
Department of Geography 

GEOG 490: Independent Readings in Geography 

3 credits 

 

Course Outline  

 

Calendar Description Independent readings or project (non-research) under the guidance of a 

staff member specializing in the field of interest. 

 

Guidelines 

 

This course permits students to pursue an independent project (non-research) under the guidance 

of a faculty member in the Department of Geography. Projects for GEOG 490 should not 

involve original research or analysis but typically consist of reviews of published scholarly or 

scientific literature. As a 3-credit course, students should expect to devote 135 hours total to the 

class. Normally a student will submit drafts or interim reports during the semester, but the final 

product is expected to be a paper 7500-10,000 words in length (or equivalent). 

 

Note that GEOG 490 is not eligible as a research course for the Dean’s Multidisciplinary 

Undergraduate Research List.  

 

Students should be cognizant that faculty members have limited time, and that supervision of an 

independent project requires time and effort beyond their normal teaching duties. Consequently, 

only tenure-stream faculty and faculty lecturers should serve as supervisors. (If you are not sure 

about this, ask the Undergraduate Advisor or the UAC Chair.) 

 

When students approach a potential supervisor, they should already have compiled a list of 

potential readings, organized by theme or topic, and should have justification for the collection. 

Students should review the list of courses to ensure that there is no equivalent class available. 

 

Responsibilities of the student 

 

Students are expected to work independently but with clear guidance from a supervisor who has 

agreed to do so before the term begins. Students must: 

 

1. Identify a Geography faculty member willing to supervise the reading.  

 

2. Complete and obtain the appropriate signatures on the GEOG 490 Agreement Form and 

return it to the Department of Geography.  

 

3. Meet regularly with the supervisor according to the agreed schedule. 

 

4. Submit work to the supervisor by the agreed deadlines.  

 

  



Responsibilities of the Supervisor  

 

Supervisors have general responsibility for guiding the student’s reading and adjusting the 

reading list as appropriate. Supervisors are responsible for: 

 

1. Reviewing the nature and scope of the readings to ensure that the material meets 

departmental standards. 

 

2. Meeting with the student regularly and providing written feedback in a timely manner. 

 

3. Final evaluation of the completed project and submission of the grade. 


