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Welcome to SOUSA: 
Your B.Sc. Degree 
Advising Office!

We support you with:

 B.Sc. degree requirements & planning 

 Foundation program requirements

 Study Away

 Faculty and University regulations

 Personal difficulties that may impact your academics

 But we are not your only advisors:

 Program advisors = experts in programs (Majors, Minors, 
Honours, etc...)

 They support you with courses, program requirements, 
registration issues, research, careers and more.

 Only program advisors can help with course registration 
issues! (like full courses, course restrictions, etc…)

Who should I talk to? www.mcgill.ca/sousa/advising 

http://www.mcgill.ca/sousa/advising


Academic advising is 
a partnership...

Advisors provide information and help you navigate 
requirements, policies, and options.

Students are responsible for staying informed, 
meeting deadlines, and making decisions about their 
degree. 

McGill offers a great deal of flexibility in program and 
course choices, but that flexibility comes with rules 
that students are expected to learn and navigate. 

Reviewing resources and coming prepared with 
questions will help you get the most out of advising.



Degree and Program 
Requirements

June 2026



Advanced standing & your degree

You have been admitted to a 4-year (120 credit) degree, but, because you graduated 
with a DEC, you will receive 30 credits (1 year) of advanced standing.

This means that your degree will take you 3 years (90 credits).

You may also receive exemptions for specific McGill courses due to your CEGEP 
studies – see the URL below.

It can take time for these exemptions to be processed and appear on your transcript. 
If they are not on your transcript by October, speak with your Degree advisor.

www.mcgill.ca/transfercredit/prospective/cegep Go to website

http://www.mcgill.ca/transfercredit/prospective/cegep


• This website lists all known CEGEP 
courses that have been assessed as the 
equivalent of a specific McGill course.

• If you have taken a course listed here, 
you may still choose to take the McGill 
equivalent, but you will not receive credit 
and it will not be calculated in your 
CGPA. 

• Some CEGEP courses provide McGill 
exemptions no matter what CEGEP you 
were attending when you took them (“All 
CEGEPs” section of the table), while 
other courses provide exemptions only if 
taken at certain CEGEPs (“CEGEP-
specific section of the table).

• You should use this table to plan your Fall 
and Winter registration as you will likely 
need to make decisions before your 
credit and exemptions will appear on 
your Minerva Unofficial Transcript.



This is your Unofficial McGill Transcript (on 
Minerva) and this is where you can view 
any credits and exemptions that have been 
granted.

Credits

Exemptions



www.mcgill.ca/science/undergraduate/programs
 

Our next step is to guide you through the basics of your degree 
requirements and how programs (like majors and minors) fit into 
your degree.

The website below will help you understand:
• How your B.Sc. degree is structured (in other words, how 

programs fit together to create your degree);
• Which programs are available based on the Program Group 

you've been admitted to; and
• Which courses you'll need to take for each program you choose.

Go to website

http://www.mcgill.ca/science/undergraduate/programs


We’re now on the Faculty of Science 
Undergraduate Programs page:

This page walks you through the 
steps to understanding what 
courses you need to take to 
graduate.

Step 1: A reminder to make sure 
you know which Program Group you 
were admitted to. This matters 
because it determines which 
programs you can choose as part of 
your degree (you’ll be limited to the 
ones within your Program Group). 



Step 2: 

If you’re coming in with a Pre-
University DEC, you’ve been granted 
one year (30 credits) of advanced 
standing and you are most likely 
exempt from the Foundation 
Program requirements.

Consult our Advanced Standing 
page for CEGEP students to ensure 
you’ve met all your Foundation 
Program requirements. If you have 
not, you’ll need to take any missing 
courses as part of your degree.

Advanced Standing: 
www.mcgill.ca/transfercredit/prosp
ective/cegep

https://www.mcgill.ca/transfercredit/prospective/cegep
https://www.mcgill.ca/transfercredit/prospective/cegep


Step 3: 

You may already know (or have a 
good idea) which program you want 
to study, whether it's Biology, 
Chemistry, Environment... But there 
are different ways to pursue these 
programs depending on the 
Program Stream you choose. 

Step 3 explains your options and 
how to combine different programs 
to build your BSc. 

For example, in the Major Stream, 
you’ll choose one primary discipline 
(your Major), which will make up 
about two-thirds of your degree. The 
rest of your credits can go toward a 
Minor or be used for electives. 



Step 4: 

Here you’ll find a table that lays out all 
the undergraduate programs available 
in Science.

• The programs are divided by 
Program Group, making it easy for 
you to see which programs you 
have access to depending on the 
program group you were admitted 
to. 

• At a glance, you can immediately 
see how each program is offered 
(is it available as a Major, Minor, in 
the Liberal Stream, as an Honours, 
etc…?)

• By clicking on the hyperlinks on the 
left, you’ll immediately be brough 
to the Official McGill Course 
Catalogue where you can view the 
course requirements for each 
program. 

• In this example, we’ll click on 
Chemistry.



Course Catalogue

https://coursecatalogue.mcgill.ca/en/

We’ve now moved over from the Faculty 
of Science website to the Course 
Catalogue. This website is the official 
McGill repository of courses and program 
requirements.

Since we selected the Chemistry 
hyperlink, we’re now on the Chemistry 
pages of the Course Catalogue.

To see the courses required for each 
Chemistry Program, click on the one you 
are interested in.

In this example, we’ll click on the 
Chemistry Major.

https://coursecatalogue.mcgill.ca/en/regulations/undergraduate/student-records/transfer-credits/


Now you can see a full list of all the requirements 
and courses you would need to complete in order to 
graduate with a Chemistry Major Program.

• You should focus on lower level courses (no 300-
400-level courses in your first year!). 

• Start with Required Courses, then look at 
Complimentary Courses.

• Take notes along the way of the courses that 
interest you. Identify your preferred courses and 
make note of backup options.

• If you’re planning on declaring another program 
(like a Minor or a Joint Major), then you would 
also repeat these steps for that program.

Your goal in going through these steps is to come 
away with a list of multiple course options (towards 
whichever programs your intend to pursue) so you 
can then use the Class Schedule or the Visual 
Schedule Builder to see which ones are being offered 
and when…. so you can build your Fall and Winter 
registration plan.

Important: for each course, you can click here to view any 
prerequisites, corequisites or restrictions.

Click these arrows to 
expand for a more 
detailed description 
of each course.



Min

www.mcgill.ca/students/courses/add/register

Plan your registration:

Once you’ve got a list of course 
options, head over to Minerva 
Class Search to see which 
courses are being offered in Fall 
and Winter and when.

This website walks you through 
the course search and 
registration process.

There is also a link to VSB, which 
can be helpful tool to visualize 
schedule options, BUT keep in 
mind that VSB does not register 
you in courses (registration is on 
Minerva!)

https://www.mcgill.ca/students/courses/add/register
https://www.mcgill.ca/students/courses/add/register
https://www.mcgill.ca/students/courses/add/register


Registration 
advice

June 2026



What is a normal 
course load?
1 course = 3-4 credits (with some exceptions)

Full time = minimum 12 credits per term

Full course load = 14-16 credits per term

Professional programs (medicine, law, 
dentistry) normally prefer a 30-credit course 
load for the year (Fall + Winter terms)

Important for scholarship eligibility: some 
scholarships require minimum 27 graded 
credits in Fall + Winter



 Register for Fall and Winter terms now.

 Don’t forget to register for labs!

 Prioritize required courses, then fit in complementary and electives.

 If a required course is full, keep trying for a couple of week. If you still 
can’t get in, contact the Department that offers the course (this is 
usually a Program advisor, not Degree advisors).

 If an elective or complementary course is full, try another course.

 Be careful with spanned courses (D1/D2) – mostly in Arts.
• These are year-long courses and you must register in the same 

section (001, 002, etc.) for Fall and Winter.
• Think carefully about committing to a full year - if you don’t 

complete the full year, you will not receive any credit (even if you 
completed the D1 portion).

 Minerva will not prevent you from registering for courses you should 
not be taking. When in doubt, ask an advisor!



• When choosing courses (this year and every year!) make sure they fit with your overall degree 
requirements. 

• Degree requirements = the “rules” of your degree – they determine which courses you can and 
can’t receive credit for.

www.mcgill.ca/sousa/currentstudents/degreerequirements/bsc
B.Sc. Degree Planning Guide:

Degree 
Requirements

http://www.mcgill.ca/sousa/currentstudents/degreerequirements/bsc


Some key “rules” you 
should know…

 Required and complementary courses must be 
completed with a C or better.

 Limit on courses outside the Faculties of Arts and 
Science:

• Maximum of 18 credits
• Not all courses are accepted for credit
• View restricted courses at 

www.mcgill.ca/sousa/current/courserequireme
nts/list



Grading option (S/U)
Satisfactory/Unsatisfactory 

Passing grades (C to A) 
become S on transcript 
(credit earned).

Failing grades (D and F) 
become U on transcript 
(no credit).

Neither S nor U affects 
CGPA.

You cannot add the S/U 
option after the course 
change period, and you 
cannot remove it after the 
withdrawal without 
refund deadline, so 
choose carefully.

You cannot use a course 
graded under the S/U 
option for a program 
requirement; it can ONLY 
be used for elective 
courses.

Maximum 10% of your 
credits completed at 
McGill can be taken as 
S/U.



This is your Minerva transcript. 

It lists your exemptions, courses, 
grades, programs, credits and 
academic standing. 

Your assigned Degree Advisor’s 
name will appear below yours. 

The transcript updates every time 
you make a change on Minerva 
(add/drop courses or programs), 
so verify your transcript after you 
change something.

Verify your 
student record!



How to contact your Degree Advisor

Email 
advisor.science@mcgill.ca

Online and in person 
appointments

Degree Advisors vs. 
Program Advisors

www.mcgill.ca/sousa/advising

http://www.mcgill.ca/sousa/advising


What’s next?

 Breakout rooms now with Degree Advisors.

 Virtual Department fair today from 11am to 
12:30.
 Science Program Advisors will answer your questions.

 Each Department’s Zoom links can be found at the QR 
code to the right.

www.mcgill.ca/science/undergraduate/accepted/virtualpreregistrationsession
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