
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2007 Summer Internship Award Recipients 
 
 
Department of Economics: 
 
Honours 
 
Raissa Fabregas Robles Gil, U2, Tania Zouikin Arts 
Internship Award(s) in International Development 
Recipient: Raissa will be interning this summer at Faida 
Biashara Ltd, a micro-credit institution which aims to achieve 
sustainable development in Kenya. Motivated by a fascination 
with the workings of micro-finance and a desire to have a 
positive impact on society, Raissa, a native of Mexico, hopes to 
eventually take the skills she learns back to her home country 
where she sees a great potential for the implementation of 
micro-finance. 
 
 

Stefan Dimitriadis, U2, The Roland Arts Summer Internship 
Award: Stefan will intern for the Mediterranean Agronomical 
Institute of Chania (MAICh) in Greece for three months this 
summer.  The Institute conducts research in the economics and 
management of agriculture. Stefan has won awards for both his 
academic achievements and his work in international, 
environmental and community service. Having focused his 
studies on development economics, Stefan believes that he is 
part of the generation that will have to redefine the ends of 
development economics in the face of increasing environmental 
problems, poverty and the struggle for resources.  He sees this 
internship as matching interests he has already cultivated 
through family heritage and academic study. 



 
Michael Dineen, U3, The Allan A. Hodgson Arts Internship Award: Michael will 
intern with Africa Now in Kisumu, Kenya for three months this summer. Africa Now is 
an international NGO working for sustainable wealth creation and improved community 
well-being amongst rural and urban communities. Through the 
provision of loans, and the promotion of ethical trade and training 
in business skills and market knowledge, Africa Now aims to give 
all people the tools necessary to increase their own well-being and 
that of their communities. Michael is an accomplished athlete, 
writer and student, and has applied his fascination with the 
developing world to a focus on economic development in his 
studies. As Michael hopes to pursue a career in economic 
development policymaking, obtaining field experience in Kenya 
should allow him to see the principles that he has studied at work 
in a rural community setting,  far removed from the Western 
setting in which they were initially developed. 
 
 

Majors 
 
Margaret Gales, U2, The Faculty of Arts Internship Award: 
Margaret will intern for three months this summer at The 
Nchima Trust in Malawi.  The Nchima Trust describes itself as 
“A Source of Help for the People of Malawi”,  and has the 
humble mission of helping people when and where possible.  
This broad mission allows the Trust to adapt to the needs of 
Malawi’s communities. Having volunteered and worked across 
Canada in a multitude of counseling, teaching, environmental 
and leadership roles, Margaret hopes she will have the 
opportunity to combine the variety of her interests with the 
internship and use and improve upon the skills she has 
acquired. Margaret has a passion for all dialogue surrounding 
economics, trade and finance, and envisions a career path in 

trade negotiation and macroeconomic policy.  
 
Matthew Brown, U2, The Faculty of Arts Internship Award: 
Matthew will intern this summer at the Ghana Center for 
Democratic Development in Accra, Ghana (CDD Ghana). 
Founded in 1998, it is dedicated to the promotion of society and 
government based on the rule of law and integrity in public 
administration. The Center’s main mission is to promote 
democracy, good governance and the development of a liberal 
economic environment in Ghana in particular and Africa in 
general. Matthew has written for the McGill Red Herring, 
chaired the Secondary School United Nations Symposium and 
been a delegate to both the National Collegiate Security 



Conference and the Canadian International United Nations. Matthew hopes he will be 
able to take the lessons learned at CDD Ghana and apply them to public policy at the 
international level with work at the UN. 
 
Melodie Vaury, U2, The Faculty of Arts Internship Award: 
Melodie will be interning this summer at Nord Sud XXI, an NGO 
dedicated to the defence of human rights based in Geneva. With 
significant international experience, Melodie has dedicated much time 
to the cause of human rights and anti-violence with organizations such 
as ‘Contrat de Ville’ in France and ‘Refuge Juan Moreno’, an 
organization that houses women and children seeking asylum in 
Canada. Melodie believes everyone should defend democracy and the 
rights of man, and, through this internship, she hopes to develop the 
tools and the experience to continue this work after her studies. 
 
 
Minors 
 
Michelle Kissenkoetter, U3, Tania Zouikin Arts Internship 
Award(s) in International Development Recipient: Interning at the 
Democratic Dialogue Regional Project of UNDP Guatemala, Michelle 
will spend three months supporting the organization through research, 
logistic support, interviewing dialogue participants and compiling 
recommendations. As an accomplished scholar and involved student, 
Michelle has international experience as a trained instructor in psycho-
social support for orphans and HIV/AIDS awareness, and has played 
leadership roles in both the campus chapter of Amnesty International 
and the Institute for International Cooperation and Development. She 
looks forward to working alongside professional dialogue practitioners, 
as she intends to pursue a career as one. 
 

Allison Witter, U2, The Dean of Arts Development Fund 
Internship Award:  Allison will intern at the Canadian 
Consulate and the Canadian Chamber of Commerce in 
Guadalajara, Mexico for two months this summer. The Consulate 
in Guadalajara is a micro-mission, with the Canadian Embassy 
located in Mexico City. The Consulate offers services for 
Canadian business clients and consular services.  Allison’s 
unique travel experience, academic excellence and interest in 
Latin American culture, the Spanish language and the reality of 
North-South relations will be an asset to both internships, and she 
looks forward to exploring the options for Canadian 
representation and investment abroad so as to further 

conceptualize and clarify her future career goals. While in Mexico, she also plans on 
conducting research for her honours thesis. 



 
Remissa Hirji, U2, The Dean of Arts Development Fund Internship Award:  
Remissa will stay in Accra, Ghana for three months as an intern with the Commission for 
Human Rights and Administrative Justice (CHRAJ). The CHRAJ is 
a constitutional commission with a mandate to enhance the scale of 
good governance, democracy, integrity, peace and social 
development by promoting, protecting and enforcing fundamental 
human rights and freedoms and administrative justice for all persons 
in Ghana.  An excellent student, Remissa has volunteered in various 
capacities, with both the McGill Ismaili Students Association and 
The Journalists for Human Rights McGill Chapter. As a human 
rights organization that deals with forced and early marriages, 
female genital mutilation, and widow rites, CHRAJ will provide 
Remissa with the hands-on experience in human rights monitoring 
that will allow her to explore these issues in depth, as she hopes to 
become a human rights lawyer.  
 
Vivien Carli, U2, The Dean of Arts Development Fund Internship Award:  Vivien 
will intern for three months with IMPACT (Indigenous Movement for Peace and Conflict 

Transformation). IMPACT is a non-governmental organization 
based in the Laikipia region of Kenya. It aims to address the 
underlying causes of conflict, poverty, social and policy exclusion, 
and human rights abuses among the pastoralist communities of 
Kenya, while strengthening their capacity to influence national 
policies. Vivien demonstrates a strong commitment to international 
issues, exemplified in her work with the Social Justice Committee, 
the Control Arms Campaign, One World One Campus and McGill 
Women in House, to name only a few. At IMPACT, Vivien will gain 
much desired experience with the realities of partnerships between 
organizations involved in peace-building, the effectiveness of their 
strategies, such as mobilization, and their focus on political pressure 
as a means of advancing rights for Kenyans. 

 
Laura Kirshner, U2, The Hon. Paul Charles Casey Arts Internship Award: Laura 
will be interning for three months at Fairvote in Washington D.C., an organization which 
researches and advocates for American electoral reform, 
representation, and democracy.  Laura has been heavily involved in 
activities around campus, such as Think Pink, Walksafe and the 
Political Issues Club, even winning the Montreal Jewish 
Experience/Hillel Leadership Fellowship. Her experience at Fairvote 
will expose her to legal aspects of electoral reform, which will prove 
valuable to her academic plans as Laura envisions to pursuing a law 
degree.  
 
 


