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• About 32,000 people were homeless in Canada on a given 

night, according to a point-in-time count conducted in 

early 2018.

• If homelessness is to be reduced to near zero, Approaches 

such as Housing First need to be complemented with 

preventative interventions. 

• 30% of the approximately 60,000 people released annually 

from prison are at risk of homelessness upon release, as 

per a recent estimate by the John Howard Society.

Background

• Primary Interest of the CWG:

Homelessness Prevention for people being released from 

correctional institutions. 

• Guiding question for the literature review:

“What do we know about policies or programs that prevent 

people leaving correctional institutions from becoming 

homeless?”

Methods
➢ 8 of the 14 studies of interest had features of Critical Time Intervention 

(CTI). CTI is a three-step process initially designed for patients transitioning 

out of mental care facilities. Its design is well-suited for the difficult transition 

back into the community.

➢ Early linkage with community services and comprehensive needs-based pre-

release planning for releasees is a key mechanism for the successful 

transition from prison into the community.

➢ Of all the studies, there were none who primarily/exclusively focused on 

homelessness prevention for releasees. Instead, they would focus on 

reducing recidivism or providing continuity of care for releasees. 

Results

Implications

➢ The complex relationship between homelessness, crime, recidivism, and 

mental illness must be considered when designing an intervention for any of 

these issues.

➢ Programs like CTI are well suited for the prison release setting, especially 

when combined with pre-release planning and early linkage of clients with 

community services (mental health, addiction, housing, and employment)

➢ Effective pre-release planning and early-linkage with necessary community 

services, will require better planning from the judicial sector concerning 

release dates and early-access for intervention staff

➢ Clear lack of programs specific to homelessness prevention for people leaving 

prison, instead the primary focus is on recidivism. Limitations 
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Host Organization
• The Quebec Homelessness Policy Collaborative (Q-HPPC) 

is a joint initiative between the Old Mission Brewery and 

the Institute for Health and Social Policy of McGill 

University. 

• The Corrections Working Group (CWG) was one of five 

working groups set up to investigate homelessness 

prevention concerning a pathway into homelessness.

• The pathway investigated by the CWG was that of leaving 

a correctional facility.

• There is an issue of generalizability, as 9 articles (64%) were 
from the U.S.A., three (22%) were from the U.K., 1 (7%) from 
Ireland and, 1 (7%) from Australia. No articles were from 
Canada.

• The studies of interest are incredibly diverse in their study 
designs and objectives making it hard to find general trends 
across them. As a result, much pertinent information is left 
out which could be of interest to different audiences. 


