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GEOG 325: New Master-Planned Cities (Power, Ideology, and Identity) 
Dr. Sarah Moser  

Email: sarah.moser@mcgill.ca 

Phone: 514-266-9908 

Drop-in hours: Tuesdays 4:00-5:00pm (or by appointment) 

 

Teaching Assistant:   

Fave (Favour) Dava: favour.daka@mail.mcgill.ca  

Drop-in hours: Mondays, 1:00pm-2:00pm (or by appointment) 

 

Undergraduate support: 

Cat Carkner: cat.carkner@mail.mcgill.ca 

 

Winter 2023 class meeting times: Mondays and Wednesdays, 11:35pm– 12:55pm 

Location: beautiful Burnside Hall, room 306 

 

Course Description: This course examines the origins, designs, and cultural politics of planned cities, 

focusing primarily on those currently under construction in Africa, the Middle East, Asia, and Latin 

America. A variety of themes will be explored including design responses to urban pollution, traffic 

congestion, and over-crowding, and the rationale for branding cities as ‘green’ cities, ‘smart’, and 

‘creative’. The course examines the various motivations underlying the design and construction of 

planned cities and how they are shaped by power, religion, political ideologies, economic interests, and 

geopolitical strategy. There will be a focus on evolving concepts used in city design as well as the 

continuities and cultural revivalism expressed through urban design and architecture. Students interested 

in urban and cultural geography, politics, cities, architecture, and planning in different cultural contexts 

will enjoy this course. 

 

 
Model of Forest City, Malaysia 
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Learning objectives for this course: 
At the end of this course students will be able to: 

• Identify a variety of contemporary planned cities and their main stakeholders and outline the 

diverse rationales for the creation of brand-new cities internationally. 

• Explain the assemblage of factors that influence the design of new cities and their strategic 

vision including: religious and political ideology, power, economic strategies, nation-building, 

branding, real estate speculation, and geopolitical aspirations. 

• Compare different research methods employed to study the new city phenomenon and evaluate 

their possibilities and limitations. 

• Analyze the global new city-building phenomenon and individual projects using 

interdisciplinary approaches and theories in urban studies and urban geography research. 

• Critically assess the achievements and shortcomings of new master-planned city projects and 

give examples of their social, cultural, economic, political, and environmental effects. 

• Propose avenues for future research on new cities. 

• Produce critical written work on new cities for a variety of audiences and for different purposes. 

• Provide constructive feedback to their peers on the content and structure of their work on new 

city-related topics. 

Evaluation: 
10% participation – (Submission: The first half of should be uploaded to MyCourses before class 

Wed. Feb. 22 and the second half should be uploaded to MyCourses before the final class, Wed. April 

12.) In order to keep current on new cities, students are expected to participate online through 

Facebook and/or Twitter.  

• The class Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/210545632614387/?fref=nf  

• The class Twitter handle: #newcitiesmcgill 

20 posts (on Facebook) or 60 on Twitter minimum are required to gain the full 10%. Write as many 

posts as you want and submit your best 20 FB posts / 60 tweets. A minimum of 6 of your FB posts must 

provide a link to an online article relating to a new city project, and the rest can be responses to 

classmates’ posts and comments. If you are using Twitter, a minimum of 10 posts must provide a link to 

an online article relating to a new city project, and the rest can be elaborations on your posts in Twitter 

threads or responses to any post (not just classmates’) about new cities. To receive full marks, comments 

must be substantive and at least one paragraph, not just softball statements about how you enjoyed the 

article! Your posts MUST be about new city projects, not just about urban topics in general. You will 

only receive points for comments about new city projects (no gentrification in the Mile End, no 

transportation issues in Toronto, etc.). You can use your own Facebook and Twitter accounts or use 

anonymous accounts. Please write your online name on your submission so your comments can be 

counted. 

 

Keep track of all of your posts, including the time and date and upload it to MyCourses on or before the 

two submission dates above. This will ensure that your comments are not overlooked when it comes 

time for calculating evaluations. I posted a template on MyCourses to help you organize your posts.  

15% Op Ed – (due Week 6, upload before class on Wed. Feb. 8) – Students will write an Op Ed-style 

article that would be appropriate in a newspaper. This assignment focuses on a variety of recently 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/210545632614387/?fref=nf
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announced new city projects. Students can choose between the following new city projects: The Line, 

Saudi Arabia; Próspera, Honduras; Telosa, USA; five new master-planned cities on reclaimed land, 

Bahrain; Woven City, Japan; Nusantara, Indonesia. A more detailed hand-out about this assignment will 

be posted on MyCourses.  

25% paper – (optional draft paper submission due Week 9 on Friday, March 10 only if you want 

feedback on your paper; final paper must be uploaded to MyCourses before class: Week 11, Wed. 

March 22) – Students will write a paper (8-10 half-spaced pages) exploring a theme relating to a new 

city phenomenon that we have covered in the course. A more detailed hand-out about this assignment 

will be distributed.  

5% peer review – (due Week 12, Thurs. March 31 – upload before class) – Your term papers will be 

distributed to 3 other students in the class plus the T.A. for peer review so submit 4 hard copies in class. 

10% of the grade will come from the averaged results of the peer review, and 5% of the grade will come 

from an assessment of how you evaluated your peers (quality and constructiveness of suggestions, etc.). 

I, along with the T.A., will be overseeing the peer review and grading process. This is a double-blind 

peer review, meaning that the writer and the peer reviewers are anonymous. A review rubric will be 

uploaded to MyCourses. 

15% creative communication group project (due Week 13 and 14, final two classes of the semester: 

Wed. April 5 and Wed. April 12 – upload to MyCourses the day before your presentation date) – The 

class will be divided into groups of 3-4. Each group will select one concept / phenomenon from a list 

(see detailed hand-out about this assignment) and find a way to explain the concept / phenomenon and 

how it relates to new cities. This assignment is meant to provide an opportunity to communicate 

information and complicated concepts to the lay person in a creative and accessible way. The format is 

very open and could take the form of a 5-minute podcast, a 5-minute video, or a comic (along the lines 

of Susie Cagle’s work but professional drawing skills are not necessary!). Groups should make an 

appointment with me first to discuss their idea and the format they wish to use. A more detailed hand-

out about this assignment will be distributed. Each group will have 5-6 minutes to present their work to 

the class in the final two classes of the semester. 

 

30% exam – Students will write a final exam during the exam period in our regular classroom (I will 

provide donuts!     ). You will have 3 hours to complete the exam and the date will be announced by 

central admin later in the semester. The formal Final Exam Period is April 14-28, 2023. 

 

 

*late assignments will be penalized 10% per day  

*all written assignments must be submitted as Word docs (not PDFs) 

using 12-point Times New Roman font, standard 2.5 cm margins, 1.5-

spaced, with page numbers 

*assignments must be uploaded to MyCourses BEFORE the start of 

class, otherwise they will be considered late 

* Work submitted for evaluation as part of this course will be checked 

with text matching software and AI detection software. 

*If your submitted file is ‘corrupted’ and we cannot open it, there will be 

a 5% penalty, then it will be counted as late (10% off per day) until the 

file can be opened. 
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Class schedule and readings (*readings in bold are required, the others are supplementary) 

Readings are available on MyCourses 

 

WEEK 1 

1. Wed Jan 4 

Introduction to the course 

The future perfect: New cities, the stories they tell, and the questions we ask  

*CBC video on new cities (watch it before the next class) 

WEEK 2 

2. Mon Jan 9 

 

Experimental cities 

I – Urban utopias of 

the past 

 

New Harmony, the Garden City, Broadacre City, Minnesota Experimental City… 

Spilhaus, Athelstan. (1968) ‘The experimental city’. Science 159 (3816): 710-

715. 

Discussion: 1) What are some ways in which academic papers have changed 

since the 1960s? 2) What are some underlying assumptions embedded in 

Spilhaus’s experimental city? 3) What is problematic about his experimental city? 

What are some useful innovations he suggests? What aspects of the experimental 

city have come to fruition? 

3. Wed Jan 11 

 

Experimental cities 

II – contemporary 

projects 

 

Union Point, Belmont 

City, Willow Village, 

NEOM, Masdar, 

Songdo, Quayside… 

Rebentisch, Hannah; Thompson, Caroline; Côté-Roy, Laurence; Moser, 

Sarah. (2020) ‘Unicorn planning: Lessons from the rise and fall of an 

American ‘smart’ mega-development’. Cities: The International Journal of 

Urban Policy and Planning 101: 1-6. 

Brustein, Joshua. (09/01/2021) The Diapers.com guy wants to build a utopian 

megalopolis Bloomberg Businessweek. 

Bliss, Laura. (12/21/2018) ‘Meet the Jane Jacobs of the smarts cities age’, 

Citylab https://www.citylab.com/life/2018/12/bianca-wylie-interview-toronto-

quayside-protest-criticism/574477/  

Marble, Scott. (2018) ‘Everything that can be measured will be measured’. 

Technology | Architecture + Design 2(2): 127-129. 

Shearmur, Richard. (2016) ‘Debating urban technology: Technophiles, luddites 

and citizens’. Urban Geography 37 (6): 807-809. 

Discussion: 1) What are some of the differences and similarities between 

Athelstan Spilhaus’s experimental city and more recent experimental projects? 2) 

What similar conditions are producing the next generation of urban ‘visionaries’ 

and ‘thought leaders’? 3) Should specific legislation be introduced to regulate 

these experiments or should builders have total control over these massive urban 

experiments? 

WEEK 3 

4. Mon Jan 16 

 

Seasteading and 

charter cities 

 

Simpson, Isabelle. (2016) Operation Atlantis: A case-study in libertarian 

island micronationality. Shima: The International Journal of Research into 

Island Cultures 10 (2): 1–18. 

Charter cities in Honduras? Open Democracy: 

https://www.opendemocracy.net/opensecurity/arthur-phillips/charter-cities-

in-honduras  

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2021-09-01/how-diapers-com-founder-marc-lore-plans-to-build-utopian-city-telosa
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2021-09-01/how-diapers-com-founder-marc-lore-plans-to-build-utopian-city-telosa
https://www.citylab.com/life/2018/12/bianca-wylie-interview-toronto-quayside-protest-criticism/574477/
https://www.citylab.com/life/2018/12/bianca-wylie-interview-toronto-quayside-protest-criticism/574477/
https://www.opendemocracy.net/opensecurity/arthur-phillips/charter-cities-in-honduras
https://www.opendemocracy.net/opensecurity/arthur-phillips/charter-cities-in-honduras


GEO 325 New Master-Planned Cities | Sarah Moser | Dept of Geography 

 

 

5 

© Sarah Moser 

Operation Atlantis, 

Seasteading, start-up 

communities, 

micronations, charter 

cities… 

 

 

 

 

Moser, Sarah. (2018) ‘The future is already here’. Cato Institute 

https://www.cato-unbound.org/2018/07/13/sarah-moser/future-already-here  

Steinberg, P. E., Nyman, E., & Caraccioli, M. J. (2012). Atlas swam: freedom, 

capital, and floating sovereignties in the seasteading vision. Antipode, 44(4), 

1532-1550. 

Lynch, Casey R. (2017) ‘“Vote with your feet”: Neoliberalism, the democratic 

nation-state, and utopian enclave libertarianism’. Political Geography 59: 82-91. 

Discussion: 1) Who are these cities designed for? 2) What is the reason for these 

new partnerships? Who benefits?  3) How are foreign entities gaining control 

over new cities in other countries? What problems do you anticipate? What are 

some of the benefits? 

5. Wed Jan 18 

 

Creating capital 

cities and 

totalitarian 

architecture and 

urbanism 

Washington D.C., 

Canberra, Ottawa, 

Germania, Astana 

Vale, Lawrence. (2008) Architecture, Power, and National Identity. New 

York: Routledge. 

1) ‘Early designed capitals: For union, for imperialism, for 

independence’ (Chapter 3) 56-104. 

2) ‘Designing power and identity’ (Chapter 10)  

Koch, Natalie. (2010) ‘The monumental and the miniature: Imagining 

“modernity” in Astana’. Social & Cultural Geography 11 (8): 769-787. 

Discussion: 1) How are cities used to construct a national identity? Examples of 

strategies. 2) What can we learn about political regimes by analyzing the cities 

they build? 3) New capitals draw attention to and away from what? Examples? 

WEEK 4 

6. Mon Jan 23 

High modernist 

new cities 

 

Chandigarh, Brasilia, 

Islamabad 

 

Scott, James C. ‘The high-modernist city: An experiment and a critique’ 

(Chapter 4) in Seeing Like a State: How Certain Schemes to Improve the 

Human Condition Have Failed. 103-146 

Vale, Lawrence J. (2008) ‘Designed capitals after World War Two: 

Chandigarh and Brasilia’ (Chapter 4) 121-145.  

Le Corbusier, The City of To-morrow and Its Planning (Reprint, Dove, 1987) 

Hall, Peter. (2014) ‘The city of towers’ (Chapter 7) in Cities of Tomorrow: An 

Intellectual History of Urban Planning and Design Since 1880. 4th Edition. 

Maldem, MA; Oxford, UK: Wiley-Blackwell.  

Discussion: 1) What are some of Scott’s critiques of Brasilia? 2) How could his 

approach be used to analyze current new cities? 3) What similarities do you see in 

the ambitions of high modernist new cities and some contemporary new cities? 4) 

What similarities do you see in the ambitions of high modernist new cities and 

some contemporary new cities? 

7. Wed Jan 25 

Religion and the 

city I – Religion 

Moser, Sarah. (2013) ‘New cities in the Muslim world: The cultural politics 

of planning an ‘Islamic’ city’. In Religion and Place: Landscape, Politics and 

Piety. (Edited by Peter Hopkins, Lily Kong and Elizabeth Olson).  

https://www.cato-unbound.org/2018/07/13/sarah-moser/future-already-here
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and architecture in 

planning 

Sacred cities, cosmic 

cities, cities based on 

religious texts 

Moser, Sarah. (2018) 'Ethno- and Religio-Nationalism in Putrajaya, Taman 

Tamadun Islam, and Kota Iskandar: Malay(sian) national identity in 

contemporary urban mega-projects’, In Hagen, Joshua and Diener, Alexander 

(Eds.) The City as Power: Urban Space, Place, and National Identity. Lanham, 

MD: Rowman & Littlefield. 235-252. 

Park. C. C. (2003) ‘Chapter 7: Landscapes of worship’. In Sacred Worlds: An 

Introduction to Geography and Religion. London / New York: Routledge. 197-

244. 

Discussion: 1) Why is Islam being adopted in contemporary architecture? 2) 

What common forces link the cities examined in this paper? 3) In what ways is 

religious ideology integrated into the physical design of the city, its architecture, 

and its symbolic spaces? Examples. 4) Exercise: let’s lay out a paper on religion 

and new cities past and present. 

WEEK 5 

8. Mon Jan 30 

Religion and the 

city II – New cities 

and Islam 

Putrajaya, Zenata Eco-

City, Rawabi, 

Dompak… 

 

Moser, Sarah. (in press) ‘Putrajaya: A pioneering ‘Islamic’ capital for 

multicultural Malaysia’. In New Master-Planned Cities, Islam, and Identity. 

New York: Routledge.  

Moser, Sarah. (2012) ‘Circulating visions of “High Islam”: The adoption of 

fantasy Middle Eastern architecture in constructing Malaysian national identity’, 

Urban Studies 49 (13): 2913-2935. 

Discussion: 1) How and to what end does Putrajaya engage with Islam? How is 

this similar to or different from examples discussed last class? 2) How and why 

does the ruling elite use religion in city planning? 3) Can you think of any other 

examples from other planned cities that integrate religion into the design or 

layout of the city? 

9. Wed Feb 1 

Colonial legacies in 

contemporary new 

cities 

India, Malaysia, 

Nigeria, Senegal 

 

*guest lecture by Favour Daka, MA student at McGill (Geography) 

Moser, Sarah. (2015) ‘New cities: Old wine in new bottles?’ Dialogues in 

Human Geography 5 (1): 31-35. 

Moser, Sarah. (2019) ‘Rejecting and reproducing colonial urbanism in 

contemporary Malaysian city design’. In Hahn, H. Hazel (Ed.). Cross-

cultural Exchange and the Colonial Imaginary: Global Encounters Via 

Southeast Asia. (Singapore: National University of Singapore Press)  

Discussion: 1) What do contemporary new cities have in common with colonial 

cities? 2) How do we go about figuring out the colonial legacy on contemporary 

new cities? Discuss various methodologies and approaches. 3) How do we 

determine what is a colonial legacy and what is a new innovation? 

WEEK 6 

10. Mon Feb 6 

Identity and 

postcolonial cities 

 

Vale, Lawrence J. (2008) ‘Designed Capitals since 1960’ (Chapter 5) 146-

193. 

Seekins, Donald M. (2009) ‘“Runaway chickens” and Myanmar identity’. 

City 13 (1): 63-70. 

https://rowman.com/ISBN/9781538118252/The-City-as-Power-Urban-Space-Place-and-National-Identity
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Naypyidaw, Dompak, 

Amaravati, Astana… 

 

 

Moser, Sarah and Wilbur, Alyssa Shamsa. (2017) ‘Constructing cultural heritage 

through state architecture in Indonesia’s Riau Islands’. ABE Journal: Architecture 

Beyond Europe. 11. https://journals.openedition.org/abe/3643  

Discussion: 1) How and why do creators of cities often reference earlier 

architecture in new capitals? 2)  What ideas or values are being conveyed through 

the design of the cities to different users of the cities? (e.g. about identity, 

morality, etc) 3) What consequences does the selective representation of cultural 

heritage have on local populations? 

**upload Op Eds to MyCourses before class!** (Wed. Feb. 8) 

11. Wed Feb 8 

Transnational 

circulations of 

urban policy I – 

The mobility of 

seductive 

projections and 

urban imaginings 

Bunnell, Tim and Das, Diganta. (2010) Urban pulse—a geography of serial 

seduction: urban policy transfer from Kuala Lumpur to Hyderabad. Urban 

Geography. 31(3): 277-284. 

Côté-Roy, Laurence and Moser, Sarah. (2022) Fast urban model-making: 

Constructing Moroccan urban expertise through Zenata Eco-City. Urban 

Geography. 1-21. 

Pow, C. P. (2014). License to travel: Policy assemblage and the ‘Singapore 

model’. City 18(3): 287-306. 

Discussion: 1) How is Cityquest challenging conventional wisdom about urban 

change and traditional configurations of power? 2) What are some of the specific 

mechanics of urban policy mobility that the ‘Two days to shape the future’ paper 

illuminates? 3) What is the ‘serial seduction’ that Bunnell and Das refer to? 4) 

Who are the main actors or agents of policy circulation identified in the two 

texts? 

WEEK 7 

12. Mon Feb 13 

Transnational 

circulations of 

urban policy II – 

Urban model 

adaptations in 

Palestine 

*Guest lecture: Dr. Marco Chitti, postdoctoral fellow, McGill University (Geog) 

Chitti, M., & Moser, S. (2019). Emerging trends in urbanizing Palestine: 

neglected city-builders beyond the occupation. Urban Geography, 40(7), 

1010-1017. 

1) Who are some of the ‘neglected city builders’ in Palestine? 2) How is city 

building in Palestine linked to the occupation but also unfolding in parallel to the 

occupation? 3) What are some directions for future research on the building boom 

in the West Bank? 

13. Wed Feb 15 

New cities as 

national economic 

strategy  

King Abdullah 

Economic City, 

Yachay City of 

Knowledge, Kuwait’s 

new cities… 

Moser, Sarah; Swain, Marian; and Alkhabbaz, Mohammed. (2015) ‘King 

Abdullah Economic City: Engineering Saudi Arabia’s post-oil future’. Cities 

45: 71-80. 
Datta, Ayona. (2015) ‘New urban utopias of postcolonial India: “Entrepreneurial 

urbanization” in Dholera smart city, Gujarat’. Dialogues in Human Geography 5 

(1): 3-22. 

Childs, John and Hearn, Julie. (2017) ‘New’ nations: resource-based development 

imaginaries in Ghana and Ecuador. Third World Quarterly 38 (4): 844-861. 

https://journals.openedition.org/abe/3643
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Discussion: 1) How is KAEC a national economic strategy for Saudi Arabia? 2) 

Who benefits most from these projects? What are the potential consequences of a 

‘speculative’ mode of urban development? 3) How do we evaluate the extent to 

which state-driven new cities are succeeding or failing? 4) Come up with 3 

research questions about KAEC that future academic articles could address. How 

would you go about gathering data for each idea? 

WEEK 8 

14. Mon Feb 20 

New cities in Africa 

I 

 

Hope City, Eko 

Atlantic, Apolonia 

City, Waterfall City, 

Diamniadio… 

Watson, Vanessa. (2014) ‘African urban fantasies: Dreams or nightmares?’ 

Environment and Urbanization 26 (1): 215-231. 

Côté-Roy, Laurence and Moser, Sarah. (2019) ‘“Does Africa not deserve 

shiny new cities?” The power of seductive rhetoric around new cities in 

Africa’. Urban Studies 56 (12): 2391-2407. 

Lumumba, Jane. (2013) ‘Why Africa should be wary of its “new cities”’. 

Rockefeller Foundation’s informal city dialogue. Available at: 

https://nextcity.org/informalcity/entry/why-africa-should-be-wary-of-its-

new-cities  

van Noorloos, Femke, and Marjan Kloosterboer. (2018) ‘Africa’s new cities: The 

contested future of urbanisation’. Urban Studies 55 (6): 1223-1241. 

Discussion: 1) What assumptions are driving the development of new cities in 

Africa? What does Watson argue is problematic about new cities in Africa? 2) 

Why does Lumumba believe Africans should be wary of their new cities?  

***first half of participation due before the beginning of class! Wed. Feb. 22*** 

15. Wed Feb 22 

 

New cities in Africa 

II 

 

*guest lecture by Favour Daka, MA student at McGill (Geography) 

Moser, Sarah; Banduoko, Elmond; Côté-Roy, Laurence; Daka, Favour; 

and Abagna Azunre, Gideon. Learning from African urbanisms: Lessons 

for new cities and urban mega-developments in sub-Saharan Africa, from 

Zimbabwe to Senegal. (in review at Urban Affairs Review)  

Moser, Sarah, Côté-Roy, Laurence, and Korah, Prosper Issahaku. (2021) 

‘The uncharted foreign actors, investments, and urban models in African 

new city building’. Urban Geography. 56 (12): 2391–2397. 

Keeton, Rachel and Provoost, Michelle. (2019) ‘A manual’ (Part 2). In Keeton, 

Rachel and Provoost, Michelle (Eds.) To Build a City in Africa: A History and a 

Manual. Nai010 Publishers. 142-196. 

Korah, Prosper Issahaku. (2020) ‘Exploring the emergence and governance of 

new cities in Accra, Ghana’. Cities 99. 

Abubakar, Ismaila Rimi and Doan, Petra Leisenring. (2017) ‘Building new 

capital cities in Africa: Lessons for new satellite towns in developing countries’. 

African Studies 76 (4): 546-564. 

Discussion: 1) What are some ways in which new cities in Africa (and urban 

planning in Africa in general) can be decolonized? 2) Who are some of the 

foreign actors involved in building new cities in Africa? What is potentially 

https://nextcity.org/informalcity/entry/why-africa-should-be-wary-of-its-new-cities
https://nextcity.org/informalcity/entry/why-africa-should-be-wary-of-its-new-cities
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troubling about the involvement of private and state actors in African city 

building?   

 ***Reading week Feb 27-March 3 – no classes!*** 

WEEK 9 

16. Mon March 6 

Geopolitics and 

new cities 

Rawabi, Forest City, 

Zionist suburbs, 

Kuwait, Morocco 

*Guest lecture be Becky Stuart, MA student, McGill University 

Moser, Sarah. (2018) ‘Forest City, Malaysia, and Chinese expansionism’. 

Urban Geography 39 (6): 935-943. 

Discussion: 1) How is Forest City a departure from other new city projects? 2) 

What is meant by what Saskia Sassen terms the ‘disassembling of nations’? 3) 

What about Forest City seems reminiscent of European colonies in Asia? How 

does it differ from European colonialism? 4) How are other countries using the 

creation of new cities as a geopolitical strategy? Compare and contrast. 

17. Wed March 8 

China’s new cities, 

ghost cities 

 

Sorace, Christian and Hurst, William. (2016) ‘China’s phantom 

urbanisation and the pathology of ghost cities’. Journal of Contemporary 

Asia 46 (2): 304-322. 

Discussion: 1) How do China’s new cities and its recent urbanization differ from 

other contexts? 2) What do Sorace and Hurst mean by ‘phantom urbanisation’? 4) 

How are Shepard and Sorace & Hurst’s arguments similar / different? 

WEEK 10 

18. Mon March 13 

New cities from 

below I – Resident 

perceptions and 

experiences 

 

*Guest lecture by Dr. Laurence Côté-Roy, Research Fellow at the National 

University of Singapore 

Côté-Roy, Laurence. ‘Living in a “promising machine”: Resident 

perceptions and experiences in/of Morocco’s new cities’. (submitted) 

Buire, Chloé. (2014). ‘The dream and the ordinary: An ethnographic 

investigation of suburbanisation in Luanda’. African Studies 73 (2): 290-312. 

Discussion: 1) What does Côté-Roy mean by ‘the promising machine’? 2) What 

are the unexpected ways in which residents are using the new master-planned 

spaces? 3) How do residents of perceive future urban mega-developments and 

why? How does Côté-Roy characterize the citizens’ experiences? 

19. Wed March 15 

 

New cities from 

below II – Social 

exclusions 

 

*guest lecture by Alyssa Wilbur, MA student, McGill University 

Wilbur, Alyssa Shamsa and Moser, Sarah. The dark side of planning a new 

city: Engineering social exclusions in the creation of a new provincial capital 

in Indonesia. International Development Planning Review. (under review) 

Moser, Sarah. (2020) ‘New cities: Engineering social exclusions’. One Earth 2 

(2): 125-127. 

Discussion: 1) What is the state’s official narrative for creating Dompak? What 

are some of the unstated motives? What is actually happening on the ground? 2) 

How are locals on Dompak responding to the new city project? How have their 

lives changed? 3) What are some of the types of social exclusions that are being 

exacerbated through the creation of new cities? (see One Earth paper)  



GEO 325 New Master-Planned Cities | Sarah Moser | Dept of Geography 

 

 

10 

© Sarah Moser 

WEEK 11 

20. Mon March 20 

Methodological 

reflections – 

conducting 

research on new 

cities  

Moser, Sarah and Côté-Roy, Laurence. (2023) ‘Reflections on researching 

new master-planned cities underway in the Global South’. Journal of Urban 

Affairs. 1-17. 

Discussion: 1) what are the challenges of conducting research on new cities? 

How can we as researchers work around these challenges? 2) What are some 

methods that can be used to examine new cities? 3) Provide examples of how 

methods differ depending on what questions we are asking.   

***Papers must be uploaded to MyCourses before class Wed. March 22 – papers will be 

distributed online to peer reviewers *** 

21. Wed March 22 

 

New cities and 

sustainability I –  

‘Eco’ cities and 

urban greening 

 

*Guest lecture by Emma Avery, MA from McGill (Geography), now works for 

Happy Cities. 

Moser, Sarah and Avery, Emma. (2021) ‘The multi-scalar politics of urban 

greening in Forest City, Malaysia’. Urban Forestry & Urban Greening. 60 

(May): 1-5. 

Avery, Emma and Moser, Sarah. ‘Validating an aspiring “eco-city of the 

future” through urban awards’ 

Caprotti, Frederico. (2014) ‘Critical research on eco-cities? A walk through Sino-

Singapore Tianjin Eco-City, China’. Cities 36: 10–17. 

Pow, C. P., & Neo, H. (2010). Building ecotopia: critical reflections on eco-city 

development in China. Towards a liveable and sustainable urban environment: 

eco-cities in East Asia. Singapore: World Scientific Publishing. 91-106. 

Discussion: 1) How have eco-cities been variously interpreted or envisioned 

through new city projects? 2) Can a new city built from scratch be sustainable? 

Why or why not? 3) In what contexts could new cities improve urban resilience? 

WEEK 12 

22. Mon March 27 

New cities and 

sustainability II – 

Climate change and 

resilience 

 

Ajibade, Idowu. (2017) ‘Can a future city enhance urban resilience and 

sustainability? A political ecology analysis of Eko Atlantic city, Nigeria’. 

International Journal of Disaster Risk Reduction 26: 85-92. 

Cugurullo, Federico. (2016) ‘Urban eco-modernisation and the policy 

context of new eco-city projects: Where Masdar City fails and why’. Urban 

Studies 53 (11): 2417-2433. 

Discussion: 1) Why do so many new city projects have ‘green’ or ‘eco’ 

development ambitions? What are the motivations behind doing so? 2) What was 

Masdar’s proposed ‘ecological’ vision for urban development? 4) Can you think 

of examples of cities that have achieved their ‘eco-sustainability’ goals and 

visions? 

***Peer reviews must be uploaded to MyCourses before class, Wed. March 29*** 

23. Wed March 29   *guest lecture by Jasmine Ali, PhD student at McGill (Geography) 
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New cities and 

sustainability III – 

National survival in 

the post-oil era      

Ali, Jasmine and Moser, Sarah. ‘New cities for a new Kuwait: Planning for 

national survival’. (submitted to International Planning Studies)  

Discussion: 1) What different types of new cities are being built in Kuwait? How 

is urban planning involved in Kuwait’s national survival strategy? 2) Who are the 

main domestic and international actors building new cities in Kuwait? 3) How 

does Kuwait’s ‘sustainability’ differ from other definitions of sustainability? 4) 

What themes from previous classes could you engage with when examining 

Kuwait’s new cities?  

WEEK 13 

23. Mon April 3 

Moser, Sarah and Côté-Roy, Laurence. (2021) ‘New cities: Power, profit, 

and prestige’. Geography Compass 15 (1): 1-15. 

Discussion: 1) What are some of the main trends in recent scholarship on new 

city projects? 2) What are some directions for future research on new cities?               

24. Wed April 5 Presentations! 

***first half of participation due before the beginning of class! Wed. April 12*** 

WEEK 14 

25. Wed April 12 

Presentations! 

 

 

Academic integrity: McGill University values academic integrity. Therefore, all students must 

understand the meaning and consequences of cheating, plagiarism and other academic offences 

under the Code of Student Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures (see 

www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/honest/ for more information).(approved by Senate on 29 January 2003)  

 

L'université McGill attache une haute importance à l’honnêteté académique. Il incombe par conséquent 

à tous les étudiants de comprendre ce que l'on entend par tricherie, plagiat et autres infractions 

académiques, ainsi que les conséquences que peuvent avoir de telles actions, selon le Code de conduite 

de l'étudiant et des procédures disciplinaires (pour de plus amples renseignements, veuillez consulter le 

site www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/honest/). 

 

*all written submissions will be entered into plagiarism and AI detection programs. If there is evidence 

of plagiarism or the use of AI, submissions will receive an automatic zero and the student may fail the 

course. 

 

Language: In accord with McGill University’s Charter of Students’ Rights, students in this course 

have the right to submit in English or in French any written work that is to be graded.” (approved by 

Senate on 21 January 2009 - see also the section in this document on Assignments and evaluation.)  

 

Conformément à  la Charte des droits de l’étudiant de l’Université McGill, chaque étudiant a le droit de 

soumettre en français ou en anglais tout travail écrit devant être noté (sauf dans le cas des cours dont 

l’un des objets est la maîtrise d’une langue). 

 
Other info and links: 

https://exchange.mcgill.ca/owa/redir.aspx?C=ycLHEnQ8BEOgFFsHPJ4EcWINFIsmxtAI9AyiqUpyry5ZE1FU27fx8QH-RFPMxkmKtKdOdLrYGZw.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.mcgill.ca%2fstudents%2fsrr%2fhonest%2f
https://exchange.mcgill.ca/owa/redir.aspx?C=ycLHEnQ8BEOgFFsHPJ4EcWINFIsmxtAI9AyiqUpyry5ZE1FU27fx8QH-RFPMxkmKtKdOdLrYGZw.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.mcgill.ca%2fstudents%2fsrr%2fhonest%2f
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© Instructor generated course materials (e.g., handouts, notes, summaries, exam questions, etc.) are 
protected by law and may not be copied or distributed in any form or in any medium without explicit 
permission of the instructor.  Note that infringements of copyright can be subject to follow up by the 
University under the Code of Student Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures. 
 
"As the instructor of this course I endeavor to provide an inclusive learning environment. However, if 
you  experience barriers to learning in this course, do not hesitate to discuss them with me and the 
Office for Students with Disabilities, 514-398-6009." 

 
Guidelines for the use of mobile computing and communications (MC2) devices in classes at McGill 
have been approved by the APC. Consult the guidelines for a range of sample wording that may be 
used or adapted by instructors on their course outlines. 
 
"End-of-course evaluations are one of the ways that McGill works towards maintaining and improving 
the quality of courses and the student’s learning experience. You will be notified by e-mail when the 
evaluations are available on Mercury, the online course evaluation system. Please note that a minimum 
number of responses must be received for results to be available to students." 

 
"McGill has policies on sustainability, paper use and other initiatives to promote a culture of 
sustainability at McGill." (See the Office of Sustainability.) 
 
In keeping with McGill's preparedness planning strategies with respect to potential pandemic or other 
concerns, the Administration suggests that all course outlines contain the statement: "In the event of 
extraordinary circumstances beyond the University’s control, the content and/or evaluation scheme in 
this course is subject to change." 

 
"Additional policies governing academic issues which affect students can be found in the McGill Charter 
of Students' Rights" (The Handbook on Student Rights and Reponsibilities is available here). 

https://exchange.mcgill.ca/owa/redir.aspx?C=ycLHEnQ8BEOgFFsHPJ4EcWINFIsmxtAI9AyiqUpyry5ZE1FU27fx8QH-RFPMxkmKtKdOdLrYGZw.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.mcgill.ca%2fosd
https://exchange.mcgill.ca/owa/redir.aspx?C=ycLHEnQ8BEOgFFsHPJ4EcWINFIsmxtAI9AyiqUpyry5ZE1FU27fx8QH-RFPMxkmKtKdOdLrYGZw.&URL=https%3a%2f%2fsecureweb.mcgill.ca%2fsecretariat%2fsites%2fmcgill.ca.secretariat%2ffiles%2fMobile-Computing-Commun-devices-MC2-guidelines-11June2010.pdf
https://exchange.mcgill.ca/owa/redir.aspx?C=ycLHEnQ8BEOgFFsHPJ4EcWINFIsmxtAI9AyiqUpyry5ZE1FU27fx8QH-RFPMxkmKtKdOdLrYGZw.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.mcgill.ca%2ftls%2fteaching%2fcourse-evaluations
https://exchange.mcgill.ca/owa/redir.aspx?C=ycLHEnQ8BEOgFFsHPJ4EcWINFIsmxtAI9AyiqUpyry5ZE1FU27fx8QH-RFPMxkmKtKdOdLrYGZw.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.mcgill.ca%2fsustainability
https://exchange.mcgill.ca/owa/redir.aspx?C=ycLHEnQ8BEOgFFsHPJ4EcWINFIsmxtAI9AyiqUpyry5ZE1FU27fx8QH-RFPMxkmKtKdOdLrYGZw.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.mcgill.ca%2fhealth%2fhealth-well-being%2fotherdiseases%2fh1n1%2fstaff
https://exchange.mcgill.ca/owa/redir.aspx?C=ycLHEnQ8BEOgFFsHPJ4EcWINFIsmxtAI9AyiqUpyry5ZE1FU27fx8QH-RFPMxkmKtKdOdLrYGZw.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.mcgill.ca%2fhealth%2fhealth-well-being%2fotherdiseases%2fh1n1%2fstaff
https://exchange.mcgill.ca/owa/redir.aspx?C=ycLHEnQ8BEOgFFsHPJ4EcWINFIsmxtAI9AyiqUpyry5ZE1FU27fx8QH-RFPMxkmKtKdOdLrYGZw.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.mcgill.ca%2fsecretariat%2fpolicies%2fstudents%2fhandbook-student-rights-and-responsibilitiesle-recueil-des-droits-et-obligations-d

