Bienvenue a McGill!
Welcome to McGill!

What to Register For: U0
Students (with and without
advanced standing)

Faculty of Arts
Thursday, June 11, 2026
10:00 AM to 11:00 AM




Land Acknowledgement

We acknowledge that McGill University is
located on land which has long served as a
site of meeting and exchange amongst
Indigenous peoples, including the
Haudenosaunee and Anishinaabeg nations.

McGill honours, recognizes and respects
these nations as the traditional stewards of
the lands and waters on which we meet.




Agenda

Welcome & Introductions

Review of U0 Student Status

Foundation Year Program Requirements
Important Dates/Events

Q&A



Review of your status
as a U0 Student

Foundation Program or “U0"” students are
students that have 0 to 23 credits of
advanced standing when they start their
studies at McGill.



What does an Arts degree at McGill entail?

+ Credits required for a Bachelor of Arts: 120 credits

+ Most courses are worth 3 or 6 credits
« As a UO Student, you must complete the Foundation Program before you declare a program.

What if | am a U0 but I still have some advanced standing?

If you have received Advanced Standing—such as APs, IBs—you may be exempt from part of the B.A. Foundation
Program requirements.

However, if they amount to less than 24 credits in total, you still have status as a U0 and must complete some
of the Freshman Program.

The maximum permissible total number of pre-admission advanced standing credits is limited to 30 credits.
This includes advanced standing from: CEGEP, French Baccalaureate, European Baccalaureate, some Bologna-
compliant high school programs, International Baccalaureate Diploma or Certificates (I1B), Advanced Level (AL),
Advanced Placement (AP) exams, and University credits.

Transfer credits
and




What if | earned 24 credits after my first term?

If you are a U0 student and have earned 24 or more credits after successful completion
of your first term, including advanced standing credits at the time of admission, you must
request to change your year to U1 as of the winter term.

If you think this might be you, it may be a good time to start thinking about what programs
you would like to take, as you must declare them when you become a U1!

Request to change status
to a U1 student

Departments and
Programs




When to Register

« Verify your Classification for registration (UO, U1, etc.), your program details and your registration time ticket
by going to your Minerva Student Menu: Student Menu>Registration Menu>Step 1: Check Your
Registration Eligibility and Verify Your Curriculum.

- Registration start dates for newly admitted undergraduate students:
o Newly-admitted U0 Scholarship recipients: June 12, 2026
o Newly-admitted UO students: June 16, 2026

* Minerva opens at 9:00 a.m. on the first day of registration and runs 24/7. As hundreds of students can
access Minerva at the same time, the opening-day rush means it may be difficult to log in during the first
few minutes. Don't worry, keep trying!

* Registration opens for the full academic year (both the Fall and Winter terms) and you should register for
courses for both terms.

for newly admitted
undergraduate students




Foundation Year Program Requirements - Options

In Option 1 "Foundation Year" you are able to develop your own program of study using courses from
the Humanities, Social Sciences, Languages, and/or Math and Sciences

In Option 2 "En Francais Générale" you are able to choose up to 18 credits from a variety of courses
conducted in French.
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Foundation Year program requirements
may include Advanced Standing credits
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Q&nter U1 when 24 credits have been completed /




Foundation Year Program
Requirements - Courses

« Courses taken to fulfill the Foundation Year Program
requirements must be passed with a C or better.

« A maximum of 18 credits in any one category, and 12
credits per department is permitted.

« Courses must be selected from the Approved Foundation
Program Course List.

Detailed information on the Foundation Year Program can be
found here.

Approved
Foundation Foundation UO
Program Requirements

Course List




En Francais Générale
Option

« A minimum of 18 credits must be completed in French.
These can be language courses, content courses taughtin
French, or a combination of the two.

* Here is a list of courses that can be taken to fulfill these 18
credits

« Students select the remaining credits (normally 12) for
their Foundation year from the_list of approved courses
for Arts Foundation students.

Approved Freshman
Foundation Program
Program En Frangais

Course List




Courses Outside Arts and
Science

» Most Bachelor of Arts students are permitted to take up
to 12 credits outside of Arts and Sciences

» However, there are designated programs in which
students are permitted to take up to 30 credits outside of
Arts and Sciences

» Since you are not yet in a program, talk to an advisor if you
are planning on taking credits outside the faculties.

» Courses outside Arts and Science cannot be used towards
the Foundation Program.

The list of these designated programs can be found here
(select "Courses Outside the Faculties of Arts or Science — For Arts
Students").

List of designated programs F s




Course Overlap

« Some courses cover similar material and thus you are
not allowed to take more than one of them for
credit. These will be noted on the Course Catalogue.

« Some courses can be used as complementary courses
for multiple programs. If you take one of these, you
can only use it for one program - “double dipping"” is
not allowed.

« Sometimes, the same course is offered by two
different departments. Such courses are called
"double-prefix" courses. Take the course offered by
YOUR department.

Course Overlap




Course Load

* 4 courses per semester (3 credits each, for a total of
12 credits) is considered a full-time course load.

+ 4-5 courses is a typical load for an Arts student.
+ Students with McGill scholarships must take 4-5
graded (non-S/U) courses (12-15 credits per term)

for a total of 27 credits per year.

» Students who are in satisfactory standing are
permitted to take up to 17 credits per term.

» If you are concerned about your course load, you can
contact a Faculty Advisor.

Faculty Advisor




Language Courses

+ McGill offers a variety of language courses

« Placement tests are required to register for all English
as a Second Language and French as a Second
Language courses

« The McGill Writing Centre conducts placement exams for
all students who are interested in taking ESL classes at
McGill

+ The French Language Department conducts placement
exams for all students who are interested in taking French
classes at McGill

The McGill Writing I:: FJ:":“
Centre Placement EUPs
Department

Exams




Add/Drop Period and Withdrawal Deadlines

The course change (add/drop) period is around 2 weeks at the beginning of the Fall and Winter
terms. This is a period for you to “shop” around for courses and discover what you want to take!

August September September October October
31 15 22 9 to 14 27

Withdraw WITHOUT REFUND
Deadline

Withdraw WITH REFUND
Deadline

Add/Drop Deadline
Courses you withdraw from

Classes begin Reading Break Courses you withdraw from

until this this date will receive
a grade of W.

Courses you withdraw from
btarting from the add/drop deadline
to this date will receive a grade of

W.

during add/drop are deleted
from your record.

*The W on your transcript doesn’t hurt your GPA!



Types of Advising Resources

[AEN
Program Advising
Connect with advisors in
the academic departments

for program and course-
specific guidance.

=

Arts OASIS

Reach out for
comprehensive degree
advising (excluding
program advising).

&

Service Point

Service Point offers
administrative support
(records/tuition
inquiries/etc)




Arts OASIS

The Arts OASIS provides a variety of resources to arts
students at McGill, some of which include:

+ Faculty advisors (advising beyond the departmental
level)

+ Degree planning appointments

Arts OASIS
Room 110, Dawson Hall

853 Sherbrooke Street West
Montreal, Quebec, H3A 0G5




Intro to Course Registration

Webinars
Given by Campus Life & Engagement

SAREELL
-

McGill's Intro to Course Registration is a series of
workshops (offered in French and in English) designed
to help you navigate course registration.

These workshops were recorded and can be viewed
here.

Information
Session on
Course
Registration




In-Person Events
Discover McGill!

Tuesday August 25, 2026: Faculty Orientation

Wednesday August 26, 2026: Arts Program Fair

Stay tuned for more information!
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Questions?

We have answers!




