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Description 
 
A general rethinking of the importance and centrality of the culture and history of the 
1960s has taken place in diverse historical fields, but the global character, and 
particularly, the centrality in Asia of 1968 has not been widely discussed. In addition, 
histories limited to the individual nations of East Asia have been largely displaced in 
recent years with a renewed focus on the region and its own inter-Asian connections. 
We will take up themes of global history, the history of radical politics, and the cultural 
history of postwar East Asia, focusing on the history of the long 1968 in East Asia and its 
transnational connections to the global 1968. Political, economic, social, and cultural 
transformations will be examined through films, texts, and theoretical sources. Covering 
connections between the Vietnam War, the Cultural Revolution, the US-Japan Security 
treaties and the demonstrations against it, the spread of radical politics throughout East 
Asia, the mass occupations of Japanese universities and more, we will attempt to think 
through a new and broad concept of 1968 that is not limited to its North American or 
European moments. 
 
NOTE: Given the complexity and seriousness of the pandemic situation, the course 
content, form, and method of delivery may change based on directives of the 
university, province, and considerations of workplace safety. I will make sure that 
everyone who needs accommodations based on health, risk, international travel, and 
other policy considerations is given them. One way or another, we will have an 
enjoyable, safe, and flexible term. No-one will be penalised for any difficulties arising 
from the public health situation. 
 
Required Texts:  
 
The Red Years: Theory, Politics, and Aesthetics in the Japanese ’68 (Verso, 
2020). (Available from Amazon and other booksellers, to be obtained by week 
3). 
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All other texts distributed in PDF format. 
 
Books: 
Yukio Mishima, Sun and Steel 
Ōe Kenzaburō, The Silent Cry 
 
Films: 
Black Lizard (dir. Fukasaku Kinji) 
The Pornographers (dir. Imamura Shōhei) 
The History of Postwar Japan as Told by a Bar Hostess (dir. Imamura Shōhei) 
Vengeance is Mine (dir. Imamura Shōhei) 
Tokyo Drifter (dir. Suzuki Seijun) 
Branded to Kill (dir. Suzuki Seijun) 
Death by Hanging (dir. Oshima Nagisa) 
Red Army – PFLP: Declaration of World War (dir. Adachi Masao and Wakamatsu 
Kōji) 
United Red Army (dir. Wakamatsu Kōji) 
 
General Topics and Reading Assignments:  
Lectures will take place in the first part of class, followed by film screenings or 
textual discussion. All readings are posted on myCourses 
 
Evaluation and Grading:   
Short responses to the readings and/or film screenings will be due in the week 
following each reading or screening.  These responses should be one (1) page 
double spaced at a minimum, and should reflect your thoughts on the film – its 
structure, its composition, its aesthetics, the narrative, the analysis of a specific 
scene, etc --- as well as problems you identified, questions you would like to 
pose, critiques or comments. These responses will count for 50% of the course 
grade. 
The final paper of eight (8) pages is due in the last day of class, and is worth 
50%. You will be given a choice of four (4) prompts from which to write your 
essays. 
 
Grading breakdown: 
 
Responses (50%), final paper (50%). 
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Weekly Schedule 
 

Weekly schedule TBA 
 
 
 
McGill University values academic integrity.  Therefore all students must understand the 
meaning and consequences of cheating, plagiarism and other academic offences under the 
Code of Student Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures (see www.mcgill.ca/integrity for more 
information). 
  
In accord with McGill University’s Charter of Students’ Rights, students in this course have the 
right to submit in English or in French any written work that is to be graded. 
 
L'université McGill attache une haute importance à l’honnêteté académique. Il incombe par 
conséquent à tous les étudiants de comprendre ce que l'on entend par tricherie, plagiat et 
autres infractions académiques, ainsi que les conséquences que peuvent avoir de telles actions, 
selon le Code de conduite de l'étudiant et des procédures disciplinaires (pour de plus amples 
renseignements, veuillez consulter le site www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/honest). 
 
Conformément à  la Charte des droits de l’étudiant de l’Université McGill, chaque étudiant a le 
droit de soumettre en français ou en anglais tout travail écrit devant être noté (sauf dans le cas 
des cours dont l’un des objets est la maîtrise d’une langue). 
 


