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The Office of Decarbonization co-
sponsored the movie premiere of 

“How to Power a City” as part of our 
Engagement pillar. 

“How To Power a City” is a solutions-
focused climate story. It is a front-
row seat to witness how people are 
leading solar and wind projects in their 
hometowns.

How to Power a City

Partnerships: Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU)

SGI strengthened relationships 
with similar initiatives at McGill, 
such as McISCE, McGill Office of 
Sustainability and MSSI for transfer of 
knowledge and joint opportunities.

Together, we’ve formed the Sustainable 
Synergies Committee, a collective that 
will work collaboratively on programs, 
events, and research initiatives across 
campus to maximize impact, foster 
collaboration, and present a united front 
on sustainability both within and beyond 
the university. 

Re-thinking streets 
 

SGI Sustainable Transportation 
Roundtable 2025 (2nd edition)

The event, organized by Kevin Manaugh, 
head of the Office of Sustainable 
Mobility at SGI powered by Alstom, and 
Owen Waygood, Professor of Transport 
at Polytechnique Montreal, drew in 
students, industry leaders, media 
representatives, and policymakers. It 
followed the success of the inaugural 
2024 roundtable, which focused broadly 
on transitioning to sustainable, inclusive 
urban mobility.

https://www.mcgill.ca/desautels/initiatives-institutes/sustainable-growth-initiative-sgi
https://www.mcgill.ca/mcisce/events/documentary-premiere#:~:text=%22How%20To%20Power%20A%20City,wind%20projects%20in%20their%20hometowns.
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Ffeed%2Fupdate%2Furn%3Ali%3Aactivity%3A7330594545534971904&data=05%7C02%7Cdominique.sarault%40mcgill.ca%7Cfee7343a0eae4fd3465c08ddae896870%7Ccd31967152e74a68afa9fcf8f89f09ea%7C0%7C0%7C638858628231700920%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LPcLTwEEL2%2FWXN7iR7jVmBtXz3tIpcoPAw2FTjAuUlQ%3D&reserved=0
https://www.mcgill.ca/desautels/article/sustainable-growth-initiative-sgi/re-thinking-streets-sgi-sustainable-transportation-roundtable-2025


McGill SGI Transformative 
Business Law Summer 
Academy CTN-SLB
+
Conference: Critical 
Interventions in Law, 
Finance & Climate Change

The CIBC Office of Sustainable 
Finance organized this year again, the 
ESG Conference and the McGill SGI 
Transformative Business Law Summer 
Academy. 

Perspectives on a Sustainable 
Economy with Mitch McEwen 
(MMF’20) 

SGI Fireside Chat

Since joining TD in 2020, Mitch has 
emerged as a sustainability leader 
and played a role in establishing TD’s 
Enterprise Sustainable Finance team 
under Sustainability & Corporate 
Citizenship, and steering its initiatives 
across the Bank.

MIPC 2024 fosters student 
innovation and inclusion in 
finance

The McGill International Portfolio 
Challenge (MIPC), wrapped up in 
November 2024 with another successful 
edition, drawing in a record of 99 teams 
from 47 universities in 17 countries to 
compete. In its eighth year, the event has 
become a hallmark for aspiring finance 
students, offering a unique opportunity 
to tackle real-world financial investment 
challenges while honing leadership and 
collaboration skills.

Greenwashing and the 
Sustainable Energy 
Transition 

Annual Grand Challenge on 
Sustainability (2nd edition)

The second edition of the Annual Grand 
Challenge on Sustainability, powered by 
Gildan, took place in March. The theme 
was Canada’s Anti-Greenwashing 
Legislation and Sustainable 
Energy Transition. This event was 
in collaboration with the Office of 
Decarbonization and McISCE. We 
received 21 innovative proposals 
from universities across Canada, 
spanning from British Columbia to 
Nova Scotia. Participants included a 
mix of graduate and undergraduate 
students from diverse fields, including 
Commerce, Management, Engineering, 
Science, Political Science and Law, 
demonstrating broad interdisciplinary 
interest. We were honored to have 
Thomas Hannaford from Power 
sustainable and Arnaud Gerard from 
Alstom as judges for the event. 

https://www.mcgill.ca/desautels/initiatives-institutes/sustainable-growth-initiative-sgi/sgi-themed-offices/cibc-office-sustainable-finance/transformative-business-law-summer-academy
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DU9Z4F8s_bpg%26t%3D32s%26ab_channel%3DMcGillDesautels&data=05%7C02%7Cdominique.sarault%40mcgill.ca%7C00be876492084b3fe7ab08ddaffc1d72%7Ccd31967152e74a68afa9fcf8f89f09ea%7C0%7C0%7C638860219584104513%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8tmZTrkZwownbSxS%2FFLVpcZnqZLrNnvx8BcqXyCTK7Y%3D&reserved=0
https://www.mcgill.ca/desautels/article/mcgill-international-portfolio-challenge-mipc-sustainable-growth-initiative-sgi/mipc-2024-fosters-student-innovation-and-inclusion-finance
https://www.mcgill.ca/desautels/initiatives-institutes/sustainable-growth-initiative-sgi/annual-grand-challenge-sustainability


Unlocking Africa’s Skies:  
How Innovation Ecosystems 
Can Bridge the Infrastructure 
Gap with Drones

SGI Seminar Series -  
with Olivier Defawe

Africa’s public health and logistics 
systems face persistent challenges 
due to infrastructure gaps, supply 
chain inefficiencies, and geographical 
barriers. These obstacles limit access 
to essential medical supplies, delay 
disease response efforts, and create 
broader socio-economic constraints.

MIPC 2025: The Inaugural 
McGill Track

We’re excited to introduce the McGill 
Track — a new opportunity for McGill 
students to compete in the MIPC 
against one another using the same 
case as the global competition, but for a 
separate prize pool.

SGI Student-led  
Activities Grant

Last fall and winter, SGI sponsored 
several student-led activities, including 
Map the System, Ventures Summit, 
McGill Energy Journal (Importance 
of Media in the energy sector), WIRE 
(Financing the Building Decarbonization 
Transition) and Women in Technology 
Conference.

SGI’s Office of 
Decarbonization in 
partnership with Power 
Sustainable

The Office of Decarbonization in 
collaboration with Power Sustainable, 
is developing the Decarbonization 
Leaders Program. The program is 
targeting student leaders and aims to 
help them develop their leadership 
skills, decarbonization acumen, network 
and deepen their impact through 
the ecosystems they are a part of at 
McGill and beyond. Launch planned for 
September 2025.

https://www.mcgill.ca/desautels/channels/event/sgi-seminar-series-olivier-defawe-363818
https://www.mcgill.ca/desautels/initiatives-institutes/sustainable-growth-initiative-sgi/mcgill-international-portfolio-challenge
https://www.mcgill.ca/desautels/initiatives-institutes/sustainable-growth-initiative-sgi/funding-opportunities/sgi-student-activities-grant
https://www.mcgill.ca/desautels/initiatives-institutes/sustainable-growth-initiative-sgi/decarbonization-leaders-program


Impact and Benefits for Corporate Partners
A partnership with McGill also offers you: 

•	 Opportunity to work with academics on complex sustainability challenges that 
impact your industry

•	 Access to talent trained in ESG integration
•	 Visibility on the main activities developed by the SGI
•	 Ability to drive real change on sustainable growth

Sustainable Growth Initiative
A cross-faculty venture that mobilizes academics, students, industry, and policy 
leaders to build actionable solutions that businesses can use to successfully 
transition to a sustainable economy. 

Find out more here

Email us sgi@mcgill.ca

Special thank you to our:

Founding and Corporate Partners 

•	 CIBC 
•	 Power Sustainable
•	 CDPQ

•	 Alstom 
•	 Gildan
•	 Hazelview Investment

Industry Advisors and Volunteers 

•	 Olivier Marcil, Alstom Canada
•	 David H. William, CIBC Capital Markets 
•	 Delia Cristea, Power Sustainable
•	 Caroline Laberge, CDPQ

SGI launched its newsletter to stay connected with 
partners, collaborators, and the SGI community, 
sharing updates and announcements.

Join our newsletter

https://www.mcgill.ca/desautels/initiatives-institutes/sustainable-growth-initiative-sgi
https://www.mcgill.ca/desautels/initiatives-institutes/sustainable-growth-initiative-sgi
mailto:sgi%40mcgill.ca?subject=
https://www.mcgill.ca/desautels/
https://www.cibc.com/en/business.html
https://www.powersustainable.com/
https://www.cdpq.com/en
https://www.alstom.com/alstom-canada
https://gildancorp.com/en/responsibility/?gclid=Cj0KCQjwj4K5BhDYARIsAD1Ly2rzwtxkSbaiPCiIiBxhZGVbpxQzhcJreXereK_CcLR9s3tVGDApX10aAjTrEALw_wcB
https://www.hazelview.com/

