
 

 
 

In September 2014, Dr. Madhu Pai was appointed as the new Director of Global Health Programs at McGill. In 
the year that followed, the program has started a number of important initiatives building on the work of 
previous directors. This report highlights the work of Global Health Programs (GHP) during the last year, 
September 2014-August 2015.  

As a first step, GHP hired staff and convened a strong Executive Council made up of McGill faculty. In addition, 
GHP revamped its logo and website and established a presence on social media. GHP, supported by the 
Executive Council, then undertook the process of developing a Strategic Plan for the 2015 – 2020 period 
(available at: https://www.mcgill.ca/globalhealth/about-us/strategic-plan-brochure). This plan, and the 
budget, was approved by the Faculty of Medicine in April 2015. GHP has proactively worked to increase its 
budget beyond the amount given by the Faculty of Medicine by working with University Advancement to 
secure donor funding and through income generating opportunities like the Summer Institute.  

In fall 2015 in order to strengthen and expand the advisory support structure, GHP established an 
International Advisory Board to help build strategic international partnerships and establish relationships with 
global health leaders in various fields.  

Teaching and Learning (undergraduate and graduate) 
The first goal of GHP’s mission is to “offer high-quality education and training in global health, and enhance 
capacity in resource-limited settings.” During 2014-2015, GHP greatly expanded existing programs and added 
new programs that advanced this mission. Some highlights include:  

 Establishing the first Steinberg Global Health Postdoctoral Fellowship Program, which the Blema and 
Arnold Steinberg Family Foundation created to support the most promising scholars in global health 
and assist them in forming a research base early in their careers. The program aims to support a 
diverse group of fellows with varying specialties and geographic areas of interest. 

o Dr. Lena Shah (Epidemiology) and Dr. Vincent Duclos (Social Studies of Medicine) were chosen 
as the first two recipients in 2015. 
 

 Expanding the travel award program for students and trainees traveling abroad for clinical placements 
or research projects.  

o Fall 2014: 8 awards, $14,000 
o Spring 2014: 16 awards, $39,220 (doubled from previous funding round in the fall) 
o New awards include:  

 PGME and Global Health Travel Award for Residents 
 Ambassador Paul Frazer Global Health Travel Award 
 5 new awards planned for Fall 2015 

 Elaine EL Wang, MDCM, Travel Award 

 Norman Bethune Awards for Global Health 

 The School of Physical and Occupational Therapy Global Health Award 

 The McGill International TB Centre Travel Awards 

 Ingram School of Nursing Travel Award (Winter 2015) 
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 Holding a highly successful global health seminar series and Global Health Night. These events were 
attended by 800+ people and created opportunities for the McGill global health community to interact 
with each other as well as take advantage of learning opportunities from speakers beyond McGill. 
 

 Establishing a new “Fundamentals of Global Health” (PPHS 511) course within the Department of 
Epidemiology, Biostatistics, and Occupational Health. The class was full within a couple of weeks and 
boosts a diverse roster of students from the Faculties of Medicine, Science, Arts, Management and 
Engineering.  
 

 Launching the 1st ever Summer Institute in Infectious Diseases and Global Health from July 6-17, 
2015. The Summer Institute included three, week-long courses and hosted 180 participants from 28 
countries. Notably, sponsorships allowed GHP to waive fees for 41 participants from low-resource 
countries and fully-support travel for 19 participants. The Summer Institute will grow to five courses in 
2016.  
 

 

           
 

MDCM student, Alexandre 

Dostaler travelled to South 

Africa for a rural family 

medicine using a Class of ’65 

Bursary travel award. 

Courses from Summer Institute 2015 

included: TB Research Methods, 

Global Health Diagnostics and 

Advanced TB Diagnostics. Participants 

from all over the world learned from 

wold-renowned faculty and from each 

other during the interactive courses.  
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 Continuing GHP support of student initiatives 
including the Interprofessional Global Health 
Course and eleven high-quality student-led 
events. GHP supports student projects with 
funding and administrative support.  

 

Research and Publications 

The second goal of GHP’s mission is to “support innovative, interdisciplinary, collaborative, and policy-relevant 
global health research.” This year GHP made great strides to bring together the disparate global health teams 
on McGill’s campus. Highlights include:  

 Surveying both teams and individual researchers working in global health at McGill. Our website now 
hosts up-to-date information for other researchers and students to find potential collaborating 
partners or advisors.  
 

 
 

Photo from 2015 Montreal World Health 

Organization Simulation Conference. GHP also 

supported the following student events:  

-McGill Fights Ebola 

-Refugee Health & Healthcare Equity Conference 

- McGill Global Surgery Conference 

-McGill Interprofessional GH Course 

-Rwanda-McGill Global Surgery Exchange 

-1st Annual Conference on Climate Change 

-MS4H Summer Anatomy Program 

-UAEM National Student Conference 

-Global Health Nurses Conference 

-Health & Human Rights: Indigenous Health  
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Key regions 
with multiple 
research and 

capacity 
building 

projects by 
McGill 

affiliates: 

India ∙  Haiti  ∙  
Peru  ∙  South 

Africa  ∙  
Northern 
Canada  

 Leveraging small amounts of GHP funding to raise $80,000 in matching funds to support McGill global 
health teams. GHP partnered with the following McGill teams in 2014-2015. 

o Global Child Health Program (Department of Pediatrics, Montreal Children’s Foundation) 

o Global and Indigenous Health Nursing (School of Nursing, Private Donor) 

o PGME and GHP Travel Awards for Residents (Post-Graduate Medical Education) 

o Global Women’s Health Travel Awards for Residents (Department of OBGYN) 

o Tuberculosis Travel and Paper Publication Awards (McGill International TB Centre) 

o SPOT Travel Awards and Conference (School of Physical and Occupational Therapy) 

o Global Environmental Health Conference (Department of EBOH & Global Environmental Health 

Group) 

 Providing funding and administrative support for team building within global health teams. Several 

global health teams were given support for logo and website development.  

 Sponsoring thematic global health conferences hosted by one or more of the global health teams 

(April 2015, Global Mental Health Innovation). 

Involvement in the community 

The third goal of GHP’s mission is to “build strategic international partnerships.” The map below shows the 
areas where McGill faculty members are actively working, either in research, or in training/capacity building. 
GHP is now working on a plan to build long-term partnerships in a few key countries, and to also bring 
country-specific teams together.  

 

Milestones:  
September, 2014: Dr. Madhu Pai, hired as new Director of Global Health Programs.  
June, 2015: New Steinberg Global Health Postdoctoral Fellowship established.  


