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The Reluctant Hero by Carol Libman (1956)

Jeff Conway: Jahlani Knorren*
Marge Taylor: Kathleen Stavert* 

Peter Murphy: Rahul Gandhi*
Mr. Paulson: Kym Dominique-Ferguson* 

The Reluctant Hero is read with the permission of the Ottawa Little 
Theatre.

Coldsnap by Linda Ghan (1979)

Preston: Kym Dominique-Ferguson* 

Coldsnap is read with the kind permission of the estate of Linda 
Ghan.

*The participation of these Artists is arranged by permission of 
Canadian Actors’ Equity Association under the provisions of the 

Dance•Opera•Theatre Policy.



The Reluctant Hero by Carol Libman (1956)

Synopsis: Following an accident inside a mine, one man is 
credited with saving the lives of his fellow workers. As a media 
circus erupts around him, Peter Murphy grows increasingly 
uncomfortable with the way his story is portrayed in the press. 
What determines whether or not someone is a hero? And whose 
decision is it to make?

ABOUT Carol Libman (1929 - )

Carol Libman, born in Montreal, began her writing career at the 
Montreal Gazette. Published in several newspapers, magazines, 
and produced on stage, she has acted as publicist for theatres, 
and cultural and community organizations, and has worked in 
radio. She has supported the flourishing of Canadian drama, 
and Montreal dramatists in particular, as a founding member of 
Playwrights’ Workshop Montréal, the first play-development centre 
in Canada. 

Winner of the 1956 Ottawa Little Theatre National One-Act 
Playwriting Competition, The Reluctant Hero is the first of 
Libman’s many plays. When she relocated to Toronto in the 
mid-1980s, Playwright’s Workshop Montréal honoured her by 
establishing the Carol Libman Resource Centre (Playwrights Guild 
of Canada). Involved in Toronto theatre since moving there, she 
is an active member of the New Play Development Group of the 
Alumnae Theatre, and a member of The Playwrights Guild of 
Canada, the Dramatists Guild and Theatre Ontario. 



Coldsnap by Linda Ghan (1979)

Synopsis: Preston, an immigrant from Jamaica, must get married 
to his partner, Kathy, in order to stay in Canada. While he waits for 
her to arrive, he questions his motives, his desire to get married, 
and the expectations of his family and friends. In tracing his 
experience as an immigrant, Preston is torn between the future he 
envisions and the past he has left behind.

ABOUT Linda Ghan (1947 - 2010)

Linda Ghan was a playwright, novelist, journalist, and educator 
who grew up in Saskatchewan, before moving first to Jamaica and 
then to Montreal where she was an instructor of creative writing 
at Concordia University. Black Theatre Workshop staged two of 
her plays, Coldsnap and Muhla the Fair One, an adaptation of a 
West African folktale for young audiences. Her novels, A Gift of 
the Sky (1989) and Sosi (2006) were warmly received. Committed to 
supporting and cultivating the English-speaking writing community 
in Montreal, she served a term as President of the Federation of 
English Writers of Quebec before moving in 1996 to Japan. Linda 
Ghan was a member of the Playwrights Guild of Canada. 

Biographies written by Hannah Cheslock.



THANKS to:

Pascale Théorêt-Groulx for designing the posters and programmes; 
Marilla Steuter-Martin for preparing promotional materials 
and programmes; Hannah Cheslock for researching and writing 
the author biographies; and Corinne Deeley for her production 
guidance and her supervision of the student stage-managers. 

Bon spectacle!


