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Objectives. The purpose of comprehensive examinations is to determine whether the student demonstrates the
necessary research skills and academic achievements to continue in the Ph.D. program. The Comprehensive
Exam constitutes a written and oral component. A pass on both components is required.

Student Name: Student Number:

Supervisor

Co-Supervisor

Comprehensive Examination Evaluation Committee

Name (including supervisor if a committee member) Role (Chair or committee member), Affiliation

Start and End Dates

Start date/time of comprehensive examination

Chair/committee member responsible to send
questions at start date

Start date/time of written component (if
different from start date of the examination)

End date/time of written component

Submit written component to (chair/committee
member name & email responsible)

Approximate date/time of oral component (no
later than one month after written submission)

Submit form to the Administrative & Student Affairs Coordinator, Room 216, 475
Pine Avenue West, Montreal, Quebec, Canada H2W 1S4 or by email to Version: June 2023
studentaffairs.kpe@mecgill.ca
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Themes/questions
Theme/Question 1
Number of pages . Reading list provided Yes No
Theme/Question 2
Number of pages l Reading list provided Yes No
Theme/Question 3
Number of pages . Reading list provided Yes No

Written and Oral Component Procedures

Written component evaluation
procedures

The comprehensive exam committee will clarify whether the written answers are
evaluated by all members or only the members who provided the questions.

Committee task between written
submission and oral defense

e.g. The committee has two weeks to review the questions
and submit their ratings to the Chair of the committee.

Procedure prior to Oral components
(if any)

e.g., The Chair will select 1 question per theme and share
with the student at least 1 week prior to the oral component.

Procedure during to Oral
components

The first round of questions will focus on the student’s
written response to each of the exam questions. The
second round of questions will be open to the
committee’s discretion.

Approximate date of announcement
of written component evaluation

Submit form to the Administrative & Student Affairs Coordinator, Room 216, 475
Pine Avenue West, Montreal, Quebec, Canada H2W 1S4 or by email to Version: April 2020

studentaffairs. kpe@mcgill.ca
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Evaluation Criteria

The candidate will proceed to the oral component of the comprehensive exam if all members of the
committee deemed the written portion a pass.

A committee member who deems the written component of the comprehensive exam to be a fail
must provide a written justification to [chair of the comprehensive examination committee]. If one
committee member deems the written component of the exam to be a fail whereas all other
committee members deem the written component to be a pass, [chair of the comprehensive
examination committee] will consult with the committee member who provided the failing grade. If,
through this discussion, the committee member and [chair of the comprehensive examination
committee] believe that the deficiencies in the written component of the exam could be adequately
addressed by the candidate in the oral component of the exam, the candidate may be allowed to
proceed to the oral exam.

The written component of the comprehensive exam would be considered a fail if (a) one committee
member and [chair of the comprehensive examination committee] believe that the deficiencies in
the written component of the exam are too substantial to overcome in the oral component of the
exam, or (b) if more than one of the committee members deems the written component of the
comprehensive exam to be a fail. In either case, [chair of the comprehensive examination
committee] will meet with the candidate to relay the assessment (fail) and feedback from the
committee members and discuss and apply the McGill University Ph.D. Comprehensives Policy
(https://www.mcgill.ca/study/2019-2020/university_regulations_and_resources/graduate/gps_gi_ph
d_comprehensives_policy). The same evaluation procedure will be used for the oral component of
the comprehensive examination. In the event that the student is judged to have failed the oral or
written component of the comprehensive exam, then they have a right to repeat it once, without
prejudice, within a minimum of four months and a maximum of six months.

Additional Comments

Submit form to the Administrative & Student Affairs Coordinator, Room 216,
475 Pine Avenue West, Montreal, Quebec, Canada H2W 1S4 or by email to Version: April 2020
studentaffairs.kpe@mcgill.ca
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