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Sustainability’s growing popularity amongst the literature, institutions and individuals
since the coining of the term in the context of the Brundtland conference (WCED, 1987),
contrasts with its blurry connotations triggering endless semantic debates. In spite of its
characterization as “ill-defined and diffuse area of study” (Leal Filho, 2000; Robinson,
2004; Whitley, 1984), the literature has reached a consensus on sustainability’s “Triple
Bottom Line” (Elkington, 1994) as inscribed into environmental, economic and social
dynamics. Scholars have adopted different perspectives on the direction of the
relationship between environmental and economic spheres, which explains the stance of
this research toward inquiring the strength of this association at the Montreal scale.
Twelve indicators of sustainability were confronted to correlation, regression and factor
analyses, evidencing a linear negative relationship between sustainable practices and
economic status on the island of Montreal, contrasting with the global findings and

closing a literature gap at the local level.

The Three Spheres of Sustainability

. . T . -
So:na_I—EnV|r<)ljrrs1'9ntal W Eotarrrnd Environmental-Economic
nvironmental Justice :
Natural Resources Stewardship // IR L Energy Efﬁuef\cy
Locally & Globalh / Environmental Managemet Subsidies / Incentives for
ly v Pollution Prevention use of Natural Resources

(air. water, land, waste)

Sustainability

Economic-Social
Business Ethics
Adopted from the 2002 Fair Trade
University of Michigan N
Sustainability Assessment Worker's Rights

Image credit: Rodriguez, S., Roman, M., Sturhahn, S., Terry, E. (2002). Sustainability Assessment
Reporting for the University of Michigan’s Ann Arbor Campus. Center for Sustainable Systems.



