
EAST 533 Classical Chinese I   
 
Prerequisites: 
EAST 230 & 330 or equivalent and permission of instructor 
 
Fall 2022: Tuesday & Thursday 11:35 am - 12:55 pm 
 
Prof. Grace S. Fong  
Email: grace.fong@mcgill.ca 
Office hours: Thursday  3:00-5:00pm or by appointment @688 Sherbrooke, Room 278 
 
Course description:  
This course introduces the basic grammar, vocabulary, and prose styles of the classical Chinese 
language (古文), also known as literary Chinese (文言), the official written language in use 
throughout the history of early and imperial China until the beginning of the twentieth century.  
 
Objectives:  
The course aims to equip students with a working knowledge of basic grammatical patterns and 
sentence structures of the classical Chinese language and to develop proficiency in reading 
classical Chinese texts for research and advanced studies. Students will read the stories and 
anecdotes about historical personages that are the basis of proverbs and allusions that inform and 
influence modern Chinese language, literature, and culture. Students will also learn to appreciate 
and enjoy the beauty and economy of the classical language and the rich cultural tradition that 
has been transmitted through this written medium for more than two millennia.  
 
 
Textbook:  
Yuan Naiying, Tang Haitao, and James Geiss. Classical Chinese: A Basic Reader 文言基礎讀

本. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2004. E-book: 
https://mcgill.on.worldcat.org/oclc/971366160 
 
Methods of Evaluation: 
 
Preparation and participation   20% 

• The textbook is printed in traditional complex characters 繁體字 (fantizi). Students are 
expected to learn the complex forms and be able to read them and use them when writing 
and typing characters.  

• Students will learn the vocabulary, both characters and pronunciation, for each lesson. 
The grammar will be introduced with the vocabulary. Students will read the Chinese texts 
aloud – without the pinyin romanization – and discuss the translations in modern Chinese 
and English provided in the textbook.   

 
Discussion posts    15% 

• Students will post one question or comment for each class by 8:00pm the day before.  
• Twenty posts (2 posts/week except for the days of the 3 quizzes and the first and last 

classes).  

mailto:grace.fong@mcgill.ca
https://mcgill.on.worldcat.org/oclc/971366160


• The post can be a question on a point encountered in the text/vocabulary or the 
translations, a comment on the text, or a short response to the discussion questions in the 
exercise. We can discuss other possibilities.    

 
Homework assignments   20% 
 
In-class quizzes (3x15%)  45% 
 

• Tuesday Sept. 27  Q1 

• Tuesday Oct. 26  Q2 

• Thursday Nov. 17 Q3 

 
Note the schedule changes for the fall term break:  

• No class on Thursday Oct. 14. 
• Make-up class for Tuesday Oct. 12 on Friday Oct. 15 

 
 
 
McGill Policy Statements: 
 

In accord with McGill University’s Charter of Students’ Rights, students in this course have the 
right to submit in English or in French any written work that is to be graded. This does not 
apply to courses in which acquiring proficiency in a language is one of the objectives. 
(Approved by Senate on 21 January 2009 - see also the section in this document on 
Assignments and Evaluation.) 
 
« Conformément à la Charte des droits de l’étudiant de l’Université McGill, chaque étudiant a 
le droit de soumettre en français ou en anglais tout travail écrit devant être noté (sauf dans le 
cas des cours dont l’un des objets est la maîtrise d’une langue). » 
 
McGill University values academic integrity. Therefore, all students must understand the 
meaning and consequences of cheating, plagiarism and other academic offences under the Code 
of Student Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures. (See www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/honest/ for 
more information). (Approved by Senate on 29 January 2003) 
 
« L'université McGill attache une haute importance à l’honnêteté académique. Il incombe par 
conséquent à tous les étudiants de comprendre ce que l'on entend par tricherie, plagiat et autres 
infractions académiques, ainsi que les conséquences que peuvent avoir de telles actions, selon 
le Code de conduite de l'étudiant et des procédures disciplinaires. (pour de plus amples 
renseignements, veuillez consulter le site www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/honest/).» 
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