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Faculty of Education 
Faculty Council 

MINUTES 
April 22nd, 2015 -10:00 am 

Room 233 

 
Present:  
Elected members: Prof. Scott Conrod, Prof. Billy Harvey, Prof. David Pearsall, Prof. Eve-Marie Quintin, 
Prof. Robert Savage, Prof. Teresa Strong-Wilson, Mr. Michael Canavan, Mr. Michael Larivière, Mr. 
Domenico Tullo, Ms. Marie-Claude Trudel 
 
Non-elected members: Prof. Dilson Rassier (Chair), Prof. Elizabeth Wood, Prof. Alain Breuleux, Prof. Julie 
Côté, Prof. René Turcotte, Prof. Steven Jordan,  Ms. Maya Kucij, Ms. Allyson Noftall, Ms. Vanessa 
Bridgman 
 
Regrets: Prof. Jeffrey Derevensky, Prof. Lisa Starr, Mr. Devin Mills, Mr. Matthew Woody 
 
1. Chair’s Remarks 

The Dean brought to the Council’s attention that there was a lack of attendance at the Faculty 
Council Steering Committee meeting held on Monday, April 13th, 2015. He highlighted that these 
Steering Committee meetings were established at the request of Council members. Dean Rassier 
went on to announce to Council members that this fiscal year (2014-15) is the second consecutive 
year where the Faculty of Education has presented a balanced budget to the Office of the Provost. 
He also explained that despite this achievement, departmental budget cuts on non-academic 
expenditures were anticipated to be between 18% and 19% for the 2015-2016 fiscal year. The Dean 
then spoke to enrollment expectations as part of the Faculty Agreement document. He explained 
that enrollment targets were decreased at the Faculty’s request, although Units will still be expected 
to increase their enrollment as the numbers are still too low. 

 
2. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA of April 22, 2015 

Prof. Jordan moved and Ms. Kucij seconded the motion to approve the Agenda as circulated.  
       MOTION CARRIED 

 
3. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES of March 11, 2015 

Mr. Tullo moved and Prof. Quintin seconded the motion to approve the Minutes of March 11th, 
2015. 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
Consultations and Reports 
a. Associate Dean Academic Programs 

Prof. Elizabeth Wood reported that no new or major programs or revisions had been passed at 
APC since the last Faculty Council meeting. Prof. Wood also addressed the issue of low 
enrollment and announced that applications to most of the Faculty’s programs are in fact lower 
than in previous years. She suggested that Units may want to begin proactively reaching out to 
students. In addition, Prof. Wood announced that the new Minister of Education is reviewing 
admissions procedures and criteria for entrance into Teacher Education programs in Quebec.  
Prof. Wood went on to address the most recent correspondence from the CAPFE B.Ed. 
accreditation visit. She explained that although we have yet to receive a formal letter signed by 
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the Minister of Education, we have been assured by CAPFE that our B.Ed. programs have been 
accredited. In addition, Prof. Wood announced that the Faculty will be embarking on designing 
and developing a number of potential revenue generating initiatives in the form of Graduate-
level programs and certificates. Prof. Wood went on to highlight the decreasing need in Quebec 
for Teacher Education programs that graduate unilingual students. She then briefly mentioned 
that the Faculty was looking at developing a new 90 credit Bachelor of Arts in Education 
program.  
 

b. Associate Dean Research and Graduate Studies 
Prof. Julie Côté discussed the Faculty’s graduate level application and admission data obtained 
from the Graduate and Post-Doctoral Studies office. She explained that, compared to two years 
prior, the Faculty received between 1% and 5% fewer applications to Graduate-level programs. 
The Faculty did however improve in terms of making financial offers that were both competitive 
and timely, this was seen by the turnaround in offers that had been accepted. Prof. Côté 
announced that the Committee on Graduate Studies (CGS) would be meeting in March 2015 to 
select the graduate-level awards and fellowships recipients. In addition, she encouraged faculty 
members to use the services available in the OFFERING office. Prof. Côté briefly mentioned the 
low turnout at the MITACS workshop initiative hosted at the Faculty, and that a copy of the OSR 
presentation would be made available on the research page of the Faculty’s website. She also 
mentioned that MITACS is now collaborating with not-for-profit organizations. Prof. Côté 
announced that at the last Research Advisory Committee (RAC) meeting an application had been 
submitted to have the Institute for Human Development and Wellbeing recognized as an official 
McGill institute. In closing, Prof. Côté reported that a government initiative was recently created 
entitled the Canada First Research Excellence Fund (CFREF). She explained that this was a highly 
competitive initiative and that the Faculty could potentially be asked to put forward 
representatives if the themes selected overlapped with research conducted in the Faculty. 
 

c. Associate Dean Infrastructure 
Prof. Alain Breuleux reported that renovations to the Jack Cram auditorium would be 
commencing immediately. He also highlighted other projects that were in the works such as the 
Multiliteracies Teaching Lab, the Math lab and the Educational Psychology Counselling Clinic. 
Prof. Breuleux went on to explain that the renovations in the Dean’s area, as well as those in the 
Internships and Student Affairs office, would be completed shortly. In addition, he indicated that 
the sidewalk on the North side of the building would be looked into. Prof. Breuleux then 
addressed the request for space from the Department of Kinesiology and Physical Education 
within the Currie Gymnasium, where he explained that a classroom renovation proposal had 
been submitted to TLSWG and that he was currently in discussions with Mr. Phil Quintal, Interim 
Director, Athletics and Recreation. Finally, Prof. Breuleux announced that the Education 
Undergraduate Society (EDUS) agreed to fund the purchase of new A/V equipment for the 
Faculty by using contributions obtained through student fees.  
 

d. Liaison Librarian and Coordinator 
Ms. Maya Kucij announced that any SSHRC, NSERC or CIHR peer reviewed journal publications 
that are awarded after May 1st, 2015 must be made freely available through open access 
repositories within 12 months of publication. Dean Rassier highlighted that this would be 
problematic due to the fact that many publishers do not allow authors to share their work in 
open access repositories. Ms. Kucij also reminded authors to consider the cost of making their 
work available through open access repositories when applying for grants. 
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e. EdUS 
Mr. Matthew Woody was unable to attend Faculty Council, therefore there was no EdUS 
update. 

 
f. EGSS 

Mr. Domenico Tullo, co-president for EGSS, began by thanking Faculty members for their 
support in the EGSS Conference which took place on March 13-14, 2015. Going forward, Mr. 
Tullo expressed his desire to open the conference to students from other universities as well as 
McGill undergraduate students. He also mentioned that the 2015-2016 Conference Chair 
position was available. Prof. Wood added that she thought the conference was wonderful.    

 
The meeting adjourned at 11:30am.  


