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ABSTRACT: 

This presentation will summarize recent 
findings on first-episode psychotic disor-
der among migrant groups in Ontario. 
Research using population-based data 
suggest that these groups have an in-
creased risk of developing a psychotic 
illness, face disparities in access to psy-
chiatric treatment and more aversive 
contacts with services, and are per-
ceived to exhibit different symptom and 
behavior profiles at first hospitalization.  
 

OBJECTIVES: 

1. To discuss the epidemiology of psy-
chotic disorders among migrant groups 
in Ontario; 
 
2. To describe the disparities faced by 
these groups when accessing psychiatric 
treatment;  

 
3. To highlight perceived differences in 
clinical presentation for migrant groups 
at first hospitalization for psychotic disor-
der.  

BIO: 

Dr. Kelly Anderson is a Canada Re-
search Chair in Public Mental Health 
Research, and an Associate Professor 
and Graduate Chair in the Department of 
Epidemiology & Biostatistics at Western 
University. She received her PhD in Epi-
demiology from McGill University, and 
completed a post-doctoral fellowship at 
the Centre for Addiction and Mental 
Health in Toronto. Dr. Anderson is an 
Adjunct Scientist at the Institute for  
Clinical Evaluative Sciences (ICES), as 
well as an Associate Scientist at the  
Children’s Health Research Institute and 
the Lawson Research Institute. She is 
the principal investigator on a Project 

Grant from CIHR (2017) and holds an 
Early Researcher Award from the  
Ontario Ministry of Research, Innovation, 
and Science (2018). She is also a past 
recipient of a New Investigator Fellow-
ship from the Ontario Mental Health 
Foundation (2015). 
 
Dr. Anderson leads a research program 
in mental public health, and her research 
interests lie at the intersection of popula-
tion health and health services research. 
She is interested in the risk, course, and 
outcome of mental illness for different 
population groups, as well as in the  
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first-episode psychosis and early inter-
vention services.  

THE DEPARTMENT OF EPIDEMIOLOGY, BIOSTATISTICS AND OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH, - SEMINAR SERIES IS A SELF-APPROVED  

GROUP LEARNING ACTIVITY (SECTION 1) AS DEFINED BY THE MAINTENANCE OF CERTIFICATION PROGRAM OF THE ROYAL COLLEGE  

OF PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS OF CANADA 

www.mcgill.ca/epi-biostat-occh/news-events/seminars/epidemiology 

EPIDEMIOLOGY SEMINAR / WINTER 2021 

https://mcgill.zoom.us/j/89559494033?pwd=RjdwZjJrajFUa3IrVUI4SXl6d2kyUT09
http://www.mcgill.ca/epi-biostat-occh/news-events/seminars/epidemiology

