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SUSTAINABLE LABS WORKING GROUP 
(SLWG) 

Notes from meeting September 8, 2016 2:00-3:30 pm, 3610 McTavish, Room 430 

Present: Christian Bouchard (Acting Chair), Julie Chouinard (NEW), Thomas Di 
Nardo, Adam Finkelstein, Teodore Mocanu, Stephanie Leclerc, Selena Liu, Kathleen 
Ng, Jarrod Nichol, Sean Taylor (NEW)  

ITEM 1. REVIEW AGENDA AND NOTES FROM PAST MEETING 
No changes were made. 

ITEM 2. BUSINESS ARISING 
After a roundtable of introductions,  

• Christian provided an overview of the group’s activities over the past year.  
• The next University Lab Safety Committee (ULSC) meeting would be held in two weeks, where Christian 

would seek formalization of the SLWG as one of its working groups. 

WORKING GROUP REPORTS 
SUSTAINABLE LABS IN EHS CHECKLIST/GUIDE FOR (NEW) RESEARCHERS 
Re. integrating sustainability items in checklist into MyLab. Christian indicated that he received feedback today 
from Environmental Health and Safety (EHS); the checklist and the guide would now be circulated to ULSC members 
for review.  

STUDENT TRAINING IN SUSTAINABLE LAB MANAGEMENT 
No news from the Science Undergraduate Society as to whether their funding could be used for this initiative.  

LAB WASTE MANAGEMENT 
Stephanie had succeeded in getting references from Synergie Santé Environnement (SSE) to organizations (two 
companies and a nonprofit) who could run a pilot at McGill. Lab waste collection is expected to be a complicated 
endeavour, given the range of factors to consider – these include (but are not limited to) 

• Logistics 
o Determining appropriate containers 
o Establishing roles and responsibilities for collection, which impact cost, security and scheduling 
o Availability of space for storing materials collected for recycling 
o Existing lab culture and user habits 
o Training of cleaning staff 

• Health and safety concerns, ex. whether a pilot should be limited to sterile packaging since technicians have 
different views of what is considered contaminated or not  

o When it is unclear whether regular materials (glass/metal/plastic) are contaminated, these are 
placed in the biomedical waste box. Christian estimated that half of materials found in biomedical 
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waste boxes collected by Hazardous Waste Management for treatment probably was not 
biomedical waste, for disposal at approximately 300 times the cost of disposal of regular waste.  

o This issue could be addressed if the central autoclave project goes ahead, as we could collect the 
autoclaved recyclables for recycling. 

• Life cycle considerations  
o ex. associated transportation emissions for collection and sorting of thin plastics 

Stephanie would invite members of the lab waste working group to meet with the organizations once she has had a 
chance to touch base with them. Labs which had demonstrated an interest in a pilot include Dentistry and the 
Goodman Research Center. 

With regards to waste management in general,  

• Procurement services had a consultant review existing waste management sat McGill to better inform the 
drafting of CFTs (call for tender) for waste management services in the spring. 

o In response to Sean’s question about zero-sort recycling, Stephanie indicated that this could be 
explored further as we know in Quebec that this would increase the quantity of recyclables (but 
reducing the quality of paper recyclables). 

• Stephanie would also be visiting Notre-Dame Hospital in the coming week to see their pilot dehydrator of 
kitchen (food) residue, as this could be an interesting option for McGill Food and Dining Services. 

ITEM 3. NEW BUSINESS 

SLWG ANNUAL REPORT 
The draft SLWG Annual Report had been circulated earlier for comments, but none were received.  

ACTION:  
• CHRISTIAN to distribute/present to the ULSC.  

BIOFUELNET SYMPOSIUM 
It appeared that nobody present had attended the BioFuelNet Syposium: Jarrod thought it would be interesting to 
have animal bedding waste be treated (ex. composted) and was in touch with colleagues in Agriculture at the 
Macdonald Campus. The challenge with obtaining government funding for a process was insufficient volume 
generated by McGill. 

ACTION:  
• JARROD to collaborate with STEPHANIE on this initiative and connect with Gary O’Connell and Nancy 

Lavigne about manure surplus. 

ITEM 4. OTHER BUSINESS 
Jarrod advised that Paolo is no longer with the university, but the Microprocess Improvement group is ongoing and 
he is looking at a couple of labs interested in LEAN. 

ACTION:  
• STEPHANIE will touch base with Jarrod regarding additional potential candidates. 
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