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Faculty of Education 
Faculty Council 

MINUTES 
January 28, 2015 -10:00 am 

Room 233 
 

 
Present:  
Elected members: Prof. Teresa Strong-Wilson, Prof. Lisa Starr, Prof. Scott Conrod, Prof. Eve-Marie 
Quintin, Mr. Michael Canavan, Mr. Michael Larivière, Mr. Devin Mills, Mr. Domenico Tullo, Mr. Matthew 
Woody 
 
Non-elected members: Prof. Dilson Rassier (Chair,) Prof. Elizabeth Wood, Prof. Alain Breuleux, Prof. Julie 
Côté, Prof. Jeffrey Derevensky, Prof. René Turcotte, Prof. Steven Jordan,  Ms. Allyson Noftall, Ms. 
Vanessa Bridgman 
 
Regrets: Prof. Robert Savage, Prof. David Pearsall, Prof. Willliam Harvey, Ms. Maya Kucij 
 
Invited guest: Ms. Kate Hooton 
 
1. Chair’s Remarks 

The Dean thanked Prof. Jeffrey Derevensky for accepting to be chair of the Department of 
Educational and Counselling Psychology. He briefly touched upon the anticipated budget challenges 
that the University/Faculty will be facing and mentioned that he will provide additional details at a 
future Council meeting. 

 
2. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA of January 28, 2015 

Prof. Jordan moved and Prof. Starr seconded the motion to approve the Agenda as circulated.  
       MOTION CARRIED 

 
3. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES of October 15, 2014 

Prof. Strong-Wilson moved and Prof. Breuleux seconded the motion to approve the Minutes of 
October 15, 2014. 
MOTION CARRIED 

 
4. Membership review of the following standing committees of the Faculty 

The Faculty is awaiting news from the Senate committee regarding minor changes that were made 
to the Faculty’s Constitution which had been submitted last year for review and approval.  

a. Nominating Committee 
The Dean explained that the mandate of the Nominating Committee was to nominate 
members for each of the Faculty’s standing committees.  Members agreed that since the 
Faculty’s standing committee memberships are complete, there is no longer a need for the 
Nominating Committee. As a result, the Dean and Associate Deans will work in collaboration 
with department chairs to replace committee members whose terms have expired. 
Furthermore, the Faculty Council Steering Committee will periodically review and make 
changes (where applicable) to the mandates and memberships of the Faculty’s standing 
committees.  These changes will then be brought to Faculty Council as motions for approval. 
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b. Student Affairs Committee 
Invited guest, Ms. Kate Hooton, outlined the suggested changes to the Student Affairs 
Committee mandate and membership as proposed by the current Student Affairs Committee. 
A motion to approve these changes will be put forward by the Faculty Council Steering 
Committee. 

 
5. Questions 

a. Question regarding lost Senate seats 
A recent communication from Senate indicated that the Faculty of Education’s representation 
would be decreased from four seats to two seats. The size of the Faculty, in addition to its 
complement, are the factors which determine how many Senate seats each Faculty is allotted. 
This decrease in Faculty seats is partially due to the departure of the School of Information 
Studies from the Faculty of Education.  The Dean explained that he asked to increase the 
Faculty’s complement in the Faculty Agreement document presented to the Provost in late 
December. Members agreed that it would be best to wait until the Dean’s office receives 
news from the Provost regarding the Faculty’s complement, prior to addressing the lost 
Senate seats issue. 
    

6. Consultations and Reports 
a. Associate Dean Academic Programs 

Prof. Elizabeth Wood reported that no new or major programs or revisions had been passed at 
APC since the last Faculty Council meeting. Prof. Wood also announced that dossiers which have 
been exclusively handled by the Ministère de l'Éducation, du Loisir et du Sport (MELS) would 
now be shared between the MELS and the Ministère de l'Enseignement supérieur, de la 
Recherche, de la Science et de la Technologie (MERST). She highlighted Prof. Jeffrey 
Derevensky’s collaboration with the MELS Advisory Board on English Education to produce a 
report entitled Quebec Schools Online which focuses on technology in Education.  Prof. Wood 
reminded Council members of the SEDE Partnership, as presented in the New Initiatives Town 
Hall of October 2014, and also briefly mentioned Science Futures, a new school-university 
partnership presently in preparation.   
 

b. Associate Dean Research and Graduate Studies 
Prof. Julie Côté announced that a replacement had been found for Ms. Catherine Essar, the 
faculty’s Research Administrator (OFFERING), until her return from maternity leave in August 
2015. Ms. Natalia Bessette is currently available to help with grant applications, research based 
prizes and awards applications. In addition, she has taken on some of the post-grant 
administration tasks, previously handled by Ms. Kathy Woo, who has since left the Faculty.   
Prof. Coté also announced that a new OSR checklist was in the process of being developed 
which would allow individuals to flag important components of the application such as salary 
awards, course release and in kind contributions.  In addition, Prof. Coté reported that the 
Graduate Funding Allocation had been communicated to units and that Graduate and Post-
Doctoral Studies (GPS) has increased the amount of funding per student. Moreover, the 
Graduate Dean’s Award – Phase 2 was successfully received by department heads.     
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c. Associate Dean Infrastructure 
Prof. Alain Breuleux reported that although the construction scheduled to take place in the Jack 
Cram auditorium in December was delayed, expected to be completed by August 2015.  In 
addition to the Jack Cram renovations, minor renovations will take place in 2015 for other 
classrooms, teaching labs, and the Office of Internships and Student Affairs (ISA). Prof. Breuleux 
also highlighted that the multi-literacies teaching lab is a Faculty priority, accordingly a proposal 
for this project has been submitted to the UTLWG (University Teaching Lab Working Group). He 
then explained that the University allocates one million dollars for IT and other kinds of 
equipment as part of teaching lab renovations. Given the demands across campus this amount is 
frequently insufficient, as a result a trend has developed among students to bring in their own 
devices (iPad, laptops).  
 

d. Liaison Librarian and Coordinator 
Ms. Maya Kucij was not present at the meeting however she asked the Dean to report that 
Library Feasibility study, which assesses library services & their importance to users, has now 
closed with over 200 completed responses. Ms. Kucij will be analyzing the results & preparing a 
report to share with the community. 

 
e. EdUS 

Mr. Matthew Woody shared with Council that EdUS has several upcoming activities, such as the 
Education Career Fair and SPEAK on campus (TESL students). EdUS is also hosting a session on 
using technology such as Google drives and Apps. In addition, EdUS will be holding a referendum 
in March to vote on whether students wish to continue funding the Career Advisor position.  
Mr. Woody and Dean Rassier agreed that having an undergraduate student speak at the 
upcoming spring 2015 convocation ceremony would not be possible due to time constraints.  

 
f. EGSS 

Mr. Domenico Tullo, co-president for EGSS, shared with Council that this year’s EGSS 
Conference, taking place on March 13-14, has received over 40 submissions from both students 
and faculty, and is open to both graduate and undergraduate students. He also announced to 
Council that the EGSS DISE representative, Ms. Ashley De Martini, will meet with the Dean to 
discuss the inclusion of students in the hiring process of unit heads. 
Mr. Devin Mills, VP Finance, shared with Council a proposal that he is spearheading to recognize 
program associations.  If adopted, this proposal would involve the restructuring of EGSS to 
reflect a more bottom-up approach, thus creating a new stream for involvement at the program 
level.  Additionally, this would avoid potential problems with the allocation of seats for graduate 
students on various Faculty committees.  More information will be provided regarding this 
proposal to Faculty Council when available.  
 

 
 

The meeting adjourned at 11:30 am.  
 


