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Abstract: 
This will be a lecture about Ronald A. Fisher and his life at a few key moments of discovery. It also will 
address some recent controversy regarding his connection with eugenics, a controversy that led to the 
recent precipitous action of changing the name of the Fisher Lecture at the meetings of the Statistical 
Societies. 
 
Bio: 
Stephen M. Stigler received his PhD in Statistics from the University of California, Berkeley, with a 
dissertation on the asymptotic distribution of linear functions of order statistics. He taught at the University 
of Wisconsin, Madison, then in 1979 he moved to the University of Chicago where he has taught ever since.  
During the 1980s his research emphasis moved to the history of statistics, and he has published three 
books, The History of Statistics (1986), Statistics on the Table (1999), and The Seven Pillars of Statistical 
Wisdom, all published by Harvard University Press.  A recent research focus has been upon the way the 
work of Francis Galton on the statistics of inheritance led to the creation of modern multivariate analysis 
and made a true Bayesian inference possible, and on how R. A. Fisher’s transformation of Karl Pearson’s 
path breaking research led to a modern period of statistical enlightenment. 
Stigler is an elected member of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences and of the American 
Philosophical Society; he has served as President of the Institute of Mathematical Statistics and of the 
International Statistical Institute. In 2005 he received the Humboldt Foundation Research Award.; in 2010 
he was elected Membre Associé of the Académie royale de Belgique, Classe des Sciences.  Stigler served 
as Theory and Methods Editor for the Journal of the American Statistical Association 1979-1982. 


