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INSTRUCTORS 
Assoc. Prof Jon Unruh 
Email: geog210@geog.mcgill.ca 
Office: 308B Burnside Hall 
Office hours: By appointment 
[during first section of lectures] 
 
Teaching Assistants 
TBD 
Email: geog210.geog@mcgill.ca 
Office hours: TBD 
  

 

Asst. Prof Brian E Robinson  
Email: geog210@geog.mcgill.ca 
Office: 432 Burnside Hall 
Office hours: By appointment 
[during second section of lectures] 

Lectures: Tues & Thurs 4:05 – 5:25pm 
Location: SADB (Strathcona) M-1 
3 credit course 

mailto:geog210.geog@mcgill.ca
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COURSE CALENDAR DESCRIPTION 
Introduction to key themes in human geography. Interpretation and contestation of landscapes, 
‘place’, and territory. Investigation of globalisation and the spatial organization of human geo-
politics, and urban and rural environments. 
 
COURSE OVERVIEW 
This course aims to introduce you to tools and concepts used by human geographers for 
understanding our complex world, a vibrant mix of places and peoples. The course focuses on the 
key concepts of globalisation and localisation. We examine how these two processes interact to 
create different opportunities and constraints for individuals and households, and people’s 
reactions to these in places around the globe. 
 
We address these key concepts via 6 themes: production of place, identity and landscape, cultural 
landscapes; investigating “development”; the global-local nexus; people and places explored 
through your own fieldwork. 
 
In doing so, the course addresses many important, topical issues including: evolution of 
landscapes, agricultural patterns, environmental perception, cultural landscapes, and identity, 
urban growth, poverty and livelihoods in developing countries, rural-urban migration, geopolitical 
futures. 
 
REQUIRED TEXT 
There are set articles and chapters to read each week for this course. These are posted on 
myCourses, and a list is on the final pages of this course outline.  
 
Read the assigned reading before class so you come to each lecture prepared to relate what you 
learn in class to the readings. Note also the reading quizzes to be completed (see below). 
 
The readings and lectures are complimentary; neither are substitutes for the other and at times 
they cover different material so you can more fully understand the themes being studied. It is your 
responsibility to keep up to date with the readings and the lectures. Both readings and lectures are 
subject to change during the course of the term, you will need to attend class in order to stay up to 
date.  
 
Some of the readings come from a textbook: Knox, Marston, Imort and Nash (2012). Places and 
Regions in Global Context: Human Geography. Canada Edition. Prentice Hall.  
 
You are not required to buy this textbook; the necessary readings from it are on myCourses. 
However it is a good introductory human geography text that you may want to purchase (from 
Amazon.ca, etc).  
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Lecture Notes on myCourses 
During drop/add period, copies of the PowerPoint slides will be placed on myCourses.  
 
AFTER drop/add period only outlines of lectures will be added to myCourses, after each theme is 
complete. These will not be adequate for you to do well in the mid-terms and exams, and are 
provided only as a guide to topics covered. It is essential that you attend class or that you get 
notes from others if you miss class. 
 

 
 
 
COURSE EVALUATION 
Evaluation:                                Weight   Date(s) 
 
Mid-term exam I                  30%      Feb 14th  
 
Mid-term exam II   30%      March 28th   
 
4 multiple-choice quizzes      3-day windows throughout the course. See below. 
     16%      (16% -- the best 4 quizzes from 5 attempts @ 4% each) 
 
Field research assignment       24%      March 30 - April 11. Due on myCourses, April 11th 5pm. 
 

   
Mid-Terms (30% each)  
The two mid-terms cover questions on lecture content, readings and videos. There is a review 
class before each one. 
 
Reading Multi-Choice Quizzes (myCourses) (16%)  
There are FIVE (5) multi-choice quizzes for this course based on the readings for each theme; one 
quiz per theme, 12 questions per quiz. Only the highest FOUR (4) quiz grades will count (see 
below).  
 

These quizzes are each worth 4% each of your final grade (i.e. 4 x 4% = 16% total). These are done 
on myCourses by yourself, during a specific period, and are ‘open-book quizzes’.  
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The purpose of these quizzes is for you to carefully read the readings assigned to the different 
themes and interpret the main points and links to the class.  
 

You will have access to the relevant quiz for the theme being taught for 3 days only.  
 

Tentative quiz dates on myCourses  
Theme 1. Opens from 5pm Tuesday 17th Jan to 5pm Friday 20th January. 
Theme 2. Opens from 5pm Thursday 26th Jan to 5pm Sunday 29th January. 
Theme 3. Opens from 5pm Tuesday 7th Feb to 5pm Friday 10th February. 
Theme 4.  Opens from 5pm Tuesday 7th March to 5pm Friday 10th March.   
Theme 5. Opens from 5pm Tuesday 21st March to 5pm Friday 24th March. 
 
After you begin the quiz online you then have TWO HOURS in which to complete it. After that your 
access will be blocked. You cannot ‘pause’ your quiz half way through, so make sure you find a 
quiet place with no interference to complete the quiz (such as the library). Make sure you have a 
good internet connection too, so that you are not cut off. Save your answers after each question. 
 
Your total grade for the quizzes will be the sum of your top 4 quiz grades. Thus if you answer all 5 
quizzes, we will take your 4 best scores; if you answer 4, then those 4 are your final score. Given 
this flexibility, as a general rule quizzes are not excused. It is NOT expected that illness/other 
circumstances will prevent you from answering 4 quizzes (you just miss one and do the other 4). 
Hence it is strongly recommended that you attempt to answer all 5 quizzes. 
 
Quiz notes 
� It is possible to have more than 1 correct answer for some questions. If you do not choose all 

the correct answers, then you will receive no marks for that question (remember- this is open 
book);  

� the questions you receive are randomly selected from a larger pool, so you do not all have the 
same quiz questions;  

� once you complete the quiz, you will receive immediate feedback and your grade; 
� more details will be given in class before the first quiz, and placed on myCourses. 
 
 
Field Research Assignment  (24%)     
This field assignment is a chance for you to undertake independent geographic field research in 
Montréal. It will utilise a range of human geography fieldwork and research skills such as 
participant observation, analysis and interpretation.  
 
You will need to move around Montréal by metro, bus or on foot (if you have a disability that 
prevents this, please talk with Prof Robinson). You will need access to a camera/cellphone with 
camera. If you have neither, cameras can be borrowed from McGill for a small fee at the following 
address. You will need to reserve the equipment in advance.  
 



5 

Downtown campus - Equipment Loans 
Office hours: 9:00 am to 5:00 pm, Monday to Friday 
688 Sherbrooke West, Room 285 
Call: 514-398-8833 

We will provide specific details and parameters of the field assignment in class on April 1st. 
 
 
VIDEOS 
You are to watch TWO (2) videos in relation to this course. These will be shown in class time in the 
same section as the lecture topics to which they are relevant (as well as being available on reserve 
in the McLennan-Redpath Library [Redpath AV]). The viewing of these videos is compulsory. They 
will give you a visual record of the topics being discussed and are important as a means by which 
to situate the topics covered in the lectures. You can decide whether you want to watch them in 
class or in the library - but do watch them - they will be examined. At each video viewing in class 
you will be provided with a handout to fill in. These are not graded but will prepare you for 
potential mid-term/exam questions, and will help you to focus on the key points to take away 
from the videos. 
 
While you watch the videos also consider the following questions: 
� What are the key issues addressed in each video? 
� How do the videos add to the information discussed in lectures and in the relevant texts that 

are on the same or similar topics (i.e. what insights did you gain)? 
 
 
NOTES REGARDING EVALUATION 
The mid-term exams must be taken at the scheduled time. There are only two exceptions: 

1. You have a legible medical note covering the mid-term period, including the phone 
number of your physician. 

2. There is a bereavement or sudden severe illness in your family or of a close friend. In 
this case we need to see a notice from a newspaper or other adequate legitimate 
documentation (as determined by Prof Unruh or Robinson). 

 
Missed mid-term exam 
A formal request for special consideration regarding a missed mid-term should be made to the 
relevant Prof. It is appreciated, if you know you will miss a mid-term because of illness or 
bereavement, that you let us know as soon as possible in advance. After a mid-term, you must try 
to inform us within 48 hours that you have missed the test. After 7 calendar days you 
automatically receive a zero grade if no contact has been made with a Prof from this course or the 
Student Contact TA by yourself or a family member/friend. 
 
There are no make-up tests for Geog210. With the appropriate documentation your course grade 
will be calculated from the other components as a whole, and scaled appropriately. However, you 
may not be excused from both midterm exams. 
 
If you do not have appropriate documentation (as outlined above) you will receive a grade of zero 
for the missed mid-term. 

http://kb.mcgill.ca/kb/?ArticleId=1744&source=article&c=12&cid=2#tab:homeTab:crumb:7:artId:1744
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Mid-term feedback 
If you wish to discuss a piece of graded assessment once it has been returned to you, this should 
be taken to the Student Contact TA in the first instance. The first office hours after a midterm is 
handed back, will be at least 7 days AFTER the handback – i.e. there will be no immediate office 
hours that same week. This is to give you time to carefully reflect on your results before deciding 
whether to see the Student Contact TA for further feedback. You then have 2 weeks to speak to 
the TA specifically about feedback for the relevant midterm. More details in class and on 
myCourses. 
 
Please note that the Student Contact TA is your first point of contact for all questions regarding 
the course outline, mid-terms, on-line quizzes and final exam.  
 
Other evaluation notes 
� No supplemental work is allowed to improve grades. 
� The instructors reserve the right to apply a curve to grades. 
� Students have the right to write mid-terms and exams in French. 
 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 
McGill University values academic integrity.  Therefore all students must understand the meaning 
and consequences of cheating, plagiarism and other academic offences under the Code of Student 
Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures (see http://www.mcgill.ca/integrity/ for more information). 
 
Note that if the Profs or the course TAs suspect plagiarism or cheating it is immediately out of our 
control and the case goes directly to the Associate Dean, Student Affairs. If you, in any way, are 
unclear as to what might constitute plagiarism or cheating, please talk about this with the Student 
Contact TA or Profs during our office hours. 
 
This is a large lecture class. In class, you are expected to be active listeners: attend, take notes, ask 
and answer questions. Disruptive activities such as excessive talking, web surfing, emailing, 
newspaper reading, and the like will not be tolerated. Students doing so will be told to leave class. 
 
Mutual respect is expected at all times among instructors, teaching assistants, support staff and 
students at McGill University. Students are referred to the Handbook of Student Rights and 
Responsibilities (the ‘Green Book’) for McGill’s policies on Code of Conduct and to 
www.mcgill.ca/dp-cio/epolicies for McGill’s E-policies. 
 
 

 

http://www.mcgill.ca/integrity/
http://www.mcgill.ca/dp-cio/epolicies
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TENTATIVE LECTURE AND MID-TERM SCHEDULE 
Date: Lecture topic: Prof Quiz Readings (details next pg):  
Th Jan 5 Course introduction:  ‘landscapes’ and 

‘glocalisation’ 
JU/BR   

THEME 1: PRODUCTION OF PLACE    
T Jan 10 The evolution and regionalization of landscape I JU  Fellman et al Ch 12, entire chapter 
Th Jan 12 The evolution and regionalization of landscape II JU  Fellman et al Ch 12, entire chapter 
T Jan 17 Agriculture and human geography JU opens Fouberg et al, Ch 11, entire chapter 
THEME 2: IDENTITY AND LANDSCAPE     
Th Jan 19 Living in the environment: perception & 

behaviour 
JU  Knox et al, Ch 5, entire chapter 

T Jan 24 Identity from landscapes? JU  Knox et al, Ch 5, entire chapter 
Th Jan 26 Culture, landscapes and identity JU opens Fouberg et al, Ch5, pp149-162 
THEME 3: CULTURAL LANDSCAPES    
T Jan 31 The making of cultural landscapes JU  Fellman et al, Ch 5, entire chapter 
Th Feb 2 Reading cultural landscapes JU  Knox et al, Ch 6, entire chapter 
T Feb 7 Summary and review JU opens                                                           review 
Th Feb 9 Video: Where is here? JU   
T Feb 14  Mid-term I JU  mid-term 
THEME 4: WHAT IS “DEVELOPMENT”?    
Th Feb 16 What is development? BR  Knox et al 2012. Ch 7. 
T Feb 21 Why are some countries rich, and others poor? 

Colonialism and the development debate  
BR  Knox et al 2012. Ch 10.  

Acemoglu et al, Why Nations Fail, Ch 1. 
Sachs, Review of “Why Nations Fail”  

Th Feb 23 Poverty traps; the cycle of poverty BR  Knox et al 2012. Ch 11. 
Feb 27 – March 3      ** Reading week: No Class ** 
T Mar 7  International aid & effectiveness BR opens  
THEME 5: THE GLOBAL-LOCAL NEXUS    
Th Mar 9 Globalisation and glocalisation. What are they?  BR  Held et al. 1999. Introduction.  
T Mar 14 Globalisation: mushrooms & call centers BR  Pal & Buzzanell. 2008. 
Th Mar 16 The future of global geographies BR opens Knox et al 2012. Ch 12. 
T Mar 21 Summary and review BR  review 
Th Mar 23 Video: China Blue BR  HD6073 C62 C665 DVD 
T Mar 28 Mid-term II BR  mid-term 
THEME 6: MONTREAL EXPLORED   To be announced in class. 
Th Mar 30 Introduction and distribution field assignment  BR/TA   
T Apr 4 -Field research assignment and TA consultations-    
Th Apr 6 -Field research assignment and TA consultations-     
T Apr 11 Field Research Assignments due   Midterm 2 handed back during class 

time in lecture room 
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READING DETAILS 
Date Reference Availability 
THEME 1 PRODUCTION OF PLACE  
Th Jan 5 & 
T Jan 10 

Fellman et al (2009) Ch. 12 - Human Impacts on Natural Systems and Human Health.  Read 
entire chapter 

On myCourses 

Th Jan 12 Fouberg et al (2009) Ch 11, Agriculture. Read entire chapter On  myCourses 
THEME 2 IDENTITY AND LANDSCAPE  
T Jan 17  Knox et al (2007) Chapter 5, Mapping Cultural Identities  

Read entire chapter  
On  myCourses,  also 
copies of this textbook 
on reserve at library. 

Th Jan 19 Knox et al (2007) Chapter 5, Mapping Cultural Identities  
Read entire chapter 

On  myCourses 

T Jan 24 Fouberg et al (2009) Ch. 5 - Identity - Race, Ethnicity, Gender and Sexuality. Read pages 149-162.  On  myCourses  
THEME 3 CULTURAL LANDSCAPES  
Th Jan 26 Fellman et al (2009) Ch. 5 Cultures Landscapes and Identities. Read entire chapter On  myCourses . 
T Jan 31 Knox et al (2007) Chapter 6 - Interpreting Places and Landscapes  On  myCourses 
THEME 4 DEVELOPMENT  
Th Feb 16 Knox, Marston, Imort and Nash (2012) Chapter 7. The Geography of Economic Development.  On myCourses. 
T Feb 21 Knox, Marston, Imort and Nash (2012) Ch 10. Urbanization.  

 
Excerpt from: Daron Acemoglu & James Robinson “Why Nations Fail” (2012) 
Review of “Why Nations Fail” by Jeffery Sachs, Foreign Affairs, 2012 

On myCourses 

Th Feb 23 Knox, Marston, Imort and Nash (2012) Ch 11. City Spaces: Urban Structure.  On myCourses 
T Mar 7 Knox, Marston, Imort and Nash (2012) Ch 11. City Spaces: Urban Structure.   
THEME 5 THE GLOBAL-LOCAL NEXUS  
Th Mar 9 Held, D. A. Mcgrew, D. Goldblatt, and J. Perraton (1999) Introduction. Global transformations: 

politics, economics and culture. Stanford: Stanford University Press, pp 1-29. 
On myCourses. Also on 
Google books (- 1 
image). 

T Mar 14 Pal and Buzzanell (2008) The Indian Call Centre Experience. A Case Study in Changing Discourses 
of Identity, Identification, and Career in a Global Context. Journal of Business Communication, 45 
(1), pp31-60 

On myCourses, also 
available as ejournal 
via McGill library. 

Th Mar 16 Knox, Marston, Imort and Nash (2012) Chapter 12. Future Geographies.  On myCourses 
THEME 6 MONTREAL EXPLORED Readings will be 

announced in class 
Readings are subject to change if the Profs see fit, revised version will always be on myCourses and students notified 
in class. 
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