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INTRODUCTION

In the United States, low-income households
continue to suffer from severe housing problems,
and the need for decent affordable housing is only
growing more urgent as a result of the current
subprime mortgage crisis and higher foreclosure
rates.
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OBJECTIVE

The purpose of this research has been to examine how developments in the
housing field have led to the current focus of American housing policy: the
deconcentration of low-income households in urban areas through scattered-
site housing programs and other strategies that emphasize low-density,
geographically-dispersed housing. By investigating dispersal policy and the
work of the nonprofit housing developer, the Women's Development
Corporation (WDC), it is also possible to gain a better understanding of the role
which future generations of female architects might have in the development of
housing for low-income families.
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DISCUSSION

The housing field presents new opportunities for
women seeking to expand their professional functions
as architects. Organizations such as the WDC have
demonstrated how architects may adopt managerial
roles in the development of housing for low-income
families. The success of scattered-site housing
programs is also contingent on the continual upkeep of
housing units.
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