Bienvenue a McGill!
Welcome to McGill!

What to Register For: U1
Students

Faculty of Arts | s
Thursday, June 4, 2026 o
10:00 AM to 11:00 AM




Land Acknowledgement

We acknowledge that McGill University is located on
land which has long served as a site of meeting and
exchange amongst Indigenous peoples, including the
Haudenosaunee and Anishinaabeg nations.

McGill honours, recognizes and respects these
nations as the traditional stewards of the lands and
waters on which we meet.



Arts Virtual Department
Fair

Following this presentation, there will be a
Virtual Department Fair from 11:00 to 12:00
where you can ask questions about course
selection.

Arts Department 3%,
Virtual Fair Links ¢




Agenda

Welcome & Introductions
Review of U1 Student Status
Degree Planning and Resources
Important Dates/Events

Q&A



Review of your status as a U1 Student

1) You're entering with 30 credits of advanced standing from:
o CEGEP
o French Baccalaureate
o European Baccalaureate
o Some Bologna-compliant high school programs

2) You're entering with at least 24 credits of advanced standing based on your examination results from:
o International Baccalaureate Diploma or Certificates (IB)
o Advanced Level (AL)
o Advanced Placement (AP) exams

3) You've completed university courses at another institution prior to entering McGill, and have received advanced standing for your
degree.
o As part of the Admissions process, you must submit transcripts from all previous studies. Eligible advanced standing credits will be
recorded on your transcript as general transfer credit.
o Review the University Transfer Student page for more information.

The maximum permissible total number of pre-admission advanced standing credits is limited to 30 credits. This includes advanced
standing from: CEGEP, French Baccalaureate, European Baccalaureate, some Bologna-compliant high school programs, International
Baccalaureate Diploma or Certificates (IB), Advanced Level (AL), Advanced Placement (AP) exams, and University credits.


https://www.mcgill.ca/oasis/students/new/university-transfer

What does an Arts degree at McGill entail?

 Credits required for a Bachelor of Arts: 120 credits

« Everyone in attendance today are U1 due to your 24-30 advanced standing
credits.

« As a U1 student you must declare your programs, compliant with the muilti-
track program requirements.

* You must complete at least 60 of these 120 credits, and at least 2/3 of your
program requirements for your BA degree, at McGill.

« Most courses are worth 3 credits

BA Degree Requirements




Declaring your programs

Declare your programs in Minerva.

Who to see depending on your program/department related questions:
o UPD: Undergraduate Departmental Program Director
o UPC: Undergraduate Departmental Program Coordinator
o Program Advisers

You can consult the website for each department to get to know various major and
minor programs and their requirements.

You can also make an appointment with the departmental adviser of the program(s)
you are interested in to learn more in-depth.

Many program websites have audit/program tracking sheets to help you get a head
start in planning your degree!

Visit the Arts OASIS site to find your program advisor.

Program Advising



https://www.mcgill.ca/oasis/advising

When to Register

Verify your Classification for registration (U0, U1, etc.), your program details and your registration time ticket
by going to your Minerva Student Menu: Student Menu>Registration Menu>Step 1: Check Your
Registration Eligibility and Verify Your Curriculum.

Registration start dates for newly admitted undergraduate students:

o Newly-admitted CEGEP students: June 10, 2026

o Newly-admitted U1 students French Baccalaureate, International Baccalaureate Diploma or at
least one year of university: June 12, 2026

o All other U1 students: June 15, 2026

Minerva opens at 9:00 a.m. on the first day of registration and runs 24/7. As hundreds of students can
access Minerva at the same time, the opening-day rush means it may be difficult to log in during the first
few minutes. Don’t worry, keep trying!

Registration opens for the full academic year (both the Fall and Winter terms) and you should register for
courses for both terms.

Registration start dates
for newly admitted
undergraduate students
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Waitlists

The waitlist (WL) functionality helps students access in-demand course sections equitably and transparently.
Waitlists for lower-level courses: Effective the afternoon of Wednesday, 17 June 2026

Some important details about waitlists:

 Not all courses have waitlists.

« The waitlist process assesses the availability of open seats and sends email notifications twice daily (at noon
and midnight).

« Waitlist limit: You can place yourself on a maximum of three waitlists, in addition to your regular limit of
registered courses.

- On the last two days of add/drop, “Invitation to register” emails are sent every two hours between 10
a.m. and 10 p.m.

Waitlisting



https://www.mcgill.ca/students/courses/add/waitlisting

Types of Advising Resources
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Program Advising

Connect with advisors in
the academic departments
for program and course-
specific guidance.

&

Arts OASIS

Reach out for
comprehensive degree
advising (excluding
program advising).

&

Service Point

Service Point offers
administrative support
(records/tuition
Inquiries/etc)



https://www.mcgill.ca/oasis/advising/departmental-advising-information

Multi-Track Requirements

Option B

Option C

B 1st-Major Concentration ~ 1st-Minor Concentration
B 2nd-Major Concentration I 2nd-Minor Concentration
" Electives
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1st-Major Concentration (36-48) 2nd-Major Concentration (36-48)

Credits

List of
Arts Programs

The Faculty of Arts offers a 90-credit multi-track system
that offers students a chance to select programs of
study that reflect their interests by completing a major
concentration complemented by at least a minor
concentration.

 Students must complete at least two different
programs (i.e. at least one Major
Concentration/Honours and one Minor
Concentration) in two different academic disciplines
offered to students in the Faculty of Arts. One of
these programs must be a Faculty of Arts
program to graduate with a B.A. degree.

* All required courses need to be passed with a C or
better.


https://www.mcgill.ca/oasis/students/new-ba-students/incoming-u1/program-selection/faculty-arts-programs
https://www.mcgill.ca/oasis/students/new-ba-students/incoming-u1/program-selection/faculty-arts-programs

Honours, Joint Honours, and Enriched Honours

/
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Credits
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I Selected Honours Program
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1st-Joint Honours (30 - 37) 2nd-Joint Honours (30 - 37)

Enriched Honours (72)

' Electives

~ 1st-Minor
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These programs demand a high degree of
specialization in one or two disciplines and require
you to maintain a high academic standing.

You must complete at least one Faculty of Arts
program as part of your Honours or Joint-
Honours requirements to graduate with a B.A.
degree.

Should I do Honours? Talk to your departmental
advisor or a faculty advisor to see if Honours is
right for you.



Faculty Programs

B.A. Faculty Program in Environment. This program is composed of 54 credits. You don't need to
complete a minor program if you're completing a faculty program in Environment.

~ ™

B Faculty Program 1st-Minor I Electives

Example A Faculty Program (54) s (3E
Example B Faculty Program (54) 1st-Minor (18-24) -
(Optional)




New as of Fall 2026: B.A. Faculty Program in
Population and Global Health
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The B.A. Faculty Program in Population and
Global Health provides undergraduate students
with flexible opportunities to explore a breadth
of interdisciplinary topics and a range of career
and educational pathways.
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Satisfactory/Unsatisfactory
Option

You may take one elective course per term to be graded
under the Satisfactory (C or above) /Unsatisfactory (D or F)

S/U means that you will not receive a grade for the class,
therefore it does not contribute to your GPA

ONLY 10% of your total degree can be S/U (9 credits for a
degree Program)

The S/U option for a class can be chosen under the Quick Add
or Drop Course Section on Minerva

S/U Deadlines
« The last day to choose S/U is the last day of Add/Drop
« The last day to remove the S/U option is the "withdrawal
without refund" deadline

S/U Option




Courses Outside Arts and
Science

« Most Bachelor of Arts students are permitted to take up
to 12 credits outside of Arts and Sciences

« However, there are designated programs in which
students are permitted to take up to 30 credits outside of

Arts and Sciences

The list of these designated programs can be found here
(select "Credit Limit for courses Outside the Faculties of Arts or
Science — For Arts Students”).

List of designated programs



https://coursecatalogue.mcgill.ca/en/undergraduate/arts/degree-requirements/course/#text

Course Overlap

« Some courses cover similar material and thus you are
not allowed to take more than one of them for
credit. These will be noted on the eCalendar.

« Some courses can be used as complementary courses
for multiple programs. If you take one of these, you
can only use it for one program - “double dipping” is
not allowed.

« Sometimes, the same course is offered by two
different departments. Such courses are called
"double-prefix" courses. Take the course offered by
YOUR department.

Course Overlap



https://www.mcgill.ca/oasis/academic/courses/course-overlap

Course Load

« 4 courses per semester (3 credits each, for a total of
12 credits) is considered a full-time course load.

« 4-5 courses is a typical load for an Arts student.
- Students with McGill scholarships must take 4-5
graded (non-S/U) courses (12-15 credits per term)

for a total of 27 credits per year.

 Students who are in satisfactory standing are
permitted to take up to 17 credits per term.

e If you are concerned about your course load, you can
contact a Faculty Advisor.

Faculty Advisor



https://www.mcgill.ca/oasis/advising/advising-services

Add/Drop Period and Withdrawal Deadlines

The course change (add/drop) period is around 2 weeks at the beginning of the Fall and Winter
terms. This is a period for you to “shop” around for courses and discover what you want to take!

August September September October October

31 15 22 9to14 27

Withdraw WITHOUT REFUND
Deadline

Withdraw WITH REFUND
Deadline

Add/Drop Deadline
Courses you withdraw from

Classes begin Reading Break Courses you withdraw from

until this this date will receive
a grade of W.

Courses you withdraw from
starting from the add/drop deadline
to this date will receive a grade of

W.

during add/drop are deleted
from your record.

*The W on your transcript doesn’t hurt your GPA!
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Intro to Course Registration

Webinars
Given by Campus Life & Engagement
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McGill's Intro to Course Registration is a series of
workshops (offered in French and in English) designed

to help you navigate course registration.

R
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These workshops were recorded and can be viewed
here.

Information
Session on
Course
Registration



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EoLstvuLcEM&feature=youtu.be

In-Person Events
Discover McGill!

Tuesday August 25, 2026: Faculty Orientation

Wednesday August 26, 2026: Arts Program Fair

Stay tuned for more information!
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Arts Virtual Department
Fair

Following this presentation, there will be a
Virtual Department Fair from 11:00 to 12:00
where you can ask questions about course
selection.

Arts Department 3%,
Virtual Fair Links ¢




Questions?

We have answers!




