
Message from Interim Chair 
 

MANY THANKS! 

I can hardly believe that 20 months have gone by since I accepted the position of Interim 
Chair of the Department of Family Medicine in August of 2010. As we embark on an exciting 
new phase in the life of our department under the leadership of Dr. Howard Bergman, I 
would like to take a few moments to reflect on what I have learned in the past two years… 

The strength and success of our department is a direct reflection of the dedication and 
passion of our clinical teachers, both in the family medicine units and in our many affiliated 
teaching sites. Many thanks to our clinical teachers! 

The strength and success of our department is a direct reflection of the excellence of our unit 
and program leaders, of their unwavering optimism and intentional teamwork. Many thanks 
to our leaders! 

The strength and success of our department depend on the incredible hard work and 
commitment of the administrative support teams, both in the department and in the teaching 
units. Many thanks to our administrative teams! 

The accomplishments of a Chair are only possible through the wise counsel, common vision 
and collaborative teamwork of the entire department. Many thanks to each and every one of 
you for your trust and support over the past 20 months! 

There are exciting opportunities for family medicine just around the corner: family 
physicians will increasingly be able to role model our discipline to McGill medical students as 
each student will regularly attend a family doctor’s office throughout the first year of medical 
school; 50% of residency positions in Quebec will be in Family Medicine by 2015; graduate 
studies and research in family medicine are flourishing with remarkable recognition and new 
funding opportunities; important work must be done in international and global health. 

I look forward to the coming months and years with anticipation and confidence. There is a 
lot of work to be done, but I have no doubt that the McGill Department of Family Medicine is 
up to the task! 

As my final parting words, I would like to personally extend a warm welcome to Dr. Howard 
Bergman. I wish him every success as he leads us through these exciting times! 

Miriam Boillat  
Interim Chair 
August 2010‐March 2012 
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