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In recent years, issues of equitable access and utilization of national parks have become a 

focal point of academic and popular discussions of racial and environmental justice. I investigate 

how the National Park Service (NPS) of the United States of America has implemented policy 

changes to fulfill its dual mission of preserving America’s “great places” and serving all 

Americans. I examine the NPS’ latest Comprehensive Survey of the American Public (CSAP) 

report to understand differences in utilization between different racial/ethnic and socioeconomic 

groups, analyze NPS program websites to understand how the agency seeks to improve equitable 

access, and use the case study of Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore (SBDNL) to examine 

how local NPS units ensure equitable access and utilization. I conclude that while the NPS has 

made great improvements in recent years, there are still several concrete steps that they could 

take to further improve equitable access and utilization.  
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