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Why School Psychology?
School psychologists help children and
youth succeed academically, socially and
emotionally. ey collaborate with educators,
parents, and other professionals to create safe,
healthy and supportive learning environments
for all students that strengthen connections
between home and school.

School Psychologists are highly trained in
both psychology and education. Students
training to become school psychologist
explore a variety of topics including mental
health, child development, school organization,
learning processes, behaviour, motivation,
and effective teaching.

What do School 
Psychologists Do? 
School Psychologists work to find the best
solution for each student and situation;
they use different strategies to address
student needs and to improve school and
district-wide support systems. 



Where can School/Child Psychology
skills be used? 
e School/Applied Child Psychology program at McGill
University prepares students to work primarily in school,
institutional, and university settings, and in private practices.
e goal is to develop competent and inquiring professionals
who have the skills to improve the educational and
psychological well-being of children, to use research to
critically inform practice, and to be able to conceptualize
and conduct applied and theoretical research arising from
practice and the science of psychology, especially as it relates
to issues in education. is model provides a basis for
students to develop their leadership skills in School/Applied
Child Psychology, and to be able to adapt effectively to
future changes in the needs served by all psychologists
working with preschool or school-age children and
adolescents, their families, teachers, counselors, and other
healthcare providers. Our students go on to practice school
psychology across a range of environments including private
practice, academia, hospitals, and school boards. 

What is the School/Applied Child
Psychology program?
e School/Applied Child Psychology program at McGill
educates school psychologists in a manner consistent with
the highest international standards in the field and advances
knowledge in school psychology, and, in so doing, prepares
inquiring professionals committed to the development of
children and youth. erefore, students receive intensive
training of clinical practice with children and families, as
well as basic and applied research.

•  Research is central to McGill’s mission. Toward this
end, students acquire a firm foundation in scientific
methodology, philosophy of science, and the skills
required to conduct and evaluate research through
their courses, seminars, and individual research.

•  At the completion of the Ph.D., the student is expected
to manifest a high level of clinical expertise in the
practice of School/Applied Child Psychology. e
Practitioner component of the program includes
extensive training in practicum and internship sites,
clinical course work and preparation for university
teaching and clinical supervision.

Leader in International Research
is program and its faculty members are recognized as
international leaders in their respective fields. McGill has
one of the most productive school psychology programs
in North America. 

How do I apply?
Applicants to all of our graduate programs are required to
complete McGill's online application form:
http://www.mcgill.ca/applying/online. 

For all other application procedures and other program-
specific requirements, please carefully review the information
on our website at: http://www.mcgill.ca/edu-ecp/prospective. 
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Program Degrees
M.A. and Ph.D. Degrees
Students in School/Applied Child Psychology are admitted
to a combined M.A. and Ph.D. degree. 

Post-Ph.D. Graduate Diploma in School/Applied
Child Psychology
is Post-Ph.D. Graduate Diploma enables holders of a
doctorate in Psychology to pursue further research in
School/Applied Child Psychology. 

Some program features
Clinic Practicum
e clinic practicum provides students an opportunity to
work with clients exhibiting learning, behavioral and/or
emotional problems. is practicum is completed in the
Department’s Psycho-Educational and Counselling Clinic.

Field Placement
e field placement provides students with the
opportunity to function in a work setting with a school or
clinical psychologist. e placement may occur in an
elementary, high school, or community setting and thereby
allows students to develop a professional role, participate
in multidisciplinary settings, and to work in environments
where problems are identified and addressed.

Internship
e internship is an integral component of the doctoral
program in School/Applied Child Psychology. As such it
represents the culminating experience of the training program
and functions as a transition point where the student is now
considered an independent professional. In contrast to the
Clinic Practicum and the Field Experiences, the internship
is administered externally by the internship setting. 


