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Abstract:  
In 2000, Ethiopia’s government passed a law increasing the minimum age of marriage from 15 to 18 for 
girls without exceptions. We evaluated the impact of the law on adolescent reproductive health indicators 
and newborn mortality rates. We used difference-in-differences (DID) and the synthetic control method 
(SCM) to compare cohort trends in Ethiopia to those in comparison countries. Implementation of the law 
was associated with a 9 percentage point reduction in risk of adolescent birth for exposed cohorts, an 8 
percentage point reduction in child marriage, and a 10 percentage point reduction in sexual initiation before 
age 18 in SCM models. Implementation of the law was not significantly associated with risk of termination 
of pregnancy, unmet need for contraception, infant mortality rates, or neonatal mortality rates. Results were 
consistent across SCM and DID models. We discuss possible mechanisms and policy implications.   
 
Bio:  
Slawa Rokicki is a Visiting Scientist at the Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health and a post-doctoral 
fellow in health economics at the Geary Institute for Public Policy at University College Dublin. She has a 
Ph.D. in Health Policy from Harvard University, with a concentration in Evaluative Sciences and Statistics. 
Dr. Rokicki applies a mixed-methods approach to research questions in the areas of reproductive, maternal, 
and child health. Her focus is on the development and evaluation of programs and policies to improve 
women's health throughout the life course.     


