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What is Mural? Digital whiteboard for 
collaboration

www.mural.co

http://www.mural.co/


Why did I want to use a digital platform in a 
live class?
• Pandemic experience: students working in breakout rooms can be 

effective (sometimes…)

• Encourage student reflection and collaboration during class

• Possibility for students to work directly in a digital medium makes 
direct upload to MyCourses easier (participation marks)



Why Mural?

• Mural allows templates to be set up very easily

• Allows point-to-point navigation through activities

• Interface is straightforward and intuitive

• Allows facilitator guidance and intervention during activities

• Is colourful and ‘fun’

• Is licensed by McGill and permitted for teaching activities (Jamboard
isn’t…)



Examples of activities

1: Ethics dilemma from FACC 400

• In the following slides, students are presented with a case study

• Initially they brainstorm a response to the first question and enter 
their answers in Slido

• Then they are told to go into Mural to continue the activity

• Access to Mural is provided via a weblink (also given as a QR code and 
included on the MyCourses contents page for the class)



Case 1
• Smith and Jones are friends and senior 

engineers working on a big project

• Smith drinks and takes drugs possibly 
leading to software errors

• Jones has covered these minor errors

• Jones has told/asked Smith to seek help, 
but Smith denies any problem

• The software fails a prelim test because 
of a coding error by Smith

• You are Jones, would you report 
Smith?
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Group activity part 1
Framework Mills 

Utilitarianism
Kant 
Duty ethics

Locke
Rights ethics

Aristotle
Virtue ethics

What 
question(s) 
should we ask 
ourselves?
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1. Form a group with your neighbours (2-4 people)
2. What question(s) do you need to ask for each framework? 

Discuss together and then answer the Slido questions



Group activity part 2
Framework Mills 

Utilitarianism
Kant 
Duty ethics

Locke
Rights ethics

Aristotle
Virtue ethics

What question(s) 
should we ask 
ourselves?

How do we view the 
problem through that 
lens? 
What solution does it 
prompt?
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Now we’ll go into Mural to continue



Mural link: Section 1

https://bit.ly/F400C3S1
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Codeword:



Mural page
• Groups of students choose Mural square based on where they are 

siting in the classroom



Example of 
completed Mural



Example 2: Reverse Carnot cycle (ECSE 310)



E.g. 3 (FACC 400): Regulatory treasure hunt



Practical issues

• How to get a group of students into a Mural group?
• Approach 1: Create an array of groups and get students to pick one

• Approach 2: Hand out cards with group numbers on

• Not all students have to work on their own device – one device per 
group is fine

• Students upload screenshot or download of their mural after class for 
participation credit

• Mobile mural ap is not as good as the browser version

• Create a ‘master’ folder and ‘production’ folder to conserve originals



What did students think?

Survey from ECSE 310 after one month



What did I think?

• Mural activities could have mostly been done on paper, but

• Sharing a single page that they each have in front of them seems to make 
them take the activity more seriously

• Mural is bright and colourful; works well for activities that can be answered 
with post-it notes™

• Mural has fun features such as ‘celebration’

• The overhead to create a Mural activity is greater than creating a paper 
handout

• Mural offers the chance to have separate pages for each group, but I 
haven’t worked out the logistics of doing that in class

• I would like to experiment with ‘out-of-class’ murals at some point


