
 

EAST 369 Gender and Sexuality in Asian Media: Japan 

Class: Mondays 01:35-05:25 Location: MAASS 217 
Instructor: Edmond (Edo) ERNEST DIT ALBAN (they / them) 
Email: edmond.ernestditalban@mcgill.ca 
Office Hours: Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays 1pm-2pm (Please make an appointment for Zoom) 

Course Objectives 

This course offers a comprehensive examination of the various historical debates surrounding gender and sexual 
dynamics in Japanese society from Meiji era to the late 2010s. We will consider a wide range of topics including the 
construction of masculinity, the transformation of feminist discourses and the struggles of LGBTQ+ minorities. Our 
goal is to progressively map the key notions of contemporaneous gender studies while looking back at the sociopolitical 
transformations faced by Japan in the past decades. With this class students will be familiarized with 1) basic knowledge 
about Japanese Social, Political and Cultural histories, 2) key concepts in Gender Studies, 3) tools to analyze media 
texts. Critical distance with current scholarship will nevertheless be implied by relocating these debates in their original 
historical and cultural context. As such, we will pay attention to cultural projects, gender performances, media 
production and social movements that have shaped the discourses and lived experiences of Japanese gender and 
sexuality. We will adopt non-essentialist definitions of our “Japanese” objects as well as a critical posture with the 
mobilized notions: students will be asked to critically engage with the material to draw parallels with global debates on 
the definitions of gender and sexuality. 

Course Structure and Methodology 

The semester will follow a semi-chronological perspective. The first 3 weeks will build a common set of notions and 
academic knowledge that we will expend through the observation of the three following themes: Masculinity, 
Feminism and Queer lives. Each theme will be explored chronologically. From the Meiji era to post-war Japan we will 
question the construction of the modern state and its effects on gendered conditions and sexual practices. From the 
70s to the Late 2010s we will question the ruptures in identities, social activism and media production following the 
students’ movements, the so-called economic crisis, as well as the decentralization and neoliberalization of Japan. 
Class materials will be in English, clips and films will have subtitles. 

Required Readings 

Excerpts from books and full academic essays will be provided as an entry point to each week’s subject matter, 
please access class materials from MyCourses. Readings are fundamental to both class discussions and assignments 
and should not be overlooked. Students must keep up with readings to prepare for class discussions and class 
activities, as well as for written assignments submitted via MyCourses. They should complete all required readings 
assigned each week prior to the start of the next week’s class. They should also keep up with screenings, lecture 
notes, power point slides, and any other material posted or handed out in class to adequately prepare for 
assignments. Classes will feature a lecture (1:35-3:35) and a workshop (3:55-5:25) Weekly workshops represent an 
important part of this class and should not be skipped. Online alternatives to participate remotely to the workshop may 
be proposed for special cases only.  

Media 
Class discussion will focus on screenings; each week we will watch a few short clips from episodes and films or read 
additional texts to analyze material in class prior to assignments. Screenings are an important part of class and should 
not be skipped. 

Course Requirements and Grading Breakdown 

A Attendance and Participation (10%) 
B Weekly Diary (20%) 
C Analysis of a representation (20%) 
D Final Project Proposal (10%) 
E Final Project (40%) 
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A - Attendance and Participation (10%) 

Active participation in class - including your contribution to discussions or other activities in class - is essential and will 
be marked. Active participation reveals your familiarity with course material: so, come to class prepared to ask questions 
and volunteer comments about readings and films. If you do not understand an idea, a term or a concept, please 
let us know; asking for clarification makes you a good student and also helps your fellow classmates. Looking at 
what others ask may also provide an answer.  

B - Weekly Diary (20%) 
To encourage students to actively apply the knowledge and skills we learn in class, students will submit every week 
their thoughts on how the themes of the previous week resonates with the news, recent films and TV shows or current 
social debates. Choose ONE notion and apply it to a current situation. Only a paragraph is need (Max 8 lines), drawings 
and other creative formats are also welcome. This diary is the place to freely express ideas, questions and potential 
debates for class and later assignments. Starts on sept 20th. Diaries must be uploaded before class. 

C - Analysis of a representation (20%) Due Oct 18th 2021 
The first written assignment is very straightforward; students will have to submit a short three-page analysis of a 
gendered or sexual representation reflecting on a topic discussed in weeks 2 to 5. A successful assignment will engage 
with 1) analyzing the kind of representation 2) media specificities 3) social commentaries. Using readings and class 
discussion will be essential to develop one short yet critical idea that can be continued in the final project. The main 
goal is to structure and develop your argumentation explaining why and how you approach gendered and sexual 
representations in Japan. Further information will be provided in class during discussions. This is a “take home 
assignment”. Students will have two weeks to write and submit on MyCourses. 

D - Final Project Proposal (10%) Due November 8rd 2021 
Students will provide a proposal for the final project. Proposal must include the following. A clear topic (what is going 
to be analyzed?). A clear method (how is the topic analyzed?). A clear structure (what elements are important and 
in which order should they be discussed?). For art projects a small description and justification is needed. This is a 
“take home assignment”. Students will have two weeks to write and submit on MyCourses. 

E - Final Project (40%) Due December 13th  2021 
Final projects may take multiple forms; an academic essay, a video-essay or an artistic creation. All formats must follow 
these instructions: choose one topic seen in class in between weeks 1 to 12, find one novel, film or other media, 
use at least 2 readings from class and 1 extra source to address the inscription of the chosen material within the 
discussion of gender and sexuality in Japanese History. Papers should be between 8 to 12 pages long (including 
bibliography) and video-essays at least 6 minutes long. Both video-essays and artistic projects must come with a 3-
page proposal explaining in detail how this creation engages with the readings and the historical context of the chosen 
piece. This is a “take home project”. Students will submit on MyCourses. 

Writing guidelines 
The work must be type-written and double-spaced, using a Times New Roman 12 points font. Correct citation is 
essential. Use endnotes where necessary and cite all your sources in an accompanying bibliography. Failure to do so 
could constitute plagiarism, which is a serious academic offence (see section below). Work handed in without such 
documentation will be returned unmarked and will be subject to late penalties. There are several citation reference 
guides available, which are accessible through the library’s website.  

The Modern Languages Association (MLA) guideline is commonly used in film studies and the humanities in general, 
but if you wish to use another set of guidelines (e.g. APA, Chicago, etc.) you may do so. You must however stick 
to one citation style throughout the full assignment.  

 

Please feel free to consult your instructor at any time if you are experiencing difficulty in completing course 
assignments. 

Important Notes 
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The most common offence under the Academic Code of Conduct is plagiarism, which the Code defines as “the 
presentation of the work of another person as one’s own or without proper acknowledgement” (Article 16a). Do not 
copy, paraphrase or translate anything from anywhere without saying where you obtained it! Plagiarism does not refer 
to words alone - it can also refer to copying images, graphs, tables, and ideas. “Presentation” is not limited to written 
work. It also includes oral presentations, computer assignments and artistic works. If you translate the work of another 
person into English and do not cite the source, this is also plagiarism. If you cite your own work without the correct 
citation, this too is plagiarism. We remind you that plagiarism is a serious offence that can lead to disciplinary action by 
the University. 

McGill University values academic integrity. Therefore, all students must understand the meaning and consequences 
of cheating, plagiarism and other academic offences under the Code of Student Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures” 
(see McGill’s guide to academic honesty for more information).“© Instructor-generated course materials (e.g., 
handouts, notes, summaries, exam questions) are protected by law and may not be copied or distributed in any form 
or in any medium without explicit permission of the instructor.  

“In accord with McGill University’s Charter of Students’ Rights, students in this course have the right to submit in English 
or in French any written work that is to be graded. This does not apply to courses in which acquiring proficiency in a 
language is one of the objectives. 

McGill University is on land which has long served as a site of meeting and exchange amongst Indigenous peoples, 
including the Haudenosaunee and Anishinabeg nations. We acknowledge and thank the diverse Indigenous people 
whose footsteps have marked this territory on which peoples of the world now gather.” 

Classroom Environment and Complaints 

This class is a safe space for anyone to speak freely. Students from any academic background, minorities and disabilities 
have their right place in the discussion and multiple points of views are welcomed! Any questions, concerns, or 
complaints related to class material and classroom environment should be first discussed with the course instructor, 
who will make every effort to address them. Some of the visual and written material for this class contains explicit 
nudity and/or depiction of sexual acts. There is material that deals with issues of sexism, heterosexism, homosexuality, 
and racial or ethnic stereotypes. All material is part of the course’s focus and should therefore be considered from an 
analytic, rather than a moral or ethical perspective. 

Weekly Schedule 
Whenever you can: 

-Students may participate on the Discussion Forum on Mycourse to get participation points  

Monday: 

-Lecture Slides are posted after class 

-Weekly diaries should be posted before class 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/honest/
http://www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/honest/
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Weekly breakdown 

Introduction classes 

How to study Gender and Sexual History in Japan? 

Week 1: 9/13 
Mapping the Notions: What is the Field of Gender and Sexuality 

History Studies like in Japan? 

Kohiyama, Rui. 2018. “Women’s History at the Cutting Edge in Japan.” Women’s History Review 27, no. 1 (February 2018): 
58–70. 

 
Koikari, Mire. 2019. “Re-Masculinizing the Nation: Gender, Disaster, and the Politics of National Resilience in Post-3.11 

Japan.” Japan Forum 31, no. 2 (June 2019): 143–64. 

Raven, Erick. 2020. “HyunA: The Nexus of Blackness, Feminism and K-Pop.” The Journal of Popular Cultures 52, no.1 
(February 2020): 192-214.  

Notions: 
-  Masculinity/Femininity 
-  Gender, Sex, Sexuality 
-  Political History, Social History, Cultural History 

-  Intersectionality 

Workshop: Creating a preliminary map with key notions 

Week 2: 9/20 
The invention of Boys and Girls: Nation, Education and Early 

Gender Politics in Modern Japan 

Chua, Karl Ian Uy Cheng. 2016. “ Boy meets world: the worldview of Shōnen kurabu in the 1930s.” Japan Forum, Mar. 
2016, Vol. 28 Issue 1: 74-98. 

Aoyama, Tomoko. “Transgendering shôjo shôsetsu: Girl’s inter-text/ sex-uality.” In Genders, Transgenders and 
Sexualities in Japan, McLelland, Mark J, and Romit Dasgupta, 49-63. London: Routledge. 

 
Notions: 

- Boy/Girl/Child 
- Nation and Modern State 
- Subject-Citizen 

Workshop: Media analysis of Shônen Club and its repercussion on the gender dynamics of later TV shows 

Week 3: 9/27 
A quick history of Public Health, Sexual Education and the 

Porn Industry in Japan 

Suzuki, Michiko. 2017 “The Science of Sexual Difference: Ogura Seizaburō, Hiratsuka Raichō, and the Intersection of 
Sexology and Feminism in Early-Twentieth-Century Japan.” In Global History of Sexual Science 1880-1940, Edited 
by Veronika Fuechtner, Douglas E. Haynes, and Ryan M. Jones, 258-278. Berckley: University of California Press. 

 
Frühstück Sabine. 2003. Colonizing Sex: Sexology and Social Control in Modern Japan. Colonialisms, 4. Berkeley, Calif: 

University of California Press. Chapter TBA 

Notions: 
- Sexology 
- Sexual Education 
- Pornography 

Workshop: Discussion of Sex-Ed materials and other forms of explicit media Trigger warning: Pornography 

 

https://encore.concordia.ca/iii/encore/plus/C__Snorakuro__Orightresult__U__X0?lang=eng&link=http%3A%2F%2F0-search.ebscohost.com.mercury.concordia.ca%2Flogin.aspx%3Fdirect%3Dtrue%26site%3Deds-live%26db%3Da9h%26AN%3D112640660&suite=def
https://encore.concordia.ca/iii/encore/plus/C__Snorakuro__Orightresult__U__X0?lang=eng&link=http%3A%2F%2F0-search.ebscohost.com.mercury.concordia.ca%2Flogin.aspx%3Fdirect%3Dtrue%26site%3Deds-live%26db%3Da9h%26AN%3D112640660&suite=def
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Section 1 

Masculinity: 1868-2000s 

Week 4: 10/4 
Boys will be…Murderers? Discipline, rebellion, and criminology  

Ito, Kimio. 2005. “Introduction to men studies.” In Genders, Transgenders and Sexualities in Japan, McLelland, Mark 
J, and Romit Dasgupta, 145-152. London: Routledge. 

Foljanty-Jost, Gesine. 2003. Juvenile Delinquency in Japan: Reconsidering the "Crisis". Brill's Japanese Studies Library, 
V. 18. Leiden: Brill. Chapter 3.  

Ambaras, David Richard. 2006. Bad Youth: Juvenile Delinquency and the Politics of Everyday Life in Modern Japan. 
Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute, Columbia University. Berkeley: University of California Press. Intro. 

Notions 
- Seishônen/ Youth 
- Kenzen/ “Healthy” 

- “Warumono” or “bad boy” 

Workshop: Media analysis of the “bad boy” figure across multiple representations 

Week 5: 10/14 (Thursday is the make-up class for Monday 10/11) 

Salaryman masculinities and Male Homosociality 

Hidaka, Tomoko. 2010. "Chapter Four. Work". In Salaryman Masculinity. Boston, USA: Brill. 
Roberson, J., Suzuki, N. (2003). Men and Masculinities in Contemporary Japan. London: Routledge. Pages 109-120. 
McLelland, Mark. 2005. Salarymen doing queer: Gay men and the heterosexual public space. In Genders, Transgenders 
and Sexualities in Japan, McLelland, Mark J, and Romit Dasgupta, 96-110. London: Routledge. 

 
Notions 

- Salaryman 
- Corporate masculinity and “Ikigai” 

Workshop: Media analysis of male labor 

Week 6: 10/18 (Make-up class after the break) 

Identity Crisis or Self Discovery? Herbivores, Otakus and Alternative Male Heterosexuality 

Galbraith, Patrick. 2019. “Seeking an Alternative: “Male” Shôjo Fans since the 1970s.” Shôjo Across Media, Berndt 
Jaqueline, Nagaike Kazumi, Ogi Fusami, eds, 355-390. Palgrave. 

Noack, Constanze M. A. 2014. “Knowledge and Masculinity Construction of the Japanese Sōshoku Danshi (Herbivore 
Boy) through Discourse in International Media Coverage.” French Journal for Media Research. Vol. and pp.? 

Notions: 
- Herbivore Masculinity (Sôshoku-kei) 
- Otaku 

-Commodification 

Workshop: Discussion about the commodification of masculinity 

Section 2  

Japanese Feminisms: 1868-2010s 

Week 7: 10/25 
“Whores or Moms, Brothels or Homes”: The binary geographies of the modern feminine condition  

Michiko, Takeuchi. “At the Crossroads of Equality versus Protection: American Occupationnaire Women and 
Socialist Feminism in US Occupied Japan, 1945–1952” Critical Asian Studies 38 (2) (2017): 114–47. 

Koch, Gabriele. “Willing Daughters: The Moral Rhetoric of Filial Sacrifice and Financial Autonomy in Tokyo’s Sex 
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Industry.” Critical Asian Studies, vol. 48, no. 2, (June 2016): 215–234.  

See also for more: Stanley, Ashley. Selling Women: Prostitution, Markets, and the Household in Early Modern Japan. 
Berkeley: University of California Press. 2014. Pgs. 45-71.  

Notions: 
- Mother/Prostitute 
- Public sphere, Private Sphere 
- Homosociality in Modern State 

Workshop: Social Analysis of Street Of Shame (Mizoguchi Kenji, 1956) 

Week 8: 11/1 

First waves of Feminism(s): From Meiji’s Seito to Post war’s “liberation from the toilet” 

Mackie, Vera. Feminism in Modern Japan: Citizenship, Embodiment and Sexuality. Cambridge University Press, 2013. 
Pgs. 144-173. 

Buckley, Sandra. Broken Silence: Voices of Japanese Feminism. University of California Press, 1997. The Ueno Chizuko 
chapter. 

Tomida, Hiroko. 2003. Hiratsuka Raichō and Early Japanese Feminism. Brill's Japanese Studies Library, V. 19. Boston: 
Brill.  

Notions: 
- Feminism(s) 
- (Im)morality 

Workshop: How to do research on feminism? 

Week 9: 11/8 

Post-Feminisms: National Media Bashing, Consumerist Empowerment and Underground Subcultures  

Yamaguchi, Tomomi. “The Mainstreaming of Feminism and the Politics of Backlash in Twenty-First Century Japan.” 
Rethinking Japanese Feminisms, Eds Bullock, Kano and Welker, 68-88. University of Hawaii Press, 2018. 

Hyeshin, Kim. 2017 (2009). “Women’s games in Japan: Gendered identity and narrative consumption.” Theory 
Culture and Society, Sage. Pp.?? 

Notions: 
- Post-Feminism 
- Consumerism 
- Otome/ Maiden 

Workshop: Media mapping of post-feminist subcultures 

Section 3 

LGBT Movements and Queer Lives: 1945-2020 

Week 10: 11/15 
“S” and “Gei boi”: the modern reworking of homosexual identities 

Ishida, Hitoshi, McLelland, Mark, Murakami, Takanori. 2005. “The origins of “queer studies” in Postwar Japan.” In 
Genders, Transgenders and Sexualities in Japan, McLelland, Mark J, and Romit Dasgupta, 33-48. London: Routledge. 

McLelland, Mark J. Male Homosexuality in Modern Japan: Cultural Myths and Social Realities.  Routledge, 2000. 
Introduction. 

Pflugfelder, Gregory M. « “S” is for Sister: Schoolgirl Intimacy and “Same-Sex Love” in Early Twentieth-Century 
Japan». Gendering modern Japanese history, Barbara Molony and Kathleen Uno (eds), Harvard East Asian 
Monographs 251, Part. II 4. Harvard University Press, 2005. 

 

Notions: 
- Homosexuality 
- Queer 
- LGBTQ+? LGBTI? LGBT? 

Workshop: Film Analysis of Black Lizard (Fukasaku Kinji, 1968) 
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Week 11: 11/22 

Cool Queers: Consumerism as “Intersectionality” during the 90s’ Gay Boom 

Welker, James. “From Women's Liberation to Lesbian Feminism in Japan: Rezubian Feminizumu Within and Beyond 
the Ūman Ribu Movement in the 1970s and 1980s”. Rethinking Modern Japanese Feminisms, Julia Bullock, Ayako 
Kano, and James Welker (eds.), 70-94. Honolulu: University of Hawai‘i Press, 2018. 

McLelland, Mark. “The Original Gay Boom”. Popular Culture, Globalization in Japan, Matthew Allen and Rumi Sakamoto 
(eds), Routledge, 2006.  

Notions: 
- Cultural appropriation 
- Commodification 
- Subcultures 

Workshop: Media creation on queerbating  

Week 12: 11/29 

It’s not just about toilets! Transgender lives in contemporary Japan 

Wallace, Jane. “Stepping-up: ‘Urban’ and ‘Queer’ Cultural Capital in LGBT and Queer Communities in Kansai, 
Japan.” Sexualities (2019). 

Jiang, Patrick. “Legislating for Transgender People: A Comparative Study of the Change of Legal Gender in Hong 
Kong, Singapore, Japan and the United Kingdom.” Hong Kong Journal of Legal Studies. (2013) :31-65 

Notions: 
- Transgender lives 
- Agency (Bodily, Political) 

Workshop: TBA 

Week 13: 12/6 

Gay manga just did this? Gengoroh Tagame, manga activism and the recent partnership movement  

Tang, Denise Tse-Shang, Diana Khor and Yi-Chien Chen. “Legal Recognition of Same-Sex Partnerships: A 
Comparative Study of Hong Kong, Taiwan and Japan.” The Sociological Review (2019) 

Baudinette, Thomas. ‘Finding the Law’ through Creating and Consuming Gay Manga in Japan: From 
Heteronormativity to Queer Activism.” In Law and Justice in Japanese Popular Culture: From Crime Fighting Robots 
to Duelling, . Pocket Monsters (2018) : 155-167. 

 
Notions: 

- Manga Activism 
- Marriage equality 

-Infrapolitics (Foucault) 

Workshop: Analysis of Otôto no Otto (Tagame, 2017) Trigger warning: Pornography 


