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The Bag of Earth by Wilfrid Werry (1967)

Abraham Fleishman: Bill Rowat* 
Esther Fleishman: Felicia Shulman*
Joseph Fleishman: Nick Carpenter*

Moses Levin: Davide Chiazzese*
Rachel Levin: Sarah Culkin* 

DR. Hyamn Schwartz: Michel Perron* 
Marcus Friedman: Brian Dooley*

The Bag of Earth is read tonight with the permission of the Ottawa 
Little Theatre.

Dispossessed by Aviva Ravel (1976)

Seymour Jacoby: Brian Dooley* 
Benjie Abrams: Davide Chiazzese* 
Roochel Abrams: Felicia Shulman* 

Dispossessed is read with the permission of the author and the 
Playwrights’ Guild of Canada.

*The participation of these Artists is arranged by permission of 
Canadian Actors’ Equity Association under the provisions of the 

Dance•Opera•Theatre Policy.



The Bag of Earth by Wilfrid Watson Werry (1967)

Synopsis: A tailor, Abe, waits for his grandson, Isaac, to return 
from Israel with a bag of dirt. Abe’s wish is to be buried with the 
dirt, as it represents a piece of the Holy Land. Isaac is sent on this 
mission, in a sense, to become a man, and to discover himself. But 
he is not prepared for the situation in which he finds himself.

ABOUT Wilfrid Watson Werry (1897-1974)

Wilfred Werry, born in 1897, was a Montreal playwright and teacher 
in the first half of the 20th century. Werry studied at McGill 
University and Cornell University, and also completed a playwriting 
seminar under Walter Pritchard Eaton of Yale University. 

An English instructor at Sir George Williams University (now 
Concordia), Werry was a contemporary of Mada Gage Bolton and 
Herbert Whittaker, both of whom he knew through the Montreal 
Repertory Theatre Playwright’s Workshop. Not Without Right, 
a full-length play, won a Special Interest mention in the 1959 
Stratford Globe and Mail Playwriting Competition.



Dispossessed by Aviva Ravel (1976)

Synopsis: A snapshot of Jewish life in a 1970s, the play follows 
Roochel, a wife and mother who is dissatisfied with her life. She 
and Seymour are struggling to make ends meet and take care 
of their son. After the death of a former lover, Roochel begins 
to wonder what her life could have been like if she had made 
different choices.

ABOUT Aviva Ravel (1928 - )

Aviva Ravel has had a remarkable career in Canadian theatre as a 
teacher, producer and playwright with over 25 plays for audiences 
of all ages to her name. Ravel earned her B.A. at Concordia 
University, her M.A. at Université de Montreal, and her Ph.D. in 
Canadian Theatre at McGill University. She taught English, Drama, 
and Canadian Literature at those schools as well as at the Royal 
Military College.

To make hers and her community’s stories more widely available, 
Ravel founded Cameo Productions in 1984 and initiated the popular 
Performance Playreading Ensemble at the Cote St. Luc Library, 
which has presented over 150 plays to date. In addition, she was 
centrally involved in the genesis and development of Playwrights 
Workshop Montréal.

Many of her plays are set in the Jewish community of her native 
Montreal, with the themes of her plays touching on familial 
relationships and struggles, issues of Jewish identity, old age and 
care for the elderly, and women in society. 

Ravel is a member of the Playwrights Guild of Canada.



Biographies written by Hannah Cheslock.

THANKS to:

Pascale Théorêt-Groulx for designing the posters and programmes; 
Marilla Steuter-Martin for preparing promotional materials 
and programmes; Hannah Cheslock for researching and writing 
the author biographies; and Corinne Deeley for her production 
guidance and her supervision of the student stage-managers. 

Bon spectacle!


