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Land Acknowledgement

McGill University is situated on the traditional territory of the 
Kanien’kehà:ka, a place which has long served as a site of meeting and 
exchange amongst nations. We recognize and respect the 
Kanien’kehà:ka as the traditional custodians of the lands and waters on 
which we meet today.
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Webinar Goals

Our goal is to provide you with the opportunity to…

• Identify your challenges with learning in a second language

• Determine strategies that will be most helpful for your learning

• Develop networks for peer support
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Let’s get to know each other!

• What is your first language? 

• What takes most of your 
energy when 
you are in an English-
speaking environment?
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Let's talk about us!

Study of bilingual, international, and immigrant 
students in English writing courses (Leki, 2009)

• Focus on students' experiences (personal 
histories, human context of students' 
development, disciplinary contexts)

• Main themes: academic issues, social issues, 
ideological issues
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Let's reflect...

• Identify 3 academic challenges in regards to 
learning in a second language you are currently 
facing, you have faced in the past, or you think 
you might face in the future.

• Take two minutes to write them down on a piece 
of paper or add them to the chat!

Activity 1
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You're part of a community!

• 30% of international students 
(2019/20) over 150 countries
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Resources at McGill

Buddy Program: www.mcgillbuddyprogram.com

• linguistic support

• cultural guidance

• information about life at McGill

McGill Writing Centre: 
https://www.mcgill.ca/mwc/courses/undergraduate-
courses
• CESL (for non-native speakers of English) courses
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Resources at McGill

International Student Network: 
https://misn.ssmu.ca/

• events and trips, MISN

• variety of services, i.e. lingobuddies platform

Skills 21 (Teaching & Learning 
Services): https://www.mcgill.ca/skills21/

• skills development program

• community
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Upcoming Skills 21 Workshops 

• For more information go to: 
https://involvement.mcgill.ca/organization/skills21/events
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What does learning 
together mean to 
you?

Cooperative Learning
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What does learning together mean to you?

1. Go to www.menti.com and use the code 6733 
5675 

Or: click on the link in the chat box: https://www.menti.com/gn79n2jzee

2. Type in keywords that come to mind
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Cooperative Learning

• Cooperative learning techniques in 
classrooms > competitive techniques.

• Cooperative learning can create a 
community.

• Cooperative learning increases 
opportunities for communicating in 
second language.
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Cooperative Learning

Relevant Models of Cooperative Learning:

• Cooperative learning can be achieved by using 
certain learning strategies!

• For example: Peer tutoring and the Jigsaw 
technique.
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Learning Strategies
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Learning Strategies

Methods of Learning 

Social and affective strategies Cognitive strategies

(Chamon & Kupper, 1989)
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Learning Strategies

• Social and Affective strategies encompass interaction with the self or 
another person/people to enhance and assist learning.

• Questioning: Asking questions to the self.

• What part of this topic do I still not fully understand?

• What is the main take-away of this text?

• Do I agree with X?
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Social and Affective Strategies

• Questioning: Seeking or asking for further 
explanations, confirmation, examples, or 
paraphrasing.

• How else can this be worded?

• Could you please give me an example of how 
X can occur?

• Is this what you meant by Y?
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Social and Affective Strategies

• Cooperation: Peers collaboratively work 
together to practice language activities, 
receive & give feedback or engage in 
problem-solving.

Examples:

• Peer tutoring = mutual assistance

• Jigsaw = students are split into groups and 
each member assumes the responsibility of 
one aspect of the task.
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Cognitive Strategies 

• Learners work with and manipulate task materials 
themselves, moving towards task completion

Examples:

• Elaboration: relating new knowledge to prior 
knowledge 

• Note-taking: Writing down key words and 
concepts in abbreviated verbal, graphic, or 
numerical form (i.e. Cornell Note Taking System)
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Let's talk strategy!

• Read your answers for activity 1!

• Take three minutes and try 
to identify 1-2 strategies you 
usually use when you face these 
challenges

• Share a strategy in the chat!

Activity 2
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Summary of Learning Strategies

• Questioning: Asking questions to the self, and seeking or asking 
others for further explanations, confirmation, examples, 
or paraphrasing.

• Cooperation: Working together collaboratively to practice language 
activities, receive & give feedback or engage in problem-solving.

• Elaboration: Relating new knowledge to prior knowledge

• Note-taking: Writing down key words and concepts in abbreviated 
verbal, graphic, or numerical form (i.e. Cornell Note Taking System)
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Webinar Goals

Our goal is to provide you with the opportunity to…

Identify your challenges with learning in a second language

Determine strategies that will be most helpful for your learning

Develop networks for peer support
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After the webinar, please take a moment to fill 
out the evaluation form.

This will enable us to improve our future 
offerings and will count as your registration 
towards your McGill Co-Curricular Record.

LINK
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skills21@mcgill.ca

McLennan Library Building
3415 McTavish Street
Suite MS-12 (ground level)
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