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Postdoctoral Opportunity 

 

SECTION OF CANCER SURVEILLANCE 
 
The Section of Cancer Surveillance (CSU) at the International Agency for Research on Cancer, the 
specialized cancer agency of the World Health Organization (WHO), is currently seeking 
applications for post-doctoral Researchers to join the section. One of the core tasks of the Section 
of Cancer Surveillance (CSU) is the systematic and ongoing collection, collation and analysis of the 
burden of cancer. Using routine data sources, particularly cancer registry data, CSU is developing 
several projects that aim to develop evidence-based estimates to quantify the contribution of risk 
factors on the burden of cancer. In this framework, CSU is working in collaborations with National 
Agencies and Research Institutes in France to develop a framework to set priorities for national 

cancer control, through:  
 

• quantification of the current burden of cancer in France linked to major cancer risk factors; 
• development of an overall framework of population-attributable fraction with specific focus 

on multiple  risk factors; 
• illustration of the potential impact of intervention programmes on the burden of cancer; and 
• supporting the evidence for long-term effectiveness of primary and secondary prevention. 

 
A postdoctoral opportunity is available to participate in a project that is fundamental to the setting 

of priorities in national cancer control planning in France. The project involves quantification of the 

contribution of various risk factors to the burden of cancer thereby assessing the potential for 

prevention. It will combine epidemiological methodologies with statistical modelling of geographical 

and temporal data on cancer incidence and cancer risk factors available at the regional and national 

level.  

A postdoctoral opportunity is available for 12 months with a possibility of an extension for an 
additional 18 months (total duration of the project 36 months). The researcher will be based in 
Lyon, France. 
 
The successful candidate would ideally have: 

• a PhD in biostatistics, epidemiology or public health. 
• experience with population databases and statistical packages e.g. STATA 
• fluency in English and/or in French 

 
The current IARC postdoctoral stipend is Euro 2750 per month. The cost of travel for the 
postdoctoral scientist, and in certain circumstances for dependants, will be met, a dependant’s 
allowance paid, and health insurance covered. 
 
Interested candidates are invited to contact Dr Isabelle Soerjomataram with informal inquiries 
(email: soerjomatarami@iarc.fr).  
 



Applicants should send their CV, including a list of publications and a description of previous 
research experience and a motivation letter, as well as the names and addresses of two academic 
referees, to: 
 
Ms Katiuska Veselinovic 
Section of Cancer Information 
150 cours Albert Thomas 
69372 Lyon 
FRANCE 
Email: veselinovick@iarc.fr 

The deadline for applications is 15th March 2015 and interviews for the short-listed candidates will 

be held on 23rd-24th March 2015. 

 

 


