that includes 
faculty from anthropology, epidemiology, family medi-
cine, law, physical and occupational therapy, psychiatry, 
psychology, social studies of medicine, and social work. 
The program holds monthly rounds in global mental 
health, training opportunities for students including 
an annual summer school, promotes interdisciplinary 
research, and provides consultation.

Global Mental Health Program 



A TRADITION OF RESEARCH EXCELLENCE 

Despite the recognition of its cause in the 19th cen-
tury and the development of a vaccine and effective 
antibiotics in the 20th century, TB continues to be 
the single most important bacterial pathogen of 
humans. It is axiomatic that TB continues to occur 
due to a combination of bacterial attributes, host 
factors and environmental contributors, yet few 
groups possess the breadth of research expertise 
to account for each of these, in isolation, and 
together. The McGill International TB Centre is a 
world leader in the interdisciplinary study of TB. 
The Centre brings together over 20 investigators 
with expertise ranging from economics to mouse 
models, working both at an academic centre and 
with a number of collaborating groups around the 
world. The Centre includes researchers interested 
in biomedical, clinical, epidemiologic and social 
determinants of TB. Their work aims to develop 
and evaluate new diagnostic tests, new vaccines 
and new treatment regimens for the control of TB 
and other mycobacterial diseases. 

Around 6.6 million children under the age of 5 die 
each year, and most of these deaths are preventable. 
In 2014, the Global Child Health Program was estab-
lished within the McGill Department of Pediatrics 
to contribute sustainably to the health and well-being 
of children in resource-limited settings by establishing 
mutually beneficial, lasting partnerships with pediat-
ric centres in low-income countries. The program 
adheres to the principles of sustainability and 
capacity-building by working collaboratively with 
local health care professionals to meet the medical 
education and research needs that they self-identify. 
The program has ongoing partnerships with the 
Hôpital Saint-Michel in Jacmel, Haiti and with the 
Centre hospitalier universitaire de Kigali, Rwanda. 
In addition, to these partnerships, the program also 
provides global child health teaching to pediatric 
residents and other health care professionals in the 
McGill University Health Centre network and the 
Centre Hospitalier de l’Université de Montréal.

McGill International TB Centre McGill Department of Pediatrics’ Global 
Child Health Program



Established in May 2012, the Centre on Population 
Dynamics’ (CPD) principal aim is to facilitate ground- 
breaking research on topics relating to health, work, 
family, aging, and migration that are central to the 
lives of individuals and vital to the prosperity of 
societies. To examine these complex issues from 
multiple perspectives, they have brought together 
the talents of some of McGill’s premier researchers 
in sociology, economics, geography, and epidemiology. 
By creating an intellectual community which pro-
motes the lively exchange of ideas and innovations 
from different disciplines, CPD not only fosters original 
collaborative research projects among faculty, but it 
will also develop rare training opportunities where 
students are directly mentored by multidisciplinary 
teams of advisors.

Centre on Population Dynamics

VOICE (Views On Interdisciplinary Childhood Ethics) 
was developed to advance the emerging field of 
childhood ethics. The principal aim of this initiative 
is to identify, investigate, and develop strategies 
for addressing ethical concerns that affect young 
people of all ages. These ethical concerns relate  
to child health, child mental health, schooling, child 
welfare, childhood disability, children living in poverty, 
migrant children, indigenous populations, as well as 
global child health. The VOICE team consists of an 
interdisciplinary group of researchers, community 
partners and stakeholders working together 
through engaged collaborations. The VOICE Team  
is currently conducting projects in Brazil, India,  
Tanzania, and the Republic of Georgia. 

VOICE (Views On Interdisciplinary 
Childhood Ethics)



A TRADITION OF RESEARCH EXCELLENCE 

The Centre is a world-renowned centre of ex-
pertise, research, and training in Clinical Tropical 
Medicine, including neglected tropical diseases, 
and is the largest of its kind in North America.  
The Centre includes the Tropical Disease Clinic, 
the Pre-travel clinic, the Clinical Parasitology 
section of the Department of Microbiology, and  
the National Reference Centre for Parasitology.  
The Centre also has a growing partnership with 
Addis Ababa University in Ethiopia to provide 
training and mentorship and foster collaborative 
research in microbiological/parasitological  
diagnostics and management of infections in 
secondary and tertiary healthcare institutions  
in developing countries.

JD Maclean Centre for Tropical Diseases

The vision for the program in Infectious Diseases and 
Immunity in Global Health (IDIGH) is to (i) act as catalyst 
for innovative research programs, to establish discovery 
pipelines in select diseases, and to enhance research 
competitiveness of program members; (ii) to train the 
next generation of scientists in biomedical, clinical,  
and health outcomes research; and (iii) to make program 
members aware and facilitate the exploitation of the shift 
of research funding that health research will experience 
in the short- and mid-term. To do so, IDIGH integrates  
the existing but fragmented strength in infectious diseases, 
immunology and global health at the RI-MUHC into work 
groups that implement a strong translational focus.

The Program in Infectious Diseases and Immunity 
in Global Health (IDIGH) at the Research Institute 
of the McGill University Health Centre (RI-MUHC)



The new Manipal-McGill Program for Infectious Diseases (MAP-ID) launched 
in August 2016. Both universities have strong reputations in infectious disease 
research especially in the areas of TB, HIV, and malaria. The goals of the new 
program include fostering research collaborations between Manipal and  
McGill faculty; identifying promising infectious disease researchers and train-
ees at Manipal and supporting them to attend the McGill Summer Institute in 
Infectious Diseases and Global Health; identifying promising McGill trainees 
and faculty to be under the mentorship of Manipal faculty; and establishing 
conferences, short courses and workshops taught jointly by Manipal and 
McGill faculty.

Other teams at McGill 
conducting global health 
research include:

•  McGill Institute for   
 Global Food Security

•  PAHO/WHO Collaborating  
 Centre for Research   
 and Training in Parasite  
 Epidemiology and Control

•  McGill Institute of   
 Parasitology

•  Global Environmental   
 Health Group

•  Institute for the  
 Study of International   
 Development

•  Institute for Health   
 and Social Policy.

Manipal-McGill Program for Infectious Diseases



“Diseases do not respect boundaries and we need to think 
beyond our local concerns and proactively get engaged in 
solving some of the world’s biggest health issues.” 

— Director of McGill Global Health Programs, Dr. Madhukar Pai
McGill Reporter, June 2015



GET INVOLVED WITH GLOBAL HEALTH PROGRAMS!

•  MSc (Public Health) and PhD (Epidemiology)

 with Global Health Concentration

•  Global health courses (credited and interprofessional)

•  Summer mentored research opportunities in global health 

•  Student and resident travel awards

•  Postdoctoral fellowships

•  Global health simulation fellowship with the  

 Steinberg Centre for Simulation and Interactive Learning

•  Seminar series, trainings, and events

•  Steinberg Fund for Interdisciplinary Global Health   

 Research (seed grant program)

•  Global Health Night

•  Student publications including the McGill Perspectives on  

 Global Health Blog and The Prognosis Global Health Journal

•  Support for global health research and capacity   

 building teams at McGill

IN THE PAST TWO YEARS…

• 10 McGill global health teams supported by GHP  
 including the new Global Mental Health Program,  
 Global Health and Rehabilitation Initiative and the  
 McGill-Manipal Program in Infectious Diseases

• 3 years of seed grant funding now available to McGill 
 global health researchers through the Steinberg  
 Fund for Interdisciplinary Global Health Research

• 500% increase in financial support for students  
 travelling abroad

• 1,000+ participants from more than 50 countries  
 have attended the McGill Summer Institute in   
 Infectious Diseases and Global Health 

• 20 exciting and relevant global health seminars  
 and student events held on campus per year



McGill Global Health Programs 
McIntyre Medical Bldg., Room 633
3655 Promenade Sir William Osler
Montreal, QC H3G 1Y6
T: 514-398-8564
globalhealth@mcgill.ca

www.mcgill.ca/globalhealth

/McGillGHP @McGillGHP


