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We have seen several exciting new developments in the Department of Earth and Planetary Sciences 
since the last Newsletter.  Most particularly, we welcomed three new faculty members.  Two, Christie 
Rowe and Vincent van Hinsberg, joined the Department as a consequence of a very generous endowment 
from Robert Wares and Osisko Mining Corporation, and have significantly enhanced the economic-
geology component of departmental research.  The third new faculty member, Yajing Liu, is a 
geophysicist whose work concentrates on fault dynamics.  Collectively, these three faculty members have 
further contributed to the rejuvenation of the professoriate at McGill.  We now have a large, exciting, 
active group of young researchers at McGill. 

Members of the Department have been recognized by several awards.  In 2011, Professor Mucci received 
the Michael J Keen Medal from the Marine Geosciences Division of the Geological Association of 
Canada (GAC) and Professor Williams-Jones received the Logan Medal, the GAC’s highest award.  
Willy also received the Willet G. Miller Medal from the Royal Society of Canada.  In 2012, Professor 
Halverson received the GAC Hutchison Medal and Professor Stix received the Career Achievement 
Award from the Volcanology and Igneous Petrology Division of the GAC.  Our graduate students 
Jonathan O’Neil and Christophe Helo were awarded the Leopold Gelinas Gold Medal of the Volcanology 
and Igneous Petrology Division of the GAC for the best Ph.D. theses in volcanology and igneous 
petrology in 2011 and 2012 respectively, Thi-Hao Bui received the Gold Jerome H. Remick Poster Award 
for best student presentation in 2011, and Gregor Lucic received a Graduate Fessenden prize for 
innovation from McGill University. 

Students from the Department embarked on a large number of fieldtrips, partly enabled through the 
generous support we have received from Robert Wares.  In 2011, these included trips to the Grand 
Canyon region of the SW U.S.A. the inaugural Antarctic Field Studies course and a trip to Tanzania in the 
spring break, a senior undergraduate field school in Nova Scotia in the late spring, and a graduate-led 
field trip in Newfoundland in the late summer.  The spring break of 2012 saw trips to Colombia, Italy and 
the southern United States, and an Earth-System Science fieldtrip to Peru. 

Many friends of Eric Mountjoy and several alumni have established an Eric Mountjoy Fellowship in 
honour of Eric’s memory, which will be used to support a graduate student working in the general field of 
sedimentology.  We deeply appreciate this support for our graduate program. 

The following pages supply some information about our new faculty members, and some of the more 
recent fieldtrips.  All in all, the Department is in good shape at both the professorial and student level.  I 
hope to see at least some of you at our hospitality suite associated with the Prospectors and Developers 
Association of Canada meeting in March. 

Andrew Hynes, Chair   



New Faculty 
 

Yajing Liu – Assistant Professor  
I am geophysicist who studies dynamic deformation 
and strength evolution on tectonic faults and in 
glaciated environments. Among the broad range of 
deformation modes revealed by increasingly dense 
and high-resolution Earth observatory networks, I am 
most interested in understanding the source processes 
of earthquake ruptures and episodic non-volcanic 
tremor and slow slip events along major plate 
boundaries. These include continental strike-slip 
faults (e.g., San Andreas Fault), subduction 
megathrusts (e.g., Cascadia, Japan, Middle American 
Trenches) and mid-ocean ridge transform faults (e.g., 
East Pacific Rise).  

I tackle the earthquake physics problems from the 
perspectives of theoretical/numerical modeling and 
observational seismology and geodesy. I spend a 
significant portion of research time on developing 
and running numerical codes for calculating fault slip 
and stress history in earthquake cycles, which 
involves vast spatiotemporal scales. Temporally, I 

look at dynamic ruptures in sub-seconds to long-term fault loading in hundreds of years. Spatially, I 
resolve small interfacial asperities of microns to tectonic faults of hundreds of kilometers. Due to the 
above nature of the physical problems, I work on large computer clusters of thousands of cores as well as 
large memory sizes at different institutions. At McGill, I will utilize CLUMEQ, which is part of the 
Compute Canada national high performance computing platform. On the observational side, I collaborate 
with scientists in seismology and geodesy to image surface deformation and sliding processes on tectonic 
faults and ice-bedrock interfaces. In particular, I work with scientists at the Woods Hole Oceanographic 
Institution (WHOI) on a variety of problems: source characteristics of earthquakes on East Pacific Rise 
transform faults from ocean bottom seismometer records, static and dynamic triggering of aseismic slip 
events in southern California from InSAR (Interferometry Satellite Aperture Radar) images, non-volcanic 
tremor detection in Eastern California Shear Zone from temporary seismic array instrumentation, and ice-
sheet deformation observed by GPS (Global Positioning System) receivers in western Greenland.  
 
I joined McGill EPS as an assistant professor in geophysics in September 2011. Prior to that, I was an 
assistant scientist at WHOI, 2009-2011, a Harry Hess postdoctoral fellow at Princeton University, 2007-
2009. I hold a Ph.D. (2007) in geophysics from Harvard University and a B.Sc. (2001) in geophysics 
from Peking University. 
 



Christie Rowe – Assistant Professor  
Robert Wares Faculty Scholar 

 
Greetings Everyone!   I'm a new faculty member at 
McGill, specializing in field geology of faults.  I study 
exhumed faults from the "seismogenic zone".  This is 
the region of the crust where most earthquakes 
nucleate (in fact one way of mapping it is to plot 
earthquake hypocenters in 3D).  It begins a few 
kilometers below the surface, where rocks are lithified, 
stresses are increasing, and fluid flow is channelized 
into faults.  It is limited below by the transition to 
ductile deformation of minerals.  In practice, it usually 
spans from about 3-5 km below surface down to 15-20 
km (deeper in areas of low geotherms, like subduction 
zones).   
 
The seismogenic zone is where faults lock (a control 
on the strength of the crust), rupture or creep during 
earthquakes and slow slip, and later heal, by a 
combination of solution creep, vein precipitation and 
compaction.  Fault slip may create permeable 
pathways that allow rapid fluid transport - facilitating 
the creation of ore deposits.  These are all processes 
we can observe remotely from our position on the 
surface - using seismology and GPS to infer the 

motions below - but these methods don't show us what is happening on the key scales within faults. 
 
Every fault in the history of the earth has had (or will have) its last earthquake.  Once inactive, these 
seismogenic structures are exhumed to earth's surface.  My research involves seeking out superlative 
examples of these exhumed faults, mapping them on all possible scales, and studying the mineralogy and 
brittle and ductile rock fabrics which develop and evolve over the seismic cycle.  
 
This research can take a lot of forms.  During my PhD work in Alaska, I discovered a previously 
unknown type of tectonic pseudotachylyte which forms in low-grade metasediments.  The last several 
years, I've been working in the foreland thrust belt of the Damara Orogen in Namibia, where earthquakes 
cut through platform sediments 500 million years ago.  Since coming to McGill I've begun work on shear 
zones and gold deposits in the Superior Province, and I am representing Canada on the International 
Ocean Drilling Program Expedition 343, where we will drill into the toe of the accretionary wedge to 
reach the fault which ruptured in the March 11, 2011 Tohoku Earthquake.   
 



 
 
My first love is field work and I love to take students to remote and interesting places.  This year I taught 
Tectonics, and next year I'm looking forward to teaching Field School and a graduate level course in 
Earthquakes with another new faculty member, Yajing Liu.   
 

Rock on! 
Christie Rowe 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Vincent van Hinsberg – Assistant Professor 
Osisko Faculty Scholar 

 
The abundance of water on Earth has a profound 
impact on how our planet operates: aqueous fluids 
facilitate melting and subduction, and hence plate 
tectonics, control the redistribution of elements to make 
ore deposits, and determine the availability of (trace) 
element nutrients to life. Knowledge of the 
compositions of these fluids is therefore essential. 
Unfortunately, direct fluid samples are rare, especially 
for deep in the Earth and for its earliest history. 
However, minerals with preserved compositions are 
readily available, sampling environments to more than 
200 km depth and back to at least 4.2 billion years ago. 
Minerals capture a fingerprint of the associated fluid by 
element exchange, and in my research I investigate 
how to read this mineral record.  
 
To translate the composition of a mineral to that of the 
fluid from which it formed requires data on element 
partitioning between minerals and fluids at conditions 
relevant to their environment. Only very limited 
partitioning data are available, so an important 

component of my research is the experimental determination of partition coefficients at elevated 
temperatures and pressures, and for varying fluid compositions. However, collecting such data for all 
environments of interest would take me, and my students, forever, so I try to understand the processes 
behind element partitioning, allowing for extrapolation and prediction of partitioning. I use Lattice-Strain 
Theory for this, which links an element’s partitioning to its charge and radius mismatch in the mineral 
lattice. This idea actually goes back to Victor Goldschmidt, who recognised that elements of equal charge 
and similar radius will more readily substitute in a crystal structure than elements that are widely 
different. Hence, elements with large mismatch end up in the fluid, whereas those that fit, prefer the 
mineral. With huge improvements in our ability to computationally simulate crystal lattices, we can now 
predict what this mismatch will be, and this approach will likely become an important direction in my 
future research.  
 
An understanding of partitioning is clearly key, but it is the application to natural samples that provides 
the insights into the Earth that makes this interesting. My favourite mineral “probe” in this respect is 
tourmaline. This boro-silicate phase is one of the more common accessory minerals and is found in 
igneous and metamorphic rocks, ore deposits and even in slags from waste incineration. Its properties 
make it an ideal recorder of its environment, and with negligible diffusion it is one of the few minerals 
that can hang on to this information. Moreover, tourmaline commonly grows throughout the history of its 
host rock and can provide a full geological history, as illustrated in the cartoon. We can already read the 
temperature record, and I’m now working on constraining pressures and fluid compositions as well. 
 



To conduct this research, I am building a new hydrothermal experimental lab in the basement of FDA, 
which should be up and running in a few months, ready for my students and myself to work on 
understanding element partitioning and reconstructing the fluids involved in greenstone gold formation, 
dehydration during subduction, and controlling ocean water composition through mid-ocean ridge water-
rock interaction (to name but a few). If you want to follow our progress, please visit our webpage, which 
will be launched in the coming weeks and can be reached through my faculty page on the EPS website.  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Figure captions: 

(in the field in Chile) 
 

Cartoon of a multigenerational tourmaline that 
encountered various geological processes and 
environments. From the inside outward, the 
grain contains: a rounded detrital core that 

formed by crystallization from a melt (stage 1) 
and was subsequently weathered (stage 2); 
diagenetic growth on this relict core in a 

sedimentary basin (stage 3); prograde 
metamorphic growth (stage 4); retrograde 

metasomatic growth owing to input of boron in 
fluids from a cooling pluton (stage 5); and 

growth in extensional brittle fractures 
associated with ore formation (stage 6). Figure 

modified after van Hinsberg et al., 2011, 
Elements 7, 327-332. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Field Trips 
 

WILLY TRIP: COLOMBIA  
February 10-26, 2012 

 
Top row, from left: Sam Scher, Patrick Beaudry, Willy Williams-Jones, Christopher Morris, Ian Carvalho-Campos, Taylor Combaluzier, 
Alexander Timofeev, Adrien Iredale, Eric Macdonald, Pier-Alexandre Paré, Iké Green-nault. Middle row, from left: Maryon Strugstad, 

Alexandra LaRue, Kassandra Del Greco, Michelle Vokaty, Matthew Simons, Eleanor Berryman, Laura Barreto, Sarah Rathay, Christine Do. 
Front: Dayne Anderson. 

 

 
From February 10th to 26th, twenty students from the Earth and Planetary Sciences department from all 
levels of study, including U1s and graduate students, explored the Republic of Colombia. Our trip 
consisted of a loop around the central cordillera. Along the way we visited an array of environments that 
told a story of Colombia’s rich geological history. 
 
After spending a night in Bogotá, we headed north, driving past spectacular interbedded limestones and 
shales to Chivor, the ancient emerald mining district. In Chivor, we took a guided tour of one of the many 
emerald mines and learned about the rocks that make this black shale hosted emerald deposit unique 
compared to the more common porphyry hosted emerald deposits. After all the girls were given 
complimentary emeralds from the locals, we visited the workshop of an artisanal jeweler who showed us 
how he facets the stones for sale. 
 



On our way south, we visited Zipaquirá, the home of salt mines that host underground cathedrals. Here 
we saw halite-dominated evaporite deposits with brecciated shale horizons. Regional tectonics had folded 
the rock creating fantastic structures that emphasized the competence difference between the salt and the 
shale. 
 
After spending the night in a cloud forest in Chicaque, we drove further south along the eastern side of the 
central cordillera to the Tatacoa micro-desert. The rain shadow from the cordillera created this marvelous 
environment where we learned about desert varnish and peneplanation while exploring this painted 
landscape. 
 

 
  
Next up was the archaeological highlight of the trip: Tierradentro. On the way to visit these marvelous 
pre-Colombian hypogea, we walked up a pyroclastic flow where we discovered pyroclastic fragments, 
pumice, and flow banding. 
 
By Friday we had reached Puracé volcano, our southernmost destination. We had the opportunity to tour 
the epithermal sulfur deposit that surrounds the volcano and observe heavily altered volcanic rocks with 
only traces of their original phenocrysts preserved. The hydrothermal fluids responsible for the alteration 
left behind amazing cross-cutting vein networks that could be observed bending their way around blocks 
of volcanic rock. Although only sulfur is currently being exploited, the discovery of pyrite led us to 
wonder about the potential of invisible gold in the area… 
 
After a long drive north along the western side of the central cordillera, we arrived at Nevada del Ruiz, an 
active volcano found in the middle of the continental arc produced by subduction volcanism. In this park, 
sitting above 4500m, we looked at the andesites and the 25km2 glacier, climbed to the crater of one of the 
smaller peaks, examined a massive ignimbrite that cross-cut the widespread volcanic succession and 



walked in the valley carved out by a lahar that killed 22 000 people in the town of Armero after Ruiz’s 
1985 eruption. We also visited the Ingeominas volcano observatory in Manizales and learned about the 
many ways that scientists keep their eyes on Ruiz, the sleeping lion of the central cordillera. 
 

 
 

On the way north to Titiribi, home of the Sunward Resources gold exploration camp, we visited the 
coffee producing town of Aguadas where we learned how coffee goes from a bean on a plant in a 
farmer’s field to a cup. At the gold exploration camp, we were given a detailed lecture on the regional 
geology with a guide through the drill core from the area and a visit to an inactive drill site.  
 
On the return trip to Bogotá, we stopped in Armero to see the ruins of the devastated town. The doorways 
of abandoned homes were filled halfway with soil and the visit resonated with the message that although 
Ruiz’s eruption was comparatively small, the melting of the glacier proved to be tremendously 
devastating and still presents a large volcanic hazard. 
 
Overall, the 2012 Willy Trip was packed to the brim with exciting experiences that took full advantage of 
Colombia’s diverse geology. From 42°C days in the micro-desert to -2°C nights camping on the breath-
taking (literally) Nevada del Ruiz, this trip was definitely one to remember. 

 
 
 
 



VOLCANOES OF ITALY  
February 17-26, 2012 

 
I teach a high-level Volcanology class to our undergraduate and graduate students. During the course I 
take the students on fieldtrips so that they may experience geology in action: pulsating, live volcanoes. 
This year we saw that it wasn’t too expensive to go to Italy, so we went to visit three classic Italian 
volcanoes: Vesuvius, Etna, and Stromboli. 
 
Our group of 17 intrepid explorers left Montreal on a KLM night flight to Amsterdam and thence to 
Rome. By the next evening we were nestled in our hostel in Pompeii, where exactly 1,933 years ago 
people had cowered in the same place as they experienced the terror of the intense AD 79 explosive 
eruption of Vesuvius, eventually succumbing to the eruption as pumice stones rained down on the them, 
collapsing the roofs of their houses and killing some of the inhabitants. The rest were finished off by 
superheated pyroclastic flows burning and asphyxiating them. 
 

 
 
Our first day was spent exploring the Naples area, with dormant, snow-covered Vesuvius looming above 
us and the active caldera system of Campi Flegrei showing its colours north of Stromboli. Professor 
Giovanni Orsi, a noted expert in the area, gave us an overview of both systems, and we finished the day 
by exploring Solfatera, an active geothermal system hosted in a recently formed crater within Campi 
Flegrei. We spent the second day investigating the ruins of Pompeii and Herculaneum. Whereas Pompeii 



was wiped out early on during the AD 79 eruption mainly by pumice falling on the town, the inhabitants 
of Herculaneum were spared this, only to be devastated later on by lethal pyroclastic density currents 
which swept through the town, filling the houses with ash and cooking the inhabitants within. Because of 
these differences, entire houses including roofs and interior artwork are preserved in Herculaneum, while 
Pompeii suffered extensive roof damage and collapse. On our last day we illegally climbed the volcano. It 
was closed due to the unusually high snowfall in the area, but we ignored this and just went up. As we 
climbed, we noted the caldera of Somma which partially surrounds the cone of Vesuvius and which 
partially protects the flanks of the volcano from pyroclastic flows. This caldera is modified during each 
large eruption of the volcano. On the summit, we were rewarded by a spectacular crater, steaming just a 
bit. We congratulated ourselves while taking pictures, examining the remarkably crystal-rich alkaline 
volcanic rocks, and engaging in other associated horseplay. We asked ourselves the million-euro 
question: when will be the next eruption of this fantastically dangerous volcano, and how much warning 
will it give? 
 

 
That afternoon we did a long drive down the leg of Italy to the Sicilian boot, where we crossed the Strait 
of Messina on a car ferry in dreadful wet weather. In fact, it was the start of an intense 24-hour storm, the 
likes of which hadn’t been seen for five years (or so the locals told us). We were suitably impressed. Late 
that night, we reached our hotel, the brilliant Pensione 4 Stagione, where we were warmly received by 
Francesco and his family and ate a magnificent plate of pasta with a serious dose of wine. 
 



The next morning we awoke in darkness to the howling storm and made our way to the nearby port of 
Milazzo to catch the ferry to Stromboli. But with waves crashing over the jetty, no ferries dared rise to the 
challenge of the stormy seas (although we were ready!), so we convened an ad hoc espresso-powered 
breakfast and modified our plans to travel to Etna. 
 

 
 

Etna is one of the world’s grand volcanoes. Looming high over the surrounding Sicilian countryside, it 
erupts frequently from its complex crater system and from fissures which open along its flanks. Through 
the storm we made our way up a steep mountain road above the town of Zafferana Etnea on the eastern 
flanks of the volcano. We reached a high point in rain, wind, and fog beyond which we could go no 
farther due to large amounts of snow. Here we explored the recent blocky lavas of the volcano. Further 
down the mountain, as the storm began to break up and the skies started to clear, we explored the frontal 
regions of the lava flow which had nearly reached Zafferana in 1991-1992. Here we saw numerous lava 
breakouts, local flow fronts, and low-level fumarolic activity. After a night in the historic and precipitous 
town of Taormina, we approached Etna from the south side, climbing to the snowline and hiking across 
lava flows which had been emplaced only several years previously. These fresh flows were still hot and 
steaming, with hydrothermal activity focused in several locations. 
 



That evening we finally caught 
our ferry to Stromboli, a high-
speed hydrofoil which whisked 
us to the island volcano in 
about an hour. At this time of 
year, the town of Stromboli is 
quiet and peaceful, contrasting 
with the violent explosions of 
the volcano directly above. We 
organized ourselves and set out 
on a night hike to a high point 
in order to observe the 
incandescent eruptions. After 
walking in circles and getting 
lost in the streets of Stromboli, 
we sorted ourselves out, 
climbed partway up the 
volcano, and watched the show that the volcano was putting on for us. Violent strombolian eruptions 
erupted every 30 minutes or so, driven by gas slugs rising in the conduit beneath, and incandescent 
material was sprayed around the vent and rolled down the flanks of the volcano. The eruptions resembled 
jets which periodically shot upwards several tens of meters. Fantastic indeed. 
 
The next morning we climbed the volcano with our guide Mario Protti of Magmatrek. Wearing only thin 
plastic helmets to protect us, we ventured upward into the abyss and...a massive cloud which hung over 
the summit. At the top, we could see nothing but we felt the shake and roar of nearby explosions. 
Terrifying stuff, but we made it up and down mostly in one piece. Interestingly, at the summit we met a 
group of Italian and English television people who were making an ad for skis. Ski down Stromboli?? 
Well, maybe next year... 
 
In one short week we saw three classic volcanoes, each distinctive in its eruptive style. We saw how 
humans live and co-exist with active volcanoes. And we enjoyed the marvelous flavour and culture that is 
Italy. We thank the Department immensely for helping defray costs of the trip and look forward to our 
next volcano adventure soon. 
 

John Stix 
Professor of Volcanology 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 



WEST TEXAS and NEW MEXICO 
Capitan Reef/Delaware Basin 

February 18-25, 2012 
 
 

As part of EPSC 425 (Sediments to Sequences) and a coupled graduate course on sedimentary basins, 14 
undergraduate students, 5 graduate students, and T.H. Clark Chair, Galen Halverson,  traveled to West 
Texas and southeast New Mexico in late February to visit the world famous late Permian Capitan Reef 
complex of the Delaware Basin. This Shell Canada-sponsored field trip was the first of what we hope will 
be regular winter mid-semester break sedimentology excursions for advanced undergraduate and graduate 
students in EPS.  
 

 
Late afternoon view of El Capitan from highway 62/180, 

just outside Guadalupe Mountains National Park 

 
 
The trip began with an early Saturday morning flight to DFW, and onward connection to El Paso, Texas. 
Our flight arrived late, so by the time we were packed into our rental vans and stocked up on food an 
other supplies, the day was nearly over. Neverthless, we made it to our group camp site at Pine Springs 
Campground on the southeastern side of Guadalupe National Park. We spent our first two days at the park 
on the famed McIntrick Canyon Permian Reef Trail, where, following in the footsteps of many spring 
break geology groups before us, we traversed the transition from the toe-of-slope to the shelf crest. 
Cephalopod fossils, fusillinid coquinas, debris flow breccias, and bioturbated lime muds were just some 
of the many highlights of the trail. By the end of the seccond day, the students had completed an 
unparalled introduction to carbonate sedimentology and Permian paleontology.  
 

 



Lunch on the McIntrick Canyon Permian Reef Trail 

 
 
On day 3, students split into two groups to take in the expanse of the Capitan Reef complex. The larger 
group tackled Guadalupe Peak, which at 2667 m, is the highest point in Texas. The smaller group 
traversed from camp, into the basinal deposits with turbidite sand lobes and organic-rich source beds, and 
up to the base of El Capitan. The next two days were spent exploring the reef crest and back reef 
environments around Whites City and Carlsbad, NM. Carlsbad Caverns, was of course, a highlight. 
Occasional acrobatic tumbles into prickly pear cactuses provided additional diversion. But it was the last 
stop in the Deleware Basin, where we we saw a bitumen-impregnated vuggy lagoonal dolostone, that was 
perhaps the most instructive, as it made clear why so many geologists had come to study these rocks 
before us—and why there are so many oil wells around Carlsbad! 
 
We concluded our fantastic week in West Texas and New Mexico by climbing the picturesque 
Sacramento Mountains, then descending rapidly into the Alamagordo plain. Before returning to El Paso, 
we stopped at White Sands National Monument, where students, TAs, and the instructor walked and 

frolicked in the gypsum 
sands for an afternoon. 
I am sure that between 
jumps and slides down 
the lee sides of the 
dunes, all of the 
students took careful 
note of the fossilized 
cross-bedding in the 
interdunes, which 
looked as much like the 
tread marks of an 
offroad vehicle. Later 

that evening, after much needed showers and changes of clothes, we celebrated a succesful field trip with 
a large dinner of enchiladas, tacos al pastor, and other mexican fare that is difficult to find in Montreal.  



In Memoriam 
 

 
John A. Elson (1923 – 2010) 
 

It is with sadness that we announce the death of retired professor John Elson on June 10th, 2010. 
John was born in Kaiting, China of missionary parents and came to Canada in 1927.  He lived in Alberta 
until 1929, then moved to southwestern Ontario in 1929.  He received his B.Sc degree from University of 
Western Ontario in June 1945.  John went on to complete two M.Sc. degrees – a M.Sc. degree in physical 
geography from McMaster University in October 1947, and a M.S. degree in geology from Yale 
University in June 1950.  He then completed his Ph.D. degree entitled “Surficial Geology of the Tiger 
Hills Region, Manitoba, Canada” at Yale University in June 1956. John began his career at McGill in 
1956 as an Assistant Professor.  His teaching included such courses as Geomorphology, Engineering 
Geology, Geomorphology, Photogeology and Quaternary geology.  During his tenure at McGill, he also 
acted as departmental Director of Graduate Studies.  John is survived by his wife, Jeanne Bridgman 
Hickey whom he married on January 4, 1957.  They had two children – Sarah (Sally) born in November 
1958 and Rebecca (Becky) born in January 1960 (deceased).   

 
 
 

Hans J. Hofmann (1936-2010) 
 

It is with great sadness that we announce the sudden passing of Hans J. 
Hofmann at his home on Wednesday, May 19, 2010. Beloved husband of 49 
years to Eva, loving father of Wendy (Mark) and Thomas, and cherished Opa 
to Noah, he will also be greatly missed by his brother Frank (Margaret-Joan), 
brothers-in-law Ralph (Mary) and Reiner (Dina), nieces and nephews, 
extended family, friends and colleagues in the scientific community. Hans 
was a paleontologist, world-renowned for his pioneering discoveries of 
fossils that have illuminated life's early evolution. He was Professor Emeritus 
at Université de Montreal, and Adjunct Professor at McGill University and 
the Redpath Museum. During a career that spanned five decades, he received 
numerous honours and awards, including medals from The Geological 

Association of Canada, The Royal Society of Canada and The National Academy of Sciences of the 
United States of America. Hans will be remembered for his devotion to his family, his passion for 
geology and his love of the outdoors (whether in travel or "in the field"). His hobbies included computers 
and genealogy, which when combined, resulted in a truly remarkable family tree for his wife's 
Allalemdjian clan. A memorial service will be held on Saturday, May 29, 2010 at 12 p.m. at the Birks 
Heritage Chapel, McGill University (3520, rue University). In lieu of flowers, donations made in Hans' 
memory to the McGill University Department of Earth & Planetary Sciences would be greatly appreciated 
(www.alumni.mcgill.ca/aoc/online-giving/). 
 

 



André E. Lalonde (1955-2012) 
It is with profound sadness that we share the news 
that  André E. Lalonde (Ph.D. ’86), passed away on 
December 21, 2012 from cancer. 
   A dedicated professor, first-rate scholar and skillful 
administrator, André shared his enthusiasm and 
passion for minerology and geology, and brightened 
the lives of his colleagues, students and friends for 
more than 25 years.  André built bridges across 
disciplines and instilled a strong sense of community 

within an ever growing Faculty of Science.  Committed to enhancing education and research, he was the 
driving force behind making the University of Ottawa an international hub for photonics research and was 
instrumental in making the Advanced Research Complex (ARC) a reality.  We have lost an important and 
deeply committed member of our community who will be greatly missed.   A memorial service at the 
University of Ottawa in André’s honour, celebrating the remarkable man and his many trememdous 
achievements, will be announce shortly.  On behalf of the University community, we wish to offer our 
most sincere condolences to André’s wife, Ms. Lesia Zalusky, and his children Lara, Stefan and Eric. 
 
 
 
Eric W. Mountjoy (1931-2010) 
 

Professor Emeritus McGill University Eric died peacefully at home, on 
Friday, June 18, 2010, surrounded by his dearly beloved wife, Anita Cheyne 
and loved ones. He is survived by his brother, Anthony, and lovingly 
remembered by his extended families, friends and colleagues around the 
world. Eric was a distinguished Canadian geologist, explorer and university 
professor. He was renowned for his contributions to the understanding of 
sedimentary carbonate rocks, particularly Devonian carbonate rocks like 
those which contained some of the largest oil fields in Alberta, and also for 
his pioneering geological exploration and geological maps and cross sections 
of parts of the Canadian Rockies, particularly in the region of Jasper National 
Park and Mount Robson. Eric was a nurturing and inspiring professor at 

McGill University, and a mentor to more than fifty graduate research students and post-doctoral fellows. 
He was a Fellow of the Royal Society of Canada and he was awarded the Logan Medal by the Geological 
Association of Canada, the Douglas Medal by the Canadian Society of Petroleum Geologists, and the 
Pettijohn Medal by the Society for Sedimentary Geology. In addition to his scientific achievements, Eric's 
long term commitments included his service with the United Church of Canada, as a member of 
Mountainside United Church and Montreal Presbytery, as well as his involvement with McGill 
Chaplaincy. A Memorial Service will be held on Saturday, June 26, 2010 at 11 a.m. in St. James United 
Church, 463 Ste. Catherine Street West, Montreal, followed by a reception in the Church Hall. Donations 
in Eric's memory can be made to the Department of Earth and Planetary Sciences, McGill University or 
the MUHC Palliative Care Service, Montreal General Hospital, Montreal. 
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