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ALL ARE WELCOME 

ABSTRACT 

Chronic obstructive pulmonary disease 
(COPD) is a leading cause of morbidity and 
mortality worldwide. Smoking tobacco is a 
major COPD risk factor, but despite decades 
of declining smoking rates in many countries, 
the corresponding burden of COPD has not 
declined substantially. Furthermore, only a 
minority of lifetime smokers develop COPD, 
and up to 30% of COPD occurs in never 
smokers. While other factors have been 
linked to COPD (e.g., environmental pollu-
tants, asthma), much of the variation in COPD 
risk remains unexplained. Leveraging deeply 
phenotyped prospective cohort data that in-
cludes state-of-the-art imaging, genetics, and 
physiology, I will try convince you of a novel 
developmental risk factor for COPD that sur-
passes tobacco and other established risk 

factors.  

 

 

OBJECTIVES 

1. To gain a practical understanding of 
chronic obstructive pulmonary disease - 
a lesser known but leading cause of 
death worldwide;  

2. To appreciate the potential for which 
contemporary epidemiological cohorts 
can be used to test hypotheses that are 
both mechanistic and relevant to popula-
tion health;  

3. To gain exposure to methods of compar-
ing the relative ‘importance’ of a novel 
risk factor with established risk factors.  
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