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SUSTAINABLE LABS WORKING GROUP 
(SLWG) 

Notes from meeting June 16, 2016 2:00-3:30 pm, 3610 McTavish, Room 430 

Present: Christian Bouchard (Acting Chair), Jerome Conraud, Graham Currie, 
Maureen Donato, Jessica Giles, Kerry Lawless (NEW), Selena Liu (NEW), Teodor 
Mocanu, Kathleen Ng, Marina Smailes  

ITEM 1. REVIEW AGENDA AND NOTES FROM PAST MEETING 
Jarrod had proposed the item “BioFuelNet Symposium” for the day’s agenda but 
later sent his regrets for this meeting. This item was consequently adjourned to the 
next meeting. In the absentia, Jarrod also reiterated his offer to assist with other 
labs’ process review. 

ITEM 2. BUSINESS ARISING 

WORKING GROUP REPORTS 
SUSTAINABLE LABS IN EHS CHECKLIST/GUIDE FOR (NEW) RESEARCHERS 
Re. integrating sustainability items in checklist into MyLab. Further to the action item from the previous meeting, 
Teodore (Teo) and Christian were to discuss with Joseph (Joe) Vincelli in Environmental Health and Safety (EHS) and 
distribute the checklist to the other EHS officers for comments prior to circulation to ULSC members for review. 
Christian had met with Kathleen, Teo, and Joe regarding integration of the checklist items. 

• Challenges: 
o The EHS Inspection protocol recently changed: these were now done for all inspection types 

(including biohazardous and radiation) and thus more time-consuming. It was felt that the SLWG’s 
asking for more questions would further add to the burden.  

o The MyLab module is not yet available, slowing down the process; the existing Access database used 
for the EHS inspections is failing and there is no funding available to patch it. The worst case scenario 
involves EHS using again for next cycle of inspections since MyLab still not working. The vendor, 
OnSite, was also moving to a web version vs. client version, resulting in additional complications.  

o The MyLab project was probably experiencing delays because it was not a priority for IT, which is 
overloaded. IT was apparently tasking the vendor, OnSite, with the work that they did not time to do. 

o When the checklist is finalized, reference to specific sections in the Guide would be necessary to 
provide explanation to PIs what’s best practice (sustainability) vs. regulatory requirement (EHS stuff). 
This would also allow us to establish a baseline. 

o It should be possible to have the sustainability-related questions show up in a separate report 
extracted from MyLab. 

In response to a question as to whether sustainability items could be considered as bonus points instead of as a 
separate report, Christian advised that  

• appropriate sustainability initiatives could vary from one area to another, therefore a good approach could be 
to ask researchers eventually to demonstrate how/why they were/ could be doing things more sustainability. 
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• It was also already agreed that certification of labs was not the best approach, given that the checklist would 
be a snapshot of the situation at the moment and may not necessarily reflect whether or not the lab was 
actually sustainable. 

ACTION:  
• If necessary, Adam offered to reach out to the CIO if IT was a problem. Maureen added that the Office of 

the Vice-Principal (Research) could also help push.  
• Kathleen would meet with Parisa Parang in Health and Safety regarding database architecture. 
• Joe, Teo and Paris were to work on numbers towards potentially submitting an SPF application for funding 

if necessary, with Christian’s support in writing the draft. 

In response to a few questions about the EHS inspection protocol, Teo stated that 

• Inspections were done every two years 
• There were unannounced visits, but labs around would quickly see the inspectors and prepare, thus it was 

unfair for the first labs visited. Spot checks on different buildings would be difficult. 

Re. content for Guide. Christian and Paolo had begun working on the guide, but content and referencing could only 
be finalized once the checklist items were completed as the two tools were meant to be complementary. 

Re. governance. It was expected that once the guide had passed ULSC review and reformatted, the final version 
would be circulating the guide to ensure that researchers had a copy for reference, facilitating their search for 
relevant sustainable lab information and reducing the need for explanation from EHS inspectors during their 
inspection rounds. 

STUDENT TRAINING IN SUSTAINABLE LAB MANAGEMENT 
Marina had been following up on actions identified in the previous meeting, including determining with the Science 
Undergraduate Society as to whether their funding could be used for this initiative. There was otherwise no news 
from Patrick on this dossier. 

LAB WASTE MANAGEMENT 
Stephanie had conveyed her regrets for this meeting due to a conflicting meeting with the Quebec network for 
sustainable procurement (ECPAR). She had hoped to schedule a meeting before the end of the summer with 
University stakeholders regarding their study on campus waste, and she was also looking into companies that 
collected lab waste. 

Kathleen mentioned that the Sustainable Procurement Core Team had received recognition from the Catalyst 
Awards in the spring, and since our efforts have been recognized by the Sustainable Procurement Leadership Council, 
EPEAT, and the Canadian Association of University Business Officers (CAUBO). 

ITEM 3. NEW BUSINESS 

CAPITAL ASSET MANAGEMENT 
Kathleen provided a brief update on the activities of the Capital Asset Steering Committee (composed of members 
from IT, Office of the Vice-Principal Research and Innovation, Financial Services, Procurement Services and the Office 
of Sustainability). Primarily new inventory would be targeted and the project would be further expanded once tri-
agency requirements were met.  

• Adam stated Teaching and Learning Services’ need for furniture management. 
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• Graham suggested that the unused area in FOAPAL could be alternatively used as a numbering system for 
incoming capital equipment. 

• Marina mentioned that Chemical Engineering was using a solution built by a student’s company for internal 
sharing; however, others commented that there could be associated legal concerns from Procurement that 
should be explored.  

SLWG ANNUAL REPORT 
The SLWG usually submits an annual report to the University Lab Safety Committee (ULSC); their first meeting of the 
next academic year was expected the second week of September. 

ACTION:  
• Christian and Kathleen to work on draft report and circulate to all for review prior to sending to ULSC. 

BIOFUELNET SYMPOSIUM 
[Adjourned to next meeting]  

ITEM 4. OTHER BUSINESS 
Upcoming SLWG meetings. Dates had been proposed for the next academic year based on the existing formula 
(meetings every six weeks, same date/time/location). These were listed on the day’s agenda; if acceptable, the 
Outlook invitation would subsequently be sent to the mailing list. 

Marina mentioned that she had been part of McGill Energy Project and not McGill Waste Project; the McGill Waste 
Project was long defunct. As mentioned at the past meeting, today was her last SLWG meeting. 

ACTION:  
• Kathleen would make the correction on the SLWG documentation as appropriate. 

This meeting was Maureen’s last as well, as she would be returning to the Office of Sponsored Research. Anne-Marie 
Durocher will probably be replacing her, but for now Kristina would be the best point person for the SLWG 
distribution list.  

ACTION:  
• Christian to follow-up with Kristina to see who will be replacing Maureen. 


	Item 1. Review agenda and notes from past meeting
	Item 2. Business arising
	Working group reports
	Sustainable labs in EHS checklist/guide for (new) researchers
	Action:

	Student training in sustainable lab management
	Lab waste management


	Item 3. New business
	Capital asset management
	SLWG annual report
	Action:

	BioFuelNet Symposium

	Item 4. Other business
	Action:
	Action:


